THE CANADIAN GETLEMAN'S JOURNAL AAND SPORTING TIMES

’rlfhe,:‘Interpreter.

CHAPTER IX.

{CONTINUED.)

* Doant hurry a man so, squire ; pray ye,
now, doant. I be ouly cut o’ breath, and the
Iads they be safe enough by this time ; but I
wanted for you to speak up for me to the
master, squire, I baint a morsel to blame.
I went a-purpose to ses as the young gents
didn't get into no misebief ; I did,indecd. I
be an old man now, and it's & long walk for
1ne a4 my yours,” whined the old rasesl, who
wag over at the Manor three nighls & week
when he thought the keepers were out of the
way. *Aud the dog, he was moet to Llame,
arter all ; bat the keepers they've got the
young gents safe enough—and that's all
about it.' 8o u‘y‘ing. he stood bolt upright,
like » man who has fired his-1lust shot, and
ready to abide the worst. Truth to tell, the
Kiog of Naples wus Lorribly afraid of Rop-
sley, )

Tyhe iatter thouglt for & moment, put bis
band in his pocket, and gave the po'aohgr
Lalf-a crown. * Your hold yourtongue,’ said
hie, * or you'll get into worsetrouble thun any
of thom. Now go home, and don’t let me
bear of your etirring out for twenty-four
bours, Booff! Do you hear? .

0ld Nap obeyed, and hobbled off to his
coltage, ther to epend thé termi of *his ‘en-
foro.d rcmdﬁl 00 gx hi; ftvor.llta gccnp%;on of
drinking, whilst Ropslgy walked rapidly on
to tbou:fllagé. and lrfc(ed hiid ateps ‘to that
woell- known inn, ¢ The Greybound,’ of- which

every boy at Everdon School was more or]

Jean & patron. .

In ten minutes’ time there was muoh ring-
ing of Lells and general coofusion pervading
that establishment ; the c,nrl{-hn ed waiter
(why do all waiters have curly hair?) rasbed
to and fro with a glsss-cloth in bis hatid ; the
barmaid dropped Lier Jong ringlets over her
own window-s , within which ahe was to be
seen at all bours of the day and night, likea
pretty piotare in its frame ; the lame ostler
stumped about with an aotivity foreign to his
usual methodical nature, aud & chaise and
pAir was ordered to be got ready immediatcly
for Baverley Manor. _

Richard the Third {s said to have been
born with all his double teeth sharp set, snd
10 govd masticatory order. It is_my firm
beliet tliat Ropaley was also ushered into the
world with hie wisdom teeth in a state of
maturity. He had, indeed, an ol«} head upon

onng shoulders; and_ yel this lad was

ronght up and edoeated by his mother until
he was sent to school. Perlaps he was
Jaunched intu the world too early; perhaps
bis recollections of bome were not vivid
cnough fo soften his character or awaken his
feelings. When I first knew him lie had been
an orplian for years; but I am bound to say
that the only being of whom he spoke with
reverence was his mother. I never heard
bim mention her nune but twice, and each
time a soft light stole over his counntenanoe
and altered the whole exg:ouion of his fea-
tares, till I conld bardly believe it was the
gsme person. From home, when a very
little boy, Lie was sent -to Eiton ; and after .
long prooess of hardening in that mimio
world, was transferred to Everdon, more as
» private pupil than & scholar. Here it was
tbat I first knew him; and grest as was my
boyish adm ration for the haugbty, sristo-
cratio youth just verging upon manbood, it is
no wonder that I watched avd studied his
character with an intensity born of my own
ardent disposition, the enthorissm of which
was all t1 e s'ronger for haviug been 30 ve-
pressed and concealed in my strauge and
solitary childhood. Childrem are hero-
worshippors, aud my biero tor the time was
Ropeley.

1 e:u.l think, the only inslance I ean
recollect of a mere boy proposing to himeelf
a certaiv aim and end in life, and going
steadily forward to ite attainment without

atse or deviation. 1 often think now, what
18 there that » man with ordinary faculties
might not attain, wonld he but pro to
bimself at fourteen that ition which he
would wish to reach at forty ? Show me
tho hill that six and-twenty years of per-
seserance would fail to chmb.  Bat no ; the

them just as Lie stored and oultivated that
iotelleot whioh be valued not for itself, but as
& means to an end.

*If 1 hed fifty thousand a-.year,’ I once
heard him say to Manuers, ‘I should take
no troavle about anything, Depend upon it
the real thing to live for is enjoyment. but
if I bad only forty-five thousand I shonld
work like a slave—it would not quite give me
the position I require.’

Suoh was Ropaley at the earliost period of
our aequaiutance.

¢ Drive {o:Baverly Manor,’ said he, as he
made bimseif thoroughly comforiable smongst
the cushions, lét down all the windows, an
setilod himself to tho perusal of the last daily

Aper.
P ny other boy in the school would have
gone in & gig.

CHAPTER X.

BEVERLEY MANOR.

Why does a country gentleman invariably
seleot the worst room in the house for his
own private apartmeunt, in which he trans-
sots what he is pleased to crll bis buxiness,
and spends the greater part of his $ime ? At
Bever! ? Manor there were plenty of rooms,
cheerfal, , atd well proportivned, in
which it would have boen a pleasare to live,
but none of these were chosen by Sir Harry
for his own ; disregarding the charmns of the
saloon, the drawing room, the morning-room,
the billiard-room; and toe ‘hall- itself, which,
with a huge fire-place and a thick carpet,.was
&" no means tbe leasy comforiable part of

16 Eotss~He hid Tétited ® & etsdl, ‘ill.
contrived, queer-shaped apartment, .Jark,
dusty and nncoinfortable, o
recommendation was that it communisated
direolly with.s back .staircase and offices,
aud did not require in its own untidiness any
apology on the part of muddy visitors, who
had not thought of wiping their boots and
shoes as they came up. A large glass gun
case, filled with double-burrels; ‘oocupied ons
sido of the ruom, flanked by book-shelves,
loaded with such usseful but not entertaiuning
works as the Racing Calendar, White's Far-
riery, anl Hawker's' Instructions to Young
Sgortamen. In one corner wasa whip stand
bung round with many an instruiment of tor-
ture. The knotted A:g-whip that reduced
Ponto to resson in the golden stubbles; the
long-thonged hunting whip, that brovght to
mind at onos the deep fragrant woodland in
November, with its scarlet coats flitting down
the distant ride; and the straight, punishing
¢eut and thrust,’ that told of Derby and 8¢.
Ledager, Ditoh-In, Middle Mile, and all the
siraggles of Epsom and Newniarket. In
snother was an irnstrument for measuring
1and, and a roll of plans by which aores wers
{o be caloulated and a system of thorough
dui;ing eetablished, with & view to golden
profits,

‘ Draining,' remarked 8ir Harry, in his
younger days to an sssemblage of ooun
gentlemen, who siood aghast at the temeriiy
of his proposition, ‘I am no-advocate for
draining :'—~voioes were raised, and 'hands

‘all I oan say is, gentlemen, that I have
drained my property till I cannot get a far:
thing from it,' ‘'was Sir Harry's conclusive
reasoning, whioh: must have satisfiad Mr.

kMwhi himaself.

A colured engraving .of ths well-known
Bev 1iy short-horn Daudy, huog on one side
of the fire-place, and on the other, a print uf
Fiyiog Chiiders, as be appeared when going
at therate of a mile a minute, apparently
by a bighwayman in huge jack-boots and a
flowing periwig. In the centre of the room
was fixed & large leather-covered writing:
table, and at this table sat Sir Harry him-
solf, prepared to adminiater -jdstidé aud pun-
ish all offenders. He was a tall, ‘thin mix,
somewhat bent, and bald, with & hooked
nose, and a bright, searching eye, cvidently
a thorough man of the world jn thoaght, feel-
ingy and opinion. The artificisl will become
seoond nature if long enough persisted in,
and 8ir Harry hed:served no short sppren-
ticeahip ¢4 the trade of fsshion. His dres
wan peouliarly neat and gentleman-like, not
the Isast what'is now termed °*slang,’ and
yet with a something in it that marked the
borseman. He was busy writing when we
were ushered 1nto the awfnl presence, and

which the only {1

uplifted in pions horror and deprecation— i1

bourried over here to assure you that thoy
have had no evil intentions in trespassing cn
your property, and to apologize for their
thoughtlesaness, partly out of respect to you
Sir Harry, and parily, I am_bound to sy,
for the credit of the school. I am sure that
veither Egerton nor De Rohau —'

Sir Harry started, * Egerton! Do Rohan!’
he exclaimed. ¢ Not the son of my old friend
Philip Egerton, not young Count de Rohaun?
really, Mr."—— (be looked at the eard Lo
beld'in his Land), ‘reslly, Mr. Bupsloy, I
am very muob obliged to you for rectifying
shis extraordinary mistake.’ Buteven wbilst

d | e was speaking I Lad run round the table,

to where ae sat, and seising his- hand—I re-
member how 6old it felt betwéen my own
little hot, trembling ories—exolnitned-—

‘Ob! do you know my papa ? then I am
sate you will not punish us. Only let us off
this'time, and give me bsok Boll, and we
will proiniés never t6 come here again.'

The Baronet was not & demonatrative per-
ton, nor had he muoch patience with those
who were; he pusued me from, I thought
rather ooldly, and addressed himself onoce
more to Ropsley.

* Why, these boys are sons of two
of the oldst friends 1 bave in the world. I
would not have had saoh & thing happen for
& thoussand pounds. I must apolog:ze to
you, young gentlemen, for the rudeness of
my servants—Good heavens! you were kept
waiting in the hall. Why on earth did you
not give your names? Your father and I
wore at &llege, together, Egerton; and as
for you, Monsieur le Compte, had I known
you were at Everdcn, I would bave made a
point of going-over to call
Bus 1 haveonly just gew to the country,

and that mubt be'my exounde.
- Wilor. 56wl -

ing his torn jacket and disordered collar, he
ooked the young Count all over, and so I
am sure thought Sir Hnrr{r Ropeley was
perfectly gentlemanlike, but Vistor was natar-
ally high bred. ,

¢ Barrells, wheras are you. going, Barrells ?°
resumed his master, for that discreet person,
sesing the turn things ‘were taking, was
quietly leaving the room. *Xow always
wers the greatest fool that ever stood upon
two legs. Now let this be & warning t¢ you
~~svery vagabomtl in the country helps him-
self to my game whenever ho pleases, and
f.o'u never Iay a finger on one ot them. At

t you insult and abuse .tygo young gentle-
men that any one but a born idiot could see
were gentlemen, and brin’.}, them in herp for
poachers—poachers ! as if you didn't kuow
s poscher when you see one. Don’s stand
gaping there, you foo), but be off, and the
other blockhead too. Hie! here ;'let the dog
be atteinded to, and one of the watchers mait
lead him back to Everdon when he's well
agein. Now see to that, and never niake
such a stupid mistake agsin.'
*Nay I go and see Bold, sir?" said I,sam-
moning up courage as wy late captors guil-
ted the room.
¢ Qaite right, my little man,’ replied the
Baronet, ‘a0 you shall, this evenirg. But

Ary | im the meantime, I hopayou'll all stay smd

dine withme. I'll write your master—what's
his name f—and -soud: you back in the ear-
tiage at night; what say you Mr. Ropiley ?.
oan give you & eapital bottle of claret.’
_Bo bere wers we, who one short hour be-
fore bad been making ap ovr mindstoendure
with fortitude the worss that could happen,
—who had expected to be_driven with igno-
miny from Beverley, and haoded over fo
condign punishment on our retura to sehool,
if indeed - we, were fortunate enough 1o sscape.
ocomm:ttal and imprisonment in:the County
Gaol,~—now installed as honored gueets in’
the very mansion which we had so:long
looked upon as a terra incognila of fairyland,
free {o visit the *hins aud bouts * of Beverley,

8- | with no taanks fo the ‘Kin - ot Naples® for his

assutance, in:ahort; raised st one step from
the abyss of scboolboy despair to the height
of schoolboy gratifieation. Vicfor's delight
wad even greater than mine .43' .we:were
shiown into a pretty-tivtle dressing-room over-,
looking the garden, o wash our ‘hands be-
fore dinner. He said it reminded him of
tiome, and mude him #éel ‘like a gentléman"
Onoe more. !
dowa . e slasly o1 Asag roo, acvod
own ] o -£00D8,
upon msssive plate by a butler and two foet-
men, whote maguificence made me feel quils
shy in my comparative insignificancs. Re
sley of coures seemed as muoh at home ae-if

I H E‘ or "li!\k. of 1 at all—or if lLie does, Yietor lnd I had time to steal a look at each I ne in the- hebit-nf--dinine-~lipra- nrery

-upon yousysell.

e

‘that shoald ¢
aud enable me fo'prove inyeelf ‘whiat Lreally
‘m.‘ LI . P . St T ae

nor & C]
rienoe of lite.F have foand 1many inst.nces
in which it has borne & strapge semblance

of teuth,

Men fesl by instinot swit as light
The presence of the foe,

Whom God has marked in afier years
To strike the mortal blow.

The other, though his brand e sheathed,
At banguet or in hall,

Hath a forebodement of the time
‘When one or both must fall,

So sings ¢ the mibstrel' fu his poem of
Bothwell, but Bothwell was not writien at
the time of whion X ‘30. , and the onl
poetry I hiad aver beard to justify my anti.

athies was the iomely quairain of :Dr. Fell.

Hll I folt somehow irom that moment I
hated Ropelsy ; it was absurd, it was un-
guateful, it was angentlemanlike, but it was
undeniable, . .

Bo I buried myself in the contemplation of

the pioture, which posssesed for me a strange
ination, The subject was Queen Dido
transfixed on her faneral Rro. the very tn-
fandum regina to whose history J owed -so
many schoolroomn sorrows. 1 began to think
1 should never hate Virgil again. The whole
treatment ot the picture was to the last de-.
g«nnnutml, and the coloring, even to my
experienced oye, fanity and overdone. Yet
that face of mute sorrow and resiguation
spuke at onoe to the keart ;.the Queen lay
ing on the distant galleys which were
ing away her love, and ourling their
beaks and curvetting, so to speak, up-bill on
on & green sea, in & manner that must bave
made the task of Palinuras no ¢ s whe
‘he underiook to steer tue same, ~Her limbs
wérp dipposed $6if8y; but not ungracefully,

et ‘on "her
sweat sad séuntenancs the. arlist had dépiot-
ed with wopderful skill the triumph of men-.
‘tal over bozd y tnquuh ; sud though 'the
foatures refained all woman's softnsss and
woman's bsauty, you read the breaking heart
beneath. 1 conld have looked as that pieture
for-hours, I was lost in it‘even then, but 'the

door.opened, aid whilet Ropsléy got up with
[ ﬂoprl:h'and ‘his most r&cpd t’fn‘l bow, in
walked the young lady we " met ‘tnder

far differont cironmstances some thrée hours
béfore it the shribbery, and quietly took her
place by the side of her paps. .. . B
AsTlooked from Queen Dido. fo Mim
was the very

Constanoe I quite started : there

fase a8 if it had walked out of the ocanvas.
Ycunger certainly, and with a. more childish
expression about the wmouth, but the same
queenly brow, the same 'sad, serious eyes,
the same delicate features and. oval-shape ;
the fascination was-gone from the- picture
now, and yet as I looked at the ohild—for
pl;ilri she was then—1 experienssd onoe more
the old well kacwn pang of self-huniliation

which 80 often poisoned my happines, I

folt -s0 dull ana awkward amongst these
bright faces and polished manners, so un:
geinly. and out of .place where othars were
gay and at their ease. How I envied Vie-| g
tot's self-posscesion as ‘he addressed the)
young lady with-his pleasant, foreign acoent
and a assuranos -thet an

an English boy
nsver aoquires till he is verging on manhood.

How willingly wonld I have

witk any oné of the party.
i Kol orip (Rt A

straint, to appear as 1:fell myself in reality

an egoal in mind and station and feelings to

the rest; For the firsd lime in mv life,.a8 I
sat a mere ohild at that dinner table, came
g:o thrilling, .maddening feeling ¢t my
oart—
"¢ Oh1 that something would happen, wome-
thing dreadful, something unheard of, that
should strip from eash of us all exiransous
and arlificial advanseges; that abonld give us
all & fair start on equal terms—something
iry our eourage of-osir fortitdde,

.. d

" Th wis, tbie fira} spatk of Ambltion thiat éver

sutired iy boyish brasit, bul “wiien once
be. | Kindled, such

adlsd, gueh 8 kn:: p,-;‘a:@a@mu
extinguished. Rertunats .is. it.that " oppor-
tanities are wanting 10 fan themna into;m.
:a:ouhonldmbu have.the world in »
‘0‘ . 1

 Miss Constanes took very liltle noliosof
us teyoud a 00ld- allaiion 10 the well-being
of my dog, snd it was not till Nir .
az lake chaige ot Vistor and mysall, and
Tead ws out through the garden to visit our

wounded favorite, that. we had any convei-

wistian-like, and yet in my expe-!turn the delights of & cerlain swing, and
o : y ; played a game at & battledore and ugultle-
cock in the echoifig hall, we were becoming.
| fast frionds, and bad sucoseded in interesting
our new acquaintance extremely in all the
details of schuolboy life, and our own suffer.
ings st Everdon: I remarked, however,
far less notice of me
than of Yiotor; with him she seemed frank
and moiry aud at her.eass ; with me, on the
contrary, sks relained much of her early re.
serve, and I oould not help fanoying, rather
avoided my oonversasion :than otherwise,
Well, I was tised 40 being
kground, and it was pleasure enough for
me {0 watch thal grave; earnest countensnee,
sud speculate on the superhumax beauty of
Queen Dido, to whish ¢ bore 80 siravge s
resém

Tt was-gelting too dark to continue ov
o hiad already lost the shuttlecoek
three times, and it was now hopeless]
rebed on the frame ot an old pioture in the
» whien the dining-room dvor opened, and
i~ oame out, ::ill i
8 guest on the one sngrossing topio.
+I am much obliged to you for the hint,"
‘It never struck me be-
od if your infirmation is to be de.
eball oertainly back bim.
that 1 shoult not have Leard of the

that Constanes took

thrown in the

said the Baronet.

‘l&y mun dare not deecive ine, I assure
you, answered Ropsley, his

s s litle fSashed and voluble after his
claret. * He used to.do odd jobs for me when
I was in the sixth form at Etor, and £ mot §i
Alasrobber. dey.-in
He is & mason by

uiet, distined

one when | 1.

IM. w
the High-street at Bath.
teade, and is emploged repairin,
Mower; e beard of Vathek
10 sure that he basn't xead ji,
the fellow has sume brains about him. Well,
I knew he hadn't beed hanging abont Ascoy
all bis life for nothing, 8o I desoribéd the no
to him, and bade him kee y _
when perclied in mid-air tlhiese brig ‘
ings, with.such & coamand. of Lansdows
Why, he knew.{te horse a3.well as I did, snd
yestorday.sent me a.fall account of the
I destroyed it immediately, of courss, bub
{pointing to his forehead

—1I ain not sure

have it all here'

where, indeed, Ropeley oarried
sosllany of information).
mare at lesat fifty

ards, and che was near!
head of * Blap-Jack,’ #o_you
nit heis a ‘real flyer.
sd-higi $0 win & Jarge stake, a
lagst, for & boy: like .me,’ added Ropsley
modestly ;f ¢ aud I donot mean. to hedge
.0 ’ . ’

it .
Bir Harry was delighted ; Lis .bad' found
¢yonng one,’as-he ecalled it, after his own
heart; be declazed he would :not wish hin
* good-bye ;" he must' oome over again and
see the yéarlings's'he must accompany hin
races. 1fhé was t0°leave Xver-
don at the end of the half-year, he mus
coms and shoot in_ Beptémber; nay,
would go to Doncaster togither ;. in sho
ir Harry was fsscinated, aud .put us all inte
risge, which be had ordered exprem!
%o take us back to Everdon, with many ex
pressions of hospitality and good wi
b Soaked dowe with Lis toagus: Bansioe
ooked down t ‘hanging ou
in a state of-ludiercus- helplesa
‘Miss Conatanies bade us a quiet ¢ good-
night’ia tones s¢ aweet thial thiy Yang inm
the way hoitie, azid 50 we drove of
 wtht the front'docr; as thonzh W
had not that very afteraoon besn brought in
as culprits.al the back.
_ Ropeley was unus
'bdojomg; l}: d eatablichad by
verley AManor, -perhaps. he
how ‘to make thopgmlx):f i’
. 1.

thia distanoe ahe
have busked.

the box, from whenee

in atate fromd

CHAPTER XL

DULOE'TOMUN.

I must skip:a fow:
wers then 1o me-; us

now the senicr boysin-the seb
bade| D8 one of the baad




