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intesfere with the plasticity of the material under the plugger, and
yet it imparts ¢o the mass a sufficicnt degree of toughness to make
it work kindly.

It comes in four numbers. Nos. 1 ans 2 are recommended for
starting fillings ; No. 3 for gencral and contour work,and No, 4 for
usc in connection with amalgam, where the latter has been placed
along the cervical margin of deep cavitics,

The writer bas had no cxperience with No. 4, and very little
with No. 3; but for starting fillings Nos. 1 and 2 come nearer being
the idcal filling material than anything that has ever been offered
the profession.

If it is not uscd in cvery office where gold fillings arc inserted, it is
because its good qualities arc not recognized, or its proper manipu-
lation not understood. From reports concerning its usc it is fearcd
that few opcrators handle this gold properly. It should ncver be
uscd in flat picces cut frdm the pads as we get them from the
manufacturcr. The layers of foil on the outside are so thin that
used in this form they are liable to be punctured or torn, when
immediately we have the same difficulty as with ordinary plastic gold
—-a crumbling of the material which makes it very unsatisfactory.
One or two experiences of this kind arc enough to discourage the
operator, and it has too often been thrown aside without recalizing
that the fault was in the mannecr of working instcad of in the
material.

To properly start a filling with crystalloid gold one should note
the kind of cavity to be filled and prepare the gold accordingly. If
a small, round, “well shaped” cavity—often the most difficult in
which to sccure a firm foundation—a strip should be cut ffom the
gold somewhat wider than the depth of the cavity. This should
then be rolled quite tight until the pellet is so large that—standing
on its end—it will fit snugly into the cavity. A plugger with point
ncarly as broad as the arca of the cavity, and having shallow
serrations, should then be used and the whole mass driven into
placc with hand pressurc.  If used in this way the gold will in every
instance stay firmly impacted in the bottom of the cavity, and will
not roll or tilt when other gold is added to it. An ordinary crown
cavity in a molar or bicuspid—especcially the upper—is more than
half filled by this one pellet,and with the assurance that adaptation
is good if the force is properly applied.



