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foolish we are, and how sinfully we trifle with the words
of our Saviour himself when we daily use them with our
lips, and yet have no carnest and sincere wish that our
prayers may be answered, even as far as we ourselves
are concerned. I have already called your attention to
the dstonishing extent of meaning: which you may find
in every sentence of the Lord's prayer,—and in these
few words we are taught to pray that this kingdom of
God may be set up in our own hearts, reducing all within
them to obedience and subjection to Jesus Christ as our
King and Governor: that all people and nations, as well
as our own neighbours, relations, and friends, may be
brought into the way of truth: that the Gospel may.be
évery where preached, and that the Ioly Spirit may
cause it to be so understood and practiced that all the
human race may become truc and sincere and faithful
Christians, serving God in holiness of  life and purity of
heart, so that there may not be found one servant of
Satan in the whole world.  All this meamng is contained
ih these three words, “Thy kmgdom ccne,” and yet
how often are the} spoken without, any remembrance of
the countless blessmgs the answer to them would bring
npon otrselves and our fellow creatures; 5 as a natural
conseqitence of tlus state of” things we “are next taught
to pray that the will of God may be done on earth even
as it isin heéaven. Now ‘only imagine for a moment,
wy dear childrew., what a very different wo,rld this would
Ve xf this - petmon was put up faithfully, and, in_ true
smcemy of heart, even by all ‘who ca!l themsel\es
Cliristians, and who ‘have been taught to say ihese words
day afier day, as long, and pcrhaps longer than they can
réwetnbér. I C}msxxuus were alli in earucst in wxshmg



