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’l‘llb DUTY OF MEMBERS OF CONGREGATIONS IN RE.
SPECT 'TO 'THE SUPPORT OF THE -GOSPEL.
- No. 1L Hyroerrrican, Vonvstanvisst.
- - 'l‘ho free-will offerings of tho people of Gad, are the only meane
- which the Seriptures recogniso for tho sipport and extension of the or-
== dimtiices of the Gospel.  And by such weans God's cause hins been le-
T - To. 7 gitimately-supported in all past ages.  ‘Tho Iabernacle was raisod, and
all the sacred utensils provided —the ‘T'erple was bult, and all its costly
wme-- farnitare constructed, by this means.  And this moans was nover want-
~-=. - ing when tho heart was right with Goed, *The people of Und gave so
- = -~ - Jitrerally for the construction and erection of the "I'abernacle, that they
: ~had to bo restrained.  Even in the provision made for the suppornt of the
- miihisters of religion, under the Old ‘I'cstamont dispensation, there were
nolhu\p, liko compalsory mentures permitted. o people were told
that it was their duty to-givo for this purpose, a speafic portion of the
- produto of the land, viz: a tenth part, but the ¢ivil Ruler was not told
10 enforeo this duty by paing and penalties. The Suprenie Ruler took
_ iato his own hand the punishment of delinquents, and he punished them
" in his own way. Sco Mal. iii. 7-12.
Under the New ‘T'estament dispengation, the ordinances of religion
" “aro to-be supported by the same means; and the law is only adapted
_to the Spirit of the Gospel, not changed.  It-is =il thé same in respect
. 10 tho-pereons who are required to give=in raspect to tho dispositions
; with which they are to give~and in respect to the mmonnt which thoy
__should give, 'Thoso who know and believe the truth of Ged, in refer-
~_onco _to the support of the Gospel, do not necd to bo told that this jsa
duty as obligatory as any other cominand of God, They know and do
thenr duty. ‘T'o those persons, under God, we owe much of the ifo and
ucunly that exist among -tho Churclies of this land. They sustain the
_ Goapel among themselves—they support all wissionary and benevelent
_efforts—their Voluntaryism ia of the right kind,
. Dut there are not a few in conncetion with the congregations of
enomiuations of Christians in-Canada, whoso professed principles
,am ﬂw same, but whoso conduct is greatly differont. These persons
" may be truly designated Hypocritical Voluntaries. Amlaswe have a
. fow things to say about them, and fo tham, we ask their special atten-
" tion. _And in order that our readers may bo able to judge for themselves
whcthct any of them belong to the same class, the fullowinz are
“somo of tho peculiaritics by which hypoeritical- voluntaries may be
knownt—
They are strong advocates for tho voluntary support of tho Gospel ; 3
T bt whgther from sclfishness ora belief of the 1ruth, wo will not presently
_8top to detérmine. As there are many * who hold tho truth in unrighte-
ousngss, and turn tho grace of God into lasciviousness,” so those falso
voluntaries hiold the truth in respeet to the support of the Gospel, though
___in practice they are wofully deficient. They are acquainted with all the
- arguments, both for and. against State-Chuurchism—they deelare such
— - policy foolish, unjust, and unseriptural—~thoy profess to regard the re-
ceivors of State support and Government grants for rcligious purposes,
- a8 lovers of filthy lucre, political hirelings, not tho shepherds of Christ's
_ flock. _ And there is no term of obloquy too harsh to be applied 10 these
’, objeets of their professed dislike. ‘Those who hear their - professions of
- . voluntaryism, and their indignant expressions of « anger against all who
) - reczive State support, might- be led, -if they knew them not, to suppose
i that they were very liberal, that they never could be satisfied with mueh
" _less than-a tithe -of their income.  And moré especially so, when
_ it is known, that many of thetn profess that they receive from God all
__that they posscss, and are indebted to him for all: occupying the posi-
—tion of “stewards of the manifold grace of God.” All this would natu-
; rally lead any ono to suppose that they were very consistent and liberal
- in their conduct. But what are tho facts? - Are there not many of those
--who hold the truth, and loudly profess_it, that contribute litle to the sup-
- port of -either religion or any other benevolent objeet? Managers of
congregations, Deacons’ Courts, and Scasions are-witnesses of the truth
_of this accusation—so that thisis not the experience of a solitary indi.
_ widual,; but of many who take an interest in the progress of the Gospel,
- If tho truth were-fully known, some who stand high in-thé estimation of
_ their brethren, as consistent christians, would be regarded as fit subjects
_-for Church censuro. Tho spirit of the Gospel, when possessed, will lead
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all to give freely, and a3 God has prosperod-them, "T'his is true volun.
taryism,

I'e thuse whe are (lmq inconsisient, the following wonls of remon-
gtrance are addressod i—

1. Think hoto inconsistent ynur conduct and profession are.~You
profese-a lovo for the truth—a strong regand for the Gospel as the powet
of Gud, and the wislom of Gol unte salvation.  You profuss 1o believe,
that the voluntary offerinzs of Ged's people nre the only Soriptural
means by which the Gaospel ean be scripturally supported- where it is al-
realy, and extended to those places which are still in ignorance and
misery,  Why is it that your conduct is g0 opposed to your principles?
If you give at all to the support of the Gospel, it is both gparingly and
grodgingly.  You do not make God's bounty to you the measure of your
liberality in his cause. Your ability is the standard of your duty.—
Your cbligations to God should be the motives of your exertions—nat
what men-iny think or =ay of your conduet.  Have you, then, conseien-
tiously served God with part of hiz own? But there is another view
which yau might advantageously take of your conduet, and- here you
may-see the injustice as well a8 inconsistency of it.  In a community of
Clristiang, the ordinanees of religion must bo sustained.  Now, in what
way would this bo done, if all acted as you do?  How conld churchies bo
built, ministers sustained, and tho incidental -expenses of tho congroga-
tionmet?  You would cither let the cause expire, or apply to the state
for aid, and then farewell to all professions of Volumaryism, You say you
contribute to the current expenses of the congrogation! well, but to what
extent, or with what dispositions?  Small in proportion to your ability,
and given gradgingly. ‘I'his is evident from your conduet in cortain cir-
cmnslances.  For example, should any untowand incidents arise in the
congregation, or any movement oceur that goes contrary to your wishes,
you make these a pretext for withholding your pittance. Thisisnot a
fictitious skotch. It is tho statement of fact.  Nor-is it a solitary caso
in a single congregation. There are not a few such cases in almost all
congregations.  You who act thus in- such circumstances, seem to think
that if the majority of the congregation in which you exist do not obey
your will, they cannot hase your aid.  How i istent and unamiabl
docs your conduct appear? How unlike Iis of wham it was written,
“ For our sakes he beeame poor, that we through his poverty might bo
made rich?”  Your conduet plainly shows that your professed attach-
niont to the Scriptural methoed of supporting the Gospel is all hypoerisy.

2, Reflect on some of the evils whick flow from your conduct—these
are cuils to the church or congregation 8f which you are members.—
Generally, all the cflorts of tho members of congregations, are required
1o sustain tho ordinances of religion in a becoming manner, oven when
each member does his duty ; and when each performs his part aright, all
things work harmeniously and successfully, Butwhen some cither with-
hold their contributions, which are reasonably expeeted -from, and hon-
catly due by them, or when they give about the fifih or third part of what
they should contribute, they zre thus the cause of not a few of the evils
which exist in congregations. ” Those who contribute their due share to
support the ondinances of religion, must come forward and contribute in
addition to what they have already given, or the eause sinks, and ulti-
mately cxpires. ‘This ruin is from the hands of such loud professors and
mean performers of their duty.  Even should the congregation survive
such blighting influences, how mean'and poverty stricken does the wholo
affair appear—the church is in a state deplorable to look at, like some
forsaken ruin, hastening to deeay, into which the snows drift during winter,
and the ruins find ready access during summer, and neither comfort nor
cleanliness are to be thought of at any time. Now, why are things thus
in a-land where there is such an abundance of wealth? It js evident
that somo must be very defiient in the performanée of their duty~—this
must be charged on those who have abundince nnd do so little. And
onoe of the aggravations of their sin is, that they know all this, and will
make no effort to remedy it They know that it takes all that can bo
raised, from-those who are willing to contribute, to support-the minister,
and that by no means in luxury, so that the cxpenses necessary for tho
repairs, cloansing, and warming the church, arc scldom obtained. Theso
things fall as an extra burdén upon tho time or liberality of a fow who
do their duty. Is not this a vory deplorable condition-for congregations
to be in, and cspecially for those whose members are known voluntaries 1
~This stato of matters is attributable to those who_make such boasting of




