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life and property of Britisht su1bjects mnu(
more safe. I bave only to adId that, hia
iiîg rend the above statement to the C2ou
inodore, lie lias been satisfied with the ce
rectness of the report.

The committc, lîaving carefuilly coi
sidercd the above statemeut, unanimotîsl
iigreetl te place upon record the followin
resolutions :

1. llesolved, Tliat tho commictee eý.
press tlieir regret that op)iions injurious t
the nissionaries and to the missioni, slîoul
have ben forincd aiîd spî'cad abroad bot
iu tlîis country aud in tlîe colonies. 'flics
opinions they believe to have rested upoi
reports destitute of foundation-reîorts ii
whichi the iaibbioiîarieî ivere rcpreeetcd a
the instigatorb of the- attack--as actuatei
by a spirit uf revenge, and as desiring ta
cocrce the natives by physieal force into ru
ceiving tlîe gospel.

2. 'l'lic committee are uaanimously o
opinion that the interférence of tîte mis
sionaries was altogetlîer in tlîe initerests o'the natives, and that by Clîcir acoin pan3,yii
Sir William Wiseman, tliey fac-ilitatedl in.
terceuirse between the inl ahitants of the
islands and lier MaJebty 's ofieers -thai
their prebence wvas a îneans of prcventiîîgà
inuch bloodlied wlîieli mighit otlierwisc
have taken place, through tlîe recklessiiess
and violence of the natives> and tliat so far
from meriting censure, the inissionaries de.
serve the approbation (if the comnittee.

3. Upen tîte geiieral question of mis-
sionaries ruqtiestiîig the interference of the
civil power, tlîe committee believe that,
whero preperty or lifè is eridangered,-bjut
more espet ially the latter,-it is the duty
of their missionaries to invok-e the îîrotc.
tienî to iviiclî, as B3ritish subjcrs, tlitev are
eatitlcd. 'l'ey have confidence that in ail
cases wlîerc such s ncecebsity ruav arise,
tîjeir niiibionaries will net with, tlhat pru
dence aud respect for the Ihiglhest interests
of the natives which have hitherto charac-
terised their conduet.

Progress of Christiallity iD the
South Sea Islands.

The cocos-nut trce growvs on the margin,
of the ses. The briuy surge, dashied hig-li
uipon tlie shore by the force of the winds,
which so vitally injures other trees, not
only dops flot injure thiib palm, but causes
it to thrive and prosper. AnI se, close by
the wvave, it ruay be found flourishing and
bearing ils fruits tlirougliout the corat isies
of the Southi Ses.

And thus it is that its ftuit, Mvien ripe,
fails inte the 'vaves, snd is wvafted across
the ocenn uiiril it flnds a resting-place on
some reef, the commcncement of a future
island, wîhieh hias just risen above the bcd

lîOf the occan, anîd there it germînates, and
v.beroînes a trc.

a- Tlns fromi isle te isle, and frem group to
r- group, this palin lias rcproduced iiself, un-

tii its pî.escnce is almost unîvcrsal through-
1.ont the nuiinberlcss groups of the South Ses

y Islandq.
g It seems te typify the remarkablc and in-

teresting wvny in ivhiclh christianity is ex-
tcudiîîg itself througîcout tlîese islanld homes

0 of man, wvhich are set in the midst of the
d great, Pacifi. waters.
Il Elekana, a native couvert, sud a deacos

e of a native chureh at the Samoa, or Navi-
agater's Islands, was driven te ses, in a eanoe

%viti eilitcompnio l, 1 a gale of wind,
s inAprl, 860 Aferlimce eks ofeCXPu-

suie, with great suffering, tlîey 'vere caLst
upon the island of Nukulacîne, about 600
miles nerth wcst from the Skimous. Ilere
they were treated with great kinclniess, aîîd

flcarned thbat-the peopile, siùveral ye:Irb lefore,
a(vsed so te do by the caîctain of a v~l

had hurned îlîeir MIo aud ils saerud biouse,
and wcre newi, scemingli, ýNaiiiig foi- bomel
one te tcech them repcetin- lthe truc Goi.
Theianccstors of these people 'nere from the

>Saimoas. ]ýkksna could easilv maîke lîîm-
self undersîood by them, andl ai. :oomi az lie
recovcred sufficieuitly from thie cifects of lus
expesure, lie commciîced holding religions
services on tlîe Ssbhath, sud zoon started a
srl ool. Uce had wvitli Jîim thirc bocks-s
Rarotonga Testamenit, a Hlvniîi bock, and
Notes ou the Gospel of Matihiew-aîid sooni
hail niany seholars, cadi one of ivhom mîust
hav s leaf from one of the books.

Atra time Elekana found an olîportu-
nitty to leave Nukîilaelae, sud ai. lcîîgtii,

crmany deîeiiîions, and vibitiiig seveLral
other islands, lie reaclied the Samoais,wliere

li "ai,«I have coici frein a heatien
i ad te beg hi les aud teai lierb froiiy voti."

le %vas now plaeeql in a Nli.,iuinry iiist*itei-
tion te receive furtlier iriatruction, wvlile
w.îiting for au epportuiiy to fulfil his coin-
mission sud returo te Nukulaielse.

The Missionaries nt tlîe N'aVigator's
gronp seen des!iitedl one, of tîteir niuinhet'
te visit the iblant1s, rcspectiiig wliirl Elckatia
mnade such interesting biatemeiits, andi wliicli
wvere calleil " Lgoon Is ad,~:pîmcreitly
beesuse cf tlîcir formationî, caria island, or
cluster, beiîîg s coral reef, ivitli little isîcîs
upon it, sîîrrounding a lagoon, as is the
case with uîany islanuls iu the P>acifie. le
sailedl frons Apia in May, 1865, %vitc E le-
kaust and îwo etlier tesehers aud tlîeir ivives,
-bound," he says, "for tîte islands K-nowu

on the chants as Ellicces Group. and otlier
islands ýbeyoad these, knowa by various
naines.'

Tîce cempany reached Nukulaelae, May
16, aud found tlîat, siace Elekaus lcfr, l'c.
ruvian slavers lîad visited tlîe islatcd and
taken away about two-thirds cf the peoicle,

Fub.


