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“ L am Nothing, if Not Critical.” - -Shakespeare.
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The British Columbia Mining Critic.

ISSUED WEEKLY.

Devoted to the Interests of Mining and the Protection of investors.

THURSDAY ....... ... G APRIL 20, 1897,

*Lelters from practical men on topicx connected with mining.
mining machinery, mining laws,-and matters relating to the inin-
eralogical development of Canada. are alwaye welcome.

Mauufacturers and Dealers in appliances used in wid about
mines are invited to xend illustrations and descriptions of wew
articles. '

Iiews and deseriptions of mines and mining locations suleited.

Subseription, Two Dollars a year, payarl- (i adrance.  Re-
miltances should be made by Express, Postal G, o¢.c or 2eni: Draft
vayable to the * British Columbia Mming Critie.”

Adrertising rates quoted on application,

British Columbia Mining Critic Co., Publishers.
MAURICE GRADWOHL,

Managing Editor.

Holland Block, Vancouver, B.C.
P. O. Box 1as.

OUR RAISON IPETRE.

Tha object of the Burrisy Corvampia MixiNg Cruric js to fn-
furm the wesld how the mineryl dapusits of British Columbia
in purticular, and Canada in genersl, aro being developed and
with what pecuniary results.

We recognize the faet that to combine individual eapital for
the general good and the private acquisition of a colnpetoncy
is o virtue; and thyt to conspite and scheme, and by fraud.
tlent misrepresentation sndeavor to accumulate wenlth, is a
vice.

Hence we will ussist the suceessful promotion of all legiti-
mats mining enterprises. and we will devote our Hest energles
st to the utmost of ouy abllfty exvose dishonorable projects
through which the public may become vietimized,
the prposes for which We exist.

These are

THE PRESS AND OUR MINES.

1t has becowe so familiar to read tu the morning »ud evening
papers of an important strilﬁe in this mine and g gigantie find
in another, both of which pxcel In value any previous dis.
covery, that quilte natur:nl\' these statemouts are at Jast
received by the liliowlug pdblle with derlsion. It appesrs
from a common serse polnt bt view, that with only an ex-
ception here and: thers, the hole united press have baunded
Wigether to suppres§ Information in connection with certain
mines which they <now tobeb ly munaged, tinancfally weak,
and totally worthless so fur ore value is concerved. In
ANy cuses it nas ouly o be styted that Tom Brown or Dick
Jones mnnve a valuuble dlscovel:y at Gold Valley, Silver Creek,
OF Some other well known vicinity, when the uext fssue of the

.Journal details the tind, showing ull its xlowing capabilities
0! 1yig huidreds of thoussudelof dollars in" diyidends with-

v

T Ot e %% . w @ s . —

1
and all thls matter ix published day after day without any

better authority than u statement from one who I most “cases
never before saw either & mine or a brospect,  Without tirst
aceepting Gacts as genuine the press have o duty to perform in
making every enquley as to the truth and the merit of the as-
sertion.  Agatn, an Interested shursholder, or even a director.
reports the striklag of tho lode it No. 2 tunnel sfx fect wide
of sulid ore, ussuying from $20 to $100. yet upou Iuv«-stlu..;km
the strike proves a small veln intermixed with country roék.
extending across the fuce of the tunnel gt the bottom of the
shaft, and really assaying from nothinge to 55 yet the assays
arn not takan heed of until, with the auducity of a t!xlef.» the
picking and mining at lust enables those responsible to obtain
the desived result—a big assay, which weans nothing, but haaz
the desfred effect. It s high tine thay the press generally
Tov nuny mining propositions pay
their adveriising accounts fn the shaves of the'compuny, hence
the weiting up with or without merit tie mining shares in the

chitnged their tacties.

vatious companies.  Unfortunately, it is believed by proprie-
tors and editors of many journals that their agricultoral and
general correspondent has only 10 bo sent intoa mining district

Yat if they would
placed stich

authority they would hesitate before sending su.h # represont-

and report generally upon prospreets ste,

understand  how littdo rellance can be upon

ative on 50 hazirdous . pllgrimage.  “Tho mining reporter
needs to have considerable practival sxperfence and to be able
to Judge the vialue of a mine and it prospects within reason,
and he under no restrietions; 10 see what he reports. and
writes upou his own judgment, uot receit e statemonts that this
prospect 18 wonderful and that company will shortly be distei-
buting dividends, then aceept it as facts becanse he has had
uo mining experience.

A newspaper representative that has to aceepl mining
notes {rom wanugers, directors, and others interested will
be frequently hoodwinked, and in turn the public are deceived,
and stores of cash reach the pockets of the mining shark,
while ninety per cent. of the press cun to-day congratulate
themselves upon furtheriug the swindles porpetrated Ly these
minfng magnates. A mining repocter needs to have the quali-
tication of being suspiclous of every mining report he hears
casually. 1t is necessury to be declstve and personally fnspect
the warkings, form his own opinion and have the courage qf
hix convictlons, which in due course appear in the papor he
kus the privilege of actiug for. It is ubvious to do this thas
wining expertence must be unvtber and paramount qualifica-
tivn.  Yet we are golng to place ourselves on this fc;oting,
and our reports on the varions mines aud prospects will be
vouched for, al) reports un}dergoinz the strictest enquiry, agd
our own special minfng reprosentative. who has had many
years of mining experience ali over the world, will examine
carefully all mives upon which we turnish particulars for the
beunefit of the public.

The editor of the Moming Breeze having decome idensified

with this joursai, the publication of the former will ssuse, \



