1868.

THE CANA1 \ FARMER,

163

the next year thoy camo again, aud kept all hands
busy for weeks pulling them out from amongst the
next crop, and it was several years before the plague
was stayed.

The stalks and leaves are not well relished by cat-

tle and sheep: they are bitter, and when other pro-
vender can ). had, they ave refused. They are not
hurtful, however, and animals when conflned to
them, will do well on them and cat them up clean.
. Any one may thus seo what a dangerous pest this
is, and if ever & law was required it i against ** wild
oats ** TListles are nothing tv them. A thoroughsum-
mer fallowing, with so frequent ploughing as to pre-
vent their ever “ showing green''—from five tu six
times during the season —will absolutely free a field
from thistles, but wild oats only *bide’ their time.”
So long as the seed i8 in the ground, so long youmay
he sure that in time, and under favorable “circum-
slances, they will again appear in a greater or less
degree.

If the wild oat conld be hybridized (a most haz-
ardous undertaking, however,) and made to produce
berries as heavy and nutritious as Augus, or black
oats, they would become a valuablo crop, on account
of their earliness and hardiness; but wo fear the time
is far distant when this will be done. Meantime,
utter destruction is the only course which can be
safely pursued.

Potato Growing,

To the Editor of Tuk: Canava Faruen:

S, —-In your issue of March the 16th, I nuticed the
remarksof E.R. S., of Napanee, on growing potatoes, o
suthject whick, if properly discussed, I consider of very
greatimportance. Itappearstome thathe hias not done
justice to it, although I agree with him in the senti-

ments expressed in the commence-
ment of the article. They are very
good as far as they go, but I think he
has laid tco much stress on the ignor-
ance of his ncighbours. I have fro-
quently visited that part of the coun-
try, and I think that E. R. S. has very
different neighbours from the class
which he has represented.  He should
surely admit that the reason of the
light crops last year was in conse-
quence of the dry season. In the
neighbourhood where 1 reside, I saw
whole fields where the ground was
well cultivated, that did not yield
more than one quarter of a crop. In consequence
of the cxtreme drought, many farmers did not
plant any potatoes. The wet in spring continued
so late, that they thought it useless to make
any attempt after the scason was so far advanced.
This, I think, accounts for the light crops last year.
e gives us his experienco with regard to preparing
the seed and planting. I agree with him in cutling
the large ones, but those thatare too small to cut
once should be fed up, as Ithink the practice of
planting small potatoes should not be indulged in.
In the township where I live, farmors prepare their
ground by manuring, and summer fallowing if neces-
sary, and also their seed by cutting in such a manner
that there are from three to five cyces on each picce.
They cut a light furrow, drop the cuts about one foot
apart in the drills, and put the rows about twice that
distance, cover with a plough, and when they
are about coming out of the ground, put on a harrow
with teeth two or three inches long; harrow once in
a place ; the potatoes being in the furrow, will not be
distwrbed. This L.vels the ground, destroys the
weeds, if any, and gives the potatoes a good start.
They are then left until ready to hoe, which is done
by ploughing through them with a shovel plough
1f this is properly done, there is very little occasion

for the hoe. In this way I have rajsed and seen others
raise very remunerative crops. I think it would pay
E.R.S. to cut his ggutoes verysmall,if he only wants
four stalks in one hill, for the amallest potatoes have
from ten to fifteen eyes; and to put in the whole po-
tatoes would certalnly produce more vines than

four.
. A SUBSCRIBER.
Ernestown, April 29th, 1868.

Hay—Tedder.s..

A conresroxpeNT of the Co. Genl. expresses the
opinion that the Hay Tedder is not sufficiently ap-
preciated. In this I fully agree with him. Having a
large crop of hiay to secure tho past scason, and be-
lieving in the use of improved and labor-saving im-

plements, I determined to test the value of the tedder.
After getting what information I could, and examin.
ing different patterns in the market, I purchascd
“ (zarfleld's,” manufactured by the Ames Plyw Lo,
which tbny bave exhibited at the fairs this fall ; on
which, they informed me, they bad expended $20,.
000 in perfecting. After cutting with the machne,
we started the tedder, which turned up the grass,
and left it lying up light so that the sun and air
could act upon the whole. This made the labor cf
rakMig very casy. In agood day, by repeating the
process two or three times, the hay would be made
sufticiently dry to go into the barn. It turned_hay,
spread from the cock or windrow with greatrapidity,
aud much better than by band. One advantago ot
this tedder is that the Lay is not raised moro than
vighteen inches from the ground ; and should the
wind blow, it is not scattered where it is not wanted. 1
have never used an implenent with better satistac-
tion. Itis of eusy draught for one horse. It performs
ita work better and much quicker than by tand. In
calching weather, a8 1n the past season, there is less
risk troin damage. In curing second crop, its servi-
ces are invaluable,  Every one knows the difliculty
of getting it sufticicntly cured.  Hay dealers inform
me, that since the advent of mowing machines, the
quality of the hny iv not 80 good as formerly, The
grass tying fat, the top is mude too much, while the
bottowr remans green.  Thy is remedied by the

teddet, us it is nuxed indiscouminately, giving aly
patts an ciqual opportunity 1o make.

(o, Genlieman,

Prize Potato Digger.

———

Varieties of Wheat.

Toihe Editor of THE Caxans Farmer:

Sir,—DBelieving that it would bo a general benefit
if the numerous readers of your excelient paper
wero to contribute their experience in testing Jife
ferent varieties of farm produce, I will give you mino
with the following varicties of wheat, viz.: White
California, Italian White Mediterrancan, Virginia
Blue Stem, Norfolk Red, Bald Mediterranean, Bough-
ton White, and Diehl. The first four were winter-
killed, and the remaining three varictieshave wintered
first-rate and promise well.

Of the Dichl wheat I bad an average of forty-four
bushels per acre from nine acres sown last year,
and for hardiness, productiveness and quality, I con-
sider it superior to the other varicties named.

Iam, Sir,
Yours

. &e.,
LEWIS SPRINGER.
Iamilton, May 13th, 1868,

Cabbages, Kohl-'-Rabi, and Rape

Wg learn from Tho Furmer (Scottish) that in 1866
 nearly six per cent. of the land, under green crop
cultivation, in England: three and a half percent. in
Ircland; and seventy-five per cent. in Scotland, was
occupicd with cabbages, kohl rabi, and rape. In
the different English counties, the extent of ground
under thesv crops varied greatly; thus, in Cambridge-
share, they occupied twenly per cent. of the area
under green crop; in Lincolnshire, ten
per cent. and in Northumberland, two
per cent,  They are found in all parts
of Ircland, though they are most ex-
tensively grown in the midland and
southern counties. In Scotland. they
were cultivated most extensively in
the counties of Lanark, Dumfrice, and
Edinburgh ; however, no county con-
taincd more than 500 acres, and in no
instanco did they grow three per cent.
of the green crop. In Orkney and
Shetlangd, 355 acres were grown; 2.19
per cent. of the area under green
crops.”’

It is doubtless one of the faults of Canadian
farming that such crops are not more extensively
grown, supplying as they do a juicy food of which

AxoxG the implements exbibited at the Provincial |Stock are very fond, and helping toform a desirable
Exbibition last fall was a very effective looking rotation which leaves the soil in a very mellow state.

Potato Digger, which we briefly noticed at the time.
The Grst prize was awarded for this inplement. We

have since seen testimonials in its favour by pclsous,K Llrabt. T J ibis olant & trial i
 Kohl-rabi. las any ono given this plant a trial in

who have actually used it, and who speak in high
terms of its efficiency. The accompanying illustra-

We scarcely remember any instance of a field of cab-
bages being raised in this couatry for feeding to cat-
tle. The same remark may be made in reference to

Canada, and if so, with what result? Rape we have

tion will give some idea of its general appearance | 0ccasionally scen, but its cuiture isa very rare thing.

and mode of working. Itisdrawn vy two horses;
one on each sida the furrow. The large wheels in
front are connected by their axle and cog-wheels
with a rod running underneath for the whole
length of the implement. This rod is furnished
with ghovels or teeth, projecting sufliciently to
enter the ground, as the rod revolves, and passing
below tho tubers without cutting them. to throw
them out to some little distance on onc side. The
two hinder teeth are forked, to take up the smaller
fubers left by the others. Tne vod revolves pretty
rapidly, and the dirt and the {ubers are separated as
they fall to the ground, the latter being thrown fur.
ther aside, so 83 to be partially cleaned in the opera-
tion. Thoe inventoris Mr. Alfred J. Lemon. of Lyn-
den, Ontario, to whoso advertisement in the present
issue wo refer the reader for further information We
believe the price of the implement is somewhore
between $30 and $40. It will be to the interest of
manufacturers to make them as cheaply as possible,
othernise farmers will continue to dig their potatoes
with the plough.

Those who are going into the breeding of improved
cattle and sheep, will find it to their advantage to
grow such crops. Dairymen also should turn their
attention this way. At seasons when the pastures
fail, they conie in very oportunely, and in the winter
time, nothing is more relished by stock than such
succulent food as a change from dry and often
dusty fodder. Crops of this description are casily
raised, and with proper implements and good methods
of culture, the labour connected with them is nothing
like so great as many people erroncously suppose it
to be.

.
g 4

Tux Varg or TowS Sswace.—In his account of
the consnmption of 35,000 tons of London sewage in
1867 at the Lodge Farm, Barking, Mr. Morton has the
following remarks:—* I believe we have proved that
every hundred tons of sewage used during the past
year have actually produced, under circumstances of
average favorableness, one ton of grass over and
above the quantity nceded to pay an ordinary rent
and an ordinary farm labor bill.”?



