
THE DOMINION IIEVIEW.

THE POLITICAL si'rUATION IN ENGLAND.

Ireiaîîi. continues te nionopoli7e the time of the Im-
lieril Parliament. But Pailiament can do littie in the way of
curing Irish troubles. These are the produiet of ntany comnplex
forces that hanve been at work for centuries. It is absîîrd te
think, tîterefore, that tîteir action can be arrested and tindone
at once by any legisiative measures. Causez social, economic,
edtîcational, have ail been powerful factors in the production of
the presenit stite of thingn in Ireland. They can only be
effectuaiiy checked b>' other forces of a like naîture working in
opposite directions. A nation, no more than an individtial, can
be reformcd in a day ; and i is ivorse than îîseless t0 expect
that Irelani cain be ctîred of its chronic maladies b>' any Bill that
may l'e îassed.

Legis!-ttioii. even of a liealing kinci, is, bowever, nuade almost
impossible by the condition of the country' wlîich, as Mr.
Gladistone said, 7s in te tbroes of a social revoîntion ihatI
ibreatens t0 overturfi tbe fotîndations of society utsd1. 'lhle
most atrocious mîîrders are committed ; helpless victims are
despatcheci witlt a îiger.like ferocity, cbaracteristic of tie loivest
types of savage barbarism. Tîtere scen's t0 be a %vide-
sprend, wel.-orgainizcd conspiracy against order and good govern.
mîenît, wbicbli as caist a nialignant speli tîpon tbe pteople.
So far the Governmenî have bren cemparativeiy powcriess, the
absenîce ai anything like a public moral sentinment ta wbich t
tlîey conîci appcal for suîpport, baviiig %veakencd their liancis
and liralyzeci iriicît ai their energy.

Me:întiwile, tbe prevention ri Crinmes Biil is being presseci
iii spite of the nîast violent obstruction by tbe Land League
section of tue Irish party. wbose existence is imperilieci by teI
settlement ai tc country. The first duty of a Governînen lis
ta niainiain ordcr, çtemily ta put an endi ta intimidation by a
set oi nîffians, and ta teacb thc people, by force if nccessary,
obcdicnce ta the laîss. lThe strlngency ai tbe Prevention Bili
'vas. ilîcrefore. a ncecessiîy. Trial by juîry becomes a farce, and
îlefe.îs the cnd ai it- existence. wben fia jury 'viii dischargc ils
duii> by convicting. If crime linac nat ta go îîniptnisbied
ailtogeibier. tierefore. a commission ai jîîdges %vas intpecrativc.I
So. aiço. iviit te large discretiorîary powcrs entnîsîed ta tbe
Lord Liceutentant. Desîterate cases reqîtire desperite remedies.I
Antd oni>' tue guiity anîd thecir assaciates nced stand in aive aif
ilite Prevenuion Biii. To îtcaccfîil, livabiding t.iîizcns, it iilà
caiuse litîle permianent incanvenience ar liardslîip).

-%lontg ivith thIe Prevention Biil, thc Arrears (if Rcnt Biii is
bcing stcadil>' adivancedi. thc fuindamcntal jîrincipie ai the policy
af the Gavernnîcnî being rcdrcss oigrievances. as iar as% possible,
-dong witb any 5>Stei ai coercion. The Arrears Bili is the
ilecessary coitîp)!ctent ai lte Land Bill ai last year, rnany
tenants, on accalînt of arrcars ai rent, being tînable ta take
acivantage afilus provisions. Tlîe clauses praviding for partial
payimefit b>' the Govemmnent. out1 ai tbe surplus fancis ai lte
Irish cburch andi the ptublic treasur>', oi arrears ai refit in
certain cases. are assailcd b>' tbe opponents ai the Biil for tbeia1
commuînisîic îcndcacy. In titis respect, ltoweve:r, thcy arc
trifing ¶Vhcn campared ivitit Lord Salisbury's celebrated plan
for nîaking lte Staie the sale praprictar ai the islanâ. Tl;eore-
tically, tbe Arrears Bill ena> have somcîbing ai a socialistlc
character, but the good.. practical, camînon-schise f te Etiglisit

people, the most stîccessitîl and thc niost illogicai people in the
world, may be rclied on to prevent its cvcr bcing used as a,
precedent for the ;-ealisalion of comfmunistic drcams.

Amidst the many voices crying in the strcts, the dcmand for
Home Rule grovs lancier. Ignoring altogcther the fact that
the causes of the Irish troubles arecflot evcn mainly legislative,
it is arbitrarily assumed that tlîey have arisen fram, the 'vant of
Homc Rule, and that possession of it will irove their cure. On
this unwarrantable assurription the late Canadian Parliament
based uts singularly ill-timed attempt to interfere in a matlcr
entirely bcyond its jurisdiction. Canada itsclf %vas pointed to
as an .xample of the successful working of the system, and the
example bas bcen quoted since. But Ireland can neyer be
alIowîed to stand te England in the saine relation as that of the
Dominion at the presenit. And it is prernaure to point to the
successitîl operation of the systemn among the Provinces them-
selves. Apart altogether from the fact that Canada possesees
undevelopeci resources that are practically limitless, andi that
Home Rule, so.callcd, in Canada, is oniy a temporary cutting
of the knot, not a final solution of the problemn of hiow to fuse
the scattered parts of the Dominion into one organic wbole, it
is a hasty inférence that Home Rule in Canada is a success. In
te very province where the difficuities it 'as meant to obviate

ivere niost feit, a large andi infitiential nuimber of the popuilation
are loolking forwrz.ý1 In a leffisiative union as the only safe-guard
for their liberuies, anÀ tile only means of escape from the banc-
fui influence of the Governlment of Quebec.

Hitherto ils advocates bai -reftised te face the question:-
Wh'at is Home Rule? Home Ruie for 'rclanci means eithcr
national independence, or practicaliy nothing. The passibility
of th,. former does flot admit even of discussion ; and the latter
beconies evident the monment an intelligible definition of Home
Ruie is attempted. In the iVnfeeth Century, for Jane, Mr..
Jutisin &\cCarili), M.P., wvritcs Il The in:c-rsî of Ireiand is

flot niccesFar»ly divided from that of Etiglanci in the niatter of
Jmpcriai taxation1, or of ipostal arrangements, or of colonial

4and foreign iîolicy, or even of iariffs and commercial treaties.
Andi, in bis Home Rule schemne, thc Imperiai Pa.rl:amnent is
chargeci wiîb Ilthe monarchical establishnment, the nmaintenance
"of the aimy, tbe iîavy, and the post office, andi tue conduct
of farcîgni and colonial policy, and the imp~ositio'n andi coiicc-
lion of sucb taxation as %votilc bu needeci for these objects."

What is left, ilien,. aftcr adding edutcation andi a reform of the
landi la'vs to the list, boîh of wbich, in the pectiliar circum-
stances of the cotintiyv, coîlci- flot iii safety be left to the con
trol of any local legisiature ? Notbing that a gooci systemn ai
connîty boards coîîld -iot accomplisit cquaiiy iveli, andi at fr
less cost.

It is hopcecss la expect tuai Irelanci can bc cîîrcd af its
cvils ivithin one or even scecal gecratioîs ; lcast of ail thatso
desirabit. a rcstilt can ever be achieveci by Home Rulie, or any
other mcrcly legislative meastires. justice wli bc donc ta
Irelanci, as 'eli as 10 Engk-nd andi Scotinci, by the Britisht
Parliatm-:n; reai grievancesn'iii be rcdresscd as far as possible.
But beyond titis, and as more powerfuil agents in te regenera-
tion of society, thte Irish people miust look ta the spread of a
better cducation, the recognition of economie lawvs, and the
couniteracting influences of bigher social forces, ivhosc opera-
tion, îtough lcsr obvious, is nor.e thec lcss real.


