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bieu vcry simple, consisting of a fow easyv
airs whieh (-Onld be easilv Iearned, ani hi'
frequent repetition becomne fitiniliar to ail.
As flie Gospel spcd its way onward, the
varions tnationalities it rtaachcd would iiivi-
tabli- construet tlheir hvmni; lu well-knoîvn
metres, anti adapt thein to popular tunes,
thec Ilebrcw mietre and musie probably
moiifing thein to some eNtent. Iu the
carliest hymns which have reached ius, Wve
fiud suflicicut proofs of these statemieuts.
Two liyiiius of great autiquity have coic
down to us- " The Ter Sanctus " aud
-The Gloria in Excelsis." They were

uudoubteffly in) use early ilufthe third cen-
tury; and may ]lav-e i>en, lu substance,
ainGug tlie songs of tlic companions of the
Apostl-s. thus forming a concctiug l.
hetween Apostolic and post-A postolie times.
Thecir authors are unknoîvn ; but thieir
siîtpiicity ani fervour gave th-m a hli
on the universal heart, and insured their
preservation. The followiiug is thec version
of " Th Trer Sauctus " in the English
Prayer Book :-' lIt is very meet, righit,
and ont- bouifden daty-, that we shouid, at
aI! timnes anI iu ail places, give thanks
tinto lic, 0 Lord, Holv Father, AI-
mightv. E-'verlistiug. God. Therefore with
angeis and archangeis, and îvith ail the
company of hieaven, wve laud and magnify
'fhy giorious name, everrnore praising
Thec, and saying, Hlol, hoiy, holy, Lord
God of Ilosts, heaveu ami earth are full of
Thy glory: Glory bc unto Thee, 0 Lord
.Most I-Iighi"

The " Gloria iu Exceisis " i2 as foi-
lows

(;1or3- to God in the làighest,
And on üarth peie-,
Good v. iii towards mn.
We praite fit-, et-,s Thtec,
Wec %%rsi Thee, %ve glorify Thee,
Wù give Thce thankis l'or Thy great; glory.
O Lord. lleavenly King,
O <iod, Millier Alinighty,
0 Loi ( Je'u-, Chris't, Thon Son, onily-be,,otten,
And the Bly Ghost.M P
Lordt (od, Laiob of God, Son of the Father,
WVho takest i%%.% the sins of the world, have

inercy uron uis.
Thuit thiat takest anay the sins of the wold(,

rec(eite oui praver.
Thu, who -ittert at the right hand of the Father,

have hîzercy upoii us.
For Thl;u ouly art holy, Thont oumiy art the Lord

J esusL ç1Lutist, at the rlîght haîud of tlie Fatiier.

The date of thesc hymns caunot bc fîxed
witu certainty. They are fouad la the

eariiest Christian records tlint have retachcd
uis, ami bY some are suppose(] to ho the
ideutical «Ihymns sting to Christ as God "'
referred to by the youunger Pliuy in bis let-
ter to Triajnn. " Let us conietive our-
selvesl, says Dr-, Isiay Burns, Il listeniug
to stich strains as these, stiug inu nison to
some old Jewish chant, inil stiphional re-
sponse, ani WvC shahl prohably catch the
vcrv cchoes of that pure Apostolie ivorship
that resounde'] of oi<i amid the gîcu- and
thle tears of first love, iu the workshis of
Aquila, or the upper rocun at Troas."

Yeu-y tonclîing it is to thiuk that tiiese, in
ail proba.bility, "<ere Ille Nvords in îvhich
Ille few pcu-sccuted Chiristians of 1liny's
days, vho met before dawn to sing tlieir
Imm of praise to Christ as God, bireathed
the fert-our of their early love. As we
trace back flie strcarn of Christian soug,
amid the suowy inotintaiu tops of the dis-
taut past, hie-e the fn-st faint rilt Wells luto
iight. Ani lîow sweet, stroug, triumph-
ant, lny, joyous, arc the strains ! 'fhough
the wvords were uttercd by those who at
any moment miglit be called te seai thecir
tcstimouy wvitli their blood, tîmere is uo
touch of sadncss in the soug-no rcference
to self, or to tbecir owa feelings and pros-
pects; but aIt is praise, adoration, thanks-
giviug to in whîo had receûmed them
with lis own biood, aud given theuî tue
vietory over death. lIt is no death-chant,
but a glorions hymu of redemption,
breatlied hi- creatures, sinful indced, but
ivhiose bonds had been broken by the
mighty conquerer of sin and deatlî, ami
w-ho now, under the banner of their great
Captaiu, wer lghtinn- aogaîust sin sue

of beiing " more than conquerors through
Hirn wvho toved them?" lIn theni Il tur-
tality ivas swallowed up of life." Mym-iads
on myriatis whio once $ang these triumphi-
ant straius iu the dawn of Gospel day,
"have cî-ossed the flood " victorions; and
"îith angels and archangeis anti ail the

c-ompany of heavexi " thev now sin- Ilthe
song of Moses anti of thé Lamb." Very
precions to us are these relies of the eau-liest
Christian age- Soon tiuey wvere covered
over by a rank overî-growth of errors andi
idolatries-passionate appeals to saints and
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