
LESSONS FOR MARCH.

FIIIST SABBATI!.

SuiliECI :-Th'e &?d Sea.-Exodus xiv.
13-31.

IVe have before vis in these verses a -%von-
derfil proof of God's fiatherly care for Ilis
atrient rînd tIrobeil people L.riel. Horv
c1ose and rnysterius "as the liuk iii that
gret clain thazt streteires froui Joseph to
Mioses. Glaîrice brick a niorneri: at Ille
previous lebbuus, sud trace Godi's irand in
thecgoing don lf ire tlhrce score sud ten
souis intio Egvpt, of their seutlement in
Goslien, tlîcir nuudrous increase, notvith-
standing the repeated efflorts of the Phar-
tohis to prevent it. Out of this littie band,
cnsibting altogether of sevcnty.five souis,
incirrdinrg, as Pasul means, in Acts vii. 14,
t h gralidsous of Josephi, born ini Egypt,

tir paga grea:t multitude, numnberiug
not ILss, it i thouight, thtan thrc mnillions.
Wc aire told the Israelites incrcased greatiy,
and rulien Cod led rirem forth lry tire baud
of MlostL, sfttr a boudage of 430 Years,
(Exedus xii. 40) they irat an army of mien
rcady tu lirar amnis and fit for active ser-
vice of 600,000. Let us foliow thora now
to the lZcd Ses, anti belîoid God's great
dcli% eranve. No sounier hiad îhecy gone
than Phiar.toh's hecart %vas hardeued, aud ho
ade real'y Iris army and pursued the Is-

relites. At the r.ight of titeir pursuers
the Ismaelites are greatiy torrified, aicîrougli
they lind a great armv. Moses iiithait
grent fairh lit Cod that seidoni fsirered,
commîands :lrem to stand still and see the
Avlation of Jehovahi. "'The Lord (lie
Mby) âhahl figit tur voit, and ye shah bhold
jour pence. But thie sea is before thers,
forb;idiug ail advauce, 'vhiist the angry
l'haraniolinrd ii proud host are beiiind,

utigoff ail hope of retreat. Parsiyzed
eihfenr, the bost of Isrsel look %vith awe

and wunder in tlie face of their lender, as
he stands cahunly ou the shore waiting te
ronnin-, diay, uvhicli is ru bring deliverauce
tolsrmli, su a terrible overthrow to Egypt.
As the iriliar of cloud-calcd here the
Angel of God-movcd sluwiy hachkward

ardcame betîveeu tire twvo great host, on-
camped for the night scar cachi oiter, how
Stranige mnuse have beeu the sighet to both
yropies. To the Isr.-elites it was iight, a
tIMiUo of God's favour sud protection,
whbile il %vas dnirkuesb a tsý ribol of îî'ratit to

threcicries. It vvas an effectuai barrier
heurtes ethe Israclites and their pursuers,

1874. i9be 3ýunt affl Ifforn Xeob

aud flot oniy protcred them but coucealed
thicir movemneuts from the Egyptiaus.

But tire muorniîrg lias coule. Moses
stands ont tire shore, sud at the Command
of tbe Aliuigirîy stretches out iris rod sud
armn over fico augrv waters sud bids teem
divide snd ruake a, highwsvy for the peuple
of rireLord. XVhat a siglie must that have
becu vv'ien Moses and Aaron soepped down
before the astuiailied liot un the lintrodden
Sand, sud wsved to the people tu follow.
Aud as the ilîree illilons of Ilion, worsn
aîîd cîrilder filed alung eliat wondrous
aveuec, wieii the bloc wvaters like %vafls of
gass standing op "«ou the ri.,tian u

on the left," 1mw% strange moust have been
tbeir feeliings. IIow vividly is tie %Vhole
Scelle picrrd ! 1mow can ir be otierwise
titan rcal ! 1 o%' àtiiitige tîrat nien should
tri' to wliittle away wiîst is su plainiy tIre
manifestation of God's poiver. l'ie people
of Israel sud tlîcir cuexuies hîad two eyes
sud cars as uvell as we ]lave, sud they
must have kuowu the falets. Tbey sawv
Muses streteli ot ]lis hiand sud rod over
the sen; thiey sawi tic wv'es part, sud îiîey
trod the dry bc'd of the oea, sud touched
the bitte wvalls as they passed along to satis-
fy their doubeiug liearts. No ebb-tide, as
sortie sucggest eau accorant for ie. No long
continued ivind driviug thre watcr before it
lu ail urusual maucer, suid leaving the long
sandy beach bare, car expisin awr.iy the
iuiraculous character of tie event. No!
ive must s2c sund admire tire giese guudness
of Gud to Ilis peoprle in titis greoin inter-
position. How ofteil do tire iuspired 'vriters
point back lu tritnipii to that great deliver-
suice tvroiirghe hy God's biaud. (Sec Psalm
lxvi. 5 ; l'S. lxxiv. 9; Ps. cxxxvi. 13; Lai.
lxiii. 12; 1 Cor. N. 1 ; LJcb. xi. 23.)

23. "Aird tire Egyptians pursued and
ivene in after thireun tire iidse of tire ses."
It is thoirgie tire dsrkuess caosed by the
interceptiug cloud concealeti trots the
Egylîeiaus tire reai nature of tire groond on
wiiicii erey drove in prirsoit of tire Israci-
ites. Tirey heard rire soud of tire fugitives
irefore trm, suid prrsicd on mirirout being
aware tirat tey %vere pacing tire irare fluor
of tire ses.

24. "Tire Lord Iooked tirroîgir the
Cloud snd troobled tlieun.' Titisi probably
nicans that tire side of tire pi]lar of cioud
towsrds tire Egyptiars was sudderîly ilu-
niinated iwitii a lèlsze of liglit, wirnchr, in
contrast %vith tire darkness jrreccding, Caus-
cd fear aud trcmbiing (o ruia antI bouat,
sud rirreî the ivvroie iîost into confusion.

25. ,Ut0 us fiee," is the ccv of itho
tercor-sericken Egyptians, une tu another,
as tlheir trcmbiing raraks rasired uou cadi
other. Brut it was t00 late. Ail attempts
se flight aro vain.

( Conlii ured oit Ipve 6 of coter.)


