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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

"SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1881, by Edwin
W Rice, as issued by Awmerican Sunday-Sehool
Union.)

LESSON V.
JuLy 3L}
MOSES AND THE MAGICIANS.
exod. 7: 8-17.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS. 16, 17,
8 Andthe Lord spake unto Moses and unto
Aaron,saying,
9 When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, say-
ing, Shew a miracle for you: then thou shalt say

unio Aaron,Take thy rod,and east it before Pha-
raoh and it shall become a serpent.

10. And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pha“
raoh, and they did so as the Lord had command-~
ed* and Aaron east down his rod before Pha~
raoh, and before his servants, and it .became a

serpent.

11. Then Pharaoh ecalled the wise men and the

sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they
also did In like manner with their enchant-

ments.
1% For they castdown every man his rod, and

they became serpents ; but Aaron’s rod swallow-
ed up their rods.

13. And he hardencd Pharaoh's heart, that he

hearkened not unfo them : as the Lord had said,

14. And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh’s

heart is hardened, he refuseth 1o let the people
gO.

15, Get t'hec unto Pharaoh in the morning: lo,

he goeth out unto the water: and thon shalt
stand by the river's brink against he come; and
therod which was turned toaserpentshalt thou
take in thine hand.

16. And thou ghalt say unto him,The Lord God

of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying,

Let my people go, that they may serve mein the

wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest
not hear,

17. Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt

Iknow that I am the Lord; behold, I will smite
with the rod that is in mine hand upon the

waters wiich are in the river, and they shall be

turned to blood

GOLDEN TEXT.--They showed higsigns among
them, and wonders in the land of Ham.—PSA.

105: 27,
CENTRAL TRUTH. —The weakness of God is

stronger than men.

INTRODUOTORY.—Alter Moses’ and Aaron’s first
interview with Pharaoh, the lsraelites were op-
pressed even more .crueliy than betore. Moses

expostulates impetuously with God, who renews

his promise of deliverance, and meeting his
statement that the people were, now in a worse
plight than they were before, &e., reminds hlm'
of hig name, *Jehovah,” the ¢ I am what Iam’
which his forefathers had not known. He sends
Moses, and Aaron as his })rnphel, to Pharaoh, to
demand the liberation of Israel, promising to eén-
force it by judgments.

NOTES.--WISE MEN,“those who know things,’
i. e., eurious, hidden arts.—SORCERERS, conjur-
ors, especially those who pretend to charm and
drive out noxious animals and reptiles by super-
human powers, and who sometimes have an in-
fluence over the brute species,—MAGICTANS, “in-
terpreters” of secret things; here probably a

general term for both “ wise men” and ¢ sorcer-
ers.,” Theskill of Egyptian jugglers in sleight-
of-hand tricks was proverbial.

EXPLANATIONS.

LEessoN Torics.—(1.) THE RODS TURNED TO
!?;EIH’ENTS. (Il.) THE RIVER TURNED TO
LOOD,

1. THE RODS TURNED TO SERPENTS.—
(8-13.) SHEW A MIRACLE, *‘ give,”” or do, a won-
derful deed ; FOR YOU, for yourselves, as & sign
of their being commissioned by God; ROD, see
4:1-1 i,(}nobubly given him by Moses, a long staff
carried by shepherds ; SERPENT, not same word
asin 4 :3, but a more general name for any large
reptile, often applied to the erocodile ; SERVANTS,
oflicers, eourtiers, &e. ; CALLED, &e., toshow that
his magicians could do the same, and that Aa-
ron’s power was not peculiar and divine; EN-
CHANTMENTS, a deceptive appearance, a trick ;
SWALLOWED, & proof that Moses’ God and reli-
glon were superior to those of Egypt ; HE HARD-
ENED, better ¢ Pharoah’s heart was hardened.”

11, RIVER TURNED TO BLOOD,—(14-17.) GO-
ETH UNTO THE WATER, probably to perform his
mormning devotions; AGAINST, until; LorD, Je-
hovah ; HEAR, 1. €., obey ; IN THIS, by this, 1. €.,
the miracle that follows; 1 WILL SMITE, i.e.,
Moses, the representative of God; TURNED TO
BLOOD, the miracle consisted in its immediate
change at the command of Moses, and so thatthe
fish in the river died and became a nuisance in
iwself,vs. 20, 21.

LESSON V1.
Ava. 7.} Tk

THE PASSOVER.
Exod. 12 : 1-14.
CoMMIT TOo MEMORY V8. 12,13,

1. And the Lord spake un
inthe land of Egyp‘f saylngt,'o e wnd A,n 222
2. This month shall be unto Xou the beginning

of mouths; it shall be th
g you'. e first month of the

3. Speak ye unto all the congregatio:
saying, In the tenth day of thlg rg%nth?h‘g I:{::ﬁll
take to them every man a lamb, accortﬁng to
the house of their fathers, a lamb for an honge -

4. And it the household be t00 little ;
lamb, let him and his neighbor nelxn ur?f(; 'f)lxl:
house take it according to the number of the
souls : every man according to his eating shall
make youar count for the lamb.

5. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male
of the firgt year: ye shall take it out from the
sheep, or from the goats :

6. And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth
day of the same month : and the whole assembl

l

o1 the congregation of Israel shall kill it in m%
evening.
7. And they shall take of the blood, and strike

it on thetwo side posts and on the upper door
post ofthe houses, wherein they shall eat it.

8. And they shall eat the flesh in that nights
roast with fire, and unleavened bread : and with
pitter herbs they shall eat it.

9. Kat not of it raw, nor sodden atall with
water, but roast with fire : his head with his legs
and with the purtenance thereof.

10. And ye shall let nothing of it remain until
the morning: and that which remaineth ofit
until the morning ye shall burn with fire.

11. And thus shall ye eat it: with your loins
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in
your hand ; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the
Lord’s passover.

12. For I will pass through the land of Egypt
thig night, and will smite all the first born in the
land of Egypt, both man and beast ; and against
all the gods of Egypt 1 will execute judgment : 1
am the Lord.

13. And the blood shall be to you for a token
upon the houses where ye are: and when 1 see
the blood, 1 will pass over you, and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I
smite the land of Egypt.

14. And thisday shall be unto you for a memor-
ial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord
throughout your generations; ye shall keepita
feast by an ordinance for evyer.

GOLDEN TEXT.—Christ our passover is sacri-
ficed for us.—1 CoRr. 5: 7.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—Christ our deliverer.

INTRODUCTORY.~Nine terrible plagues had up
to this time come upon E, y{xt, as judgments of
God, because Pharaoh and his people refused to
obey God’s command and allow the Israelites to
goand serve the Lord, Thetenth and most ter-
rible of all had 1o beendured in the visitation of
the destroying angel to cut down the firstborn
of all the Egyptians, “the chief of all their
strength.” Then “Egypt was glad when they
departed,” Ps.105: 88, In order that the angel
might pass over the houses of the Israelites,
God directs Moses to institute the feast mention-
ed in our lesson, and in whatever house that
feast was bemF held it was to be indicated by the
mark of the blood of the lamb on the lintel and
posts of the outer door.

EXPLANATIONS.

LESSON TOPICS.— (1) THE TIME.
RITE. (LIL) ITS MEANING.

I. THE TIME. —(1-4.) THIS MONTH,called Abib,
13 : 4, later called also Nisan, corresponding to
our March or April ; FIRST MONTH, not only in
time, butin importance. Tisri, eur September
or October, had formerly been the first month of
the year. 1t remained first of the secular, while
Abib became firgt of the religious, year ; CON-
GREGATION, assembly, literally “a gathering to-
gether” ; TENTH DAY, 1. e., the fourth before the
Passover ; ACCORDING......FATHERS, l. €., for
each family.

1. THE RITE.—(6-10.) WITHOUT BLEMISH,per-
fect, Lev. 22:20-24, comp. 1 Pet, 1: 19; MALE oF
THE FIRST YEAR, ‘“son of a year,” not over a
year old ; as in place of the first-born male child
of the family, and young, as representing the in-
nocence of Christ; KEEP IT UP,i. e, protect it
carefully ; FOURTEENTH DAY, Christ was cruci-
fied on thatday ; KILL IT, all the families of the
Israelites at the same time; IN THE EVENING,
“ between the evenings,” i. e., between early af-
ternoon and sunset; Christ died at 3p.m.; THg
BLOOD, regarded as the life,or seatoflife ; STRIKE
17, i.e., sprinkle, it was done with a branch of
hyssop, or Kind of marjoram having a thyme-
like odor; IN THA® NIGHT, after sunset, there.
fore the 15th Abib; AND UNLEAVENED BREAD,
“with unleavened ecakes,” comp. 1 Cor. 5:7, 8,
made of dough without leaven or ferment, an
therefore more quickly prepared, Deut. 16:38;
Exod. 12:89; BITTER HERBS, no particular kin
is designated ; RAW, or half cooked ; SODDEN,the
past participle of seethe, a mode of preparing
meat for food, Gen. 25:29; Lev. 6: 28; FIRE, was
always used in sacrifice, signifying the divine
presence ; PURTENANCE, ‘intestines.” ¢ This
entire consumption of the lamb constitutes one
marked difference between the Pagsover and all
other sacrifices.” The blood alone was sprinkled
—80 with our Lord.

III. ITS MEANING.—(11-14.) LOINS GIRDED,
the long outer garment tucked up under the gir-
dle; SHOES ON YOUR FEET, or sandals, ordinarily
taken off while in the house, and ata meal;
STAFF, &C., a8 ifto set out on & journey, there-
fore also the girding of the Joing, and wearing of
sandals ; LORD'S PASSOVER, explains the feast,it
is God’s; He mereifully passes over, or by the
Israelites, sparing them in His flight, while as
to the Egyptians He will PASS THROUGH, In

udgment and with destruction; SMITE, strike
dead ; MAN AND BEAST, i.e., all living creatures;
GODS, “chief ones,” “ greatones,” both men an
idols, the latter being worshipped in the form of
almost every animal; TOKEN, mark, sign and
pledge; MBMORIAL, commemorative of God's
past, and a foreshadowing of his future mercy ;
FREAST, festival of joy and thanksgiving ; ORDIN-
ANCE FOR EVER, perpetual law.

TEACHINGS

b (1.) Christ our Lamb has been slain for us.

(2.) His blood when sprinkled on us secures
freedom trom death.

(3.) We must partake of his nature and right-
eousness bg faith.

(4.) Accept of the means of salvation ap-
pointed.

(IL) THE

LESSON VI
AUG, 14.]
THE RED SEA.
Exod. 14: 19-27.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 19-20.

10. And the angel of God, which went before
the camp of Israel, removed and went behind
them ; and the pillar of the cloud went from be-
fore their face, and stood behind them :

20. And it came between the camp of the
Egyptians and the camp of Israel :and it was a
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by
night to these; so that the one came not near
the other all the night., 3

21: And Moses stretched out his hand over the
Sirong RSt Wind a1t tnat mgis, Sy Dok DY 8

at night, and made the
sea dry land, and the waters 5ver'e divided.

22. And the children of Isracl went into the

midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the
waters were a wall unto them on their right
hand, and on their left.

23. And the Egyptians pursued, and went in
after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pha-
raoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.

24. And it came to pass that in the morning
wateh the Lord looked unto the host of the
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the
cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians.

25. And took off their chariot wheels, that
they drave them heavily : 8o that the EFy{ptians
said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the
Lord fighteth for them against the Egyptians,

26. And the Lord sald unto Moses, Stretch out
thine hand over the sea, that the waters may
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots, and upon their horsemen.

27. And Moses stretched forth his hand over
the sea, and the sea returned to hisstrength
when the morning appeared ; and the Egyptians
ﬂ‘ed against it; and the Lord overthrew the
Egyptians in the midst of the sea.

GOLDEN TEXT,—Speak unto the children
of Israel, that they go forward.—EX0D. 14 : 15.

CENTRAL TRUTH.--God is known by the judg-
ments he executes.

INTRODUCTORY.—A? the urgent solicitation of
the Egyptians, Ex. 12: 29-33, the Israelites leave
Rameses, taking with them many valuable gifts
of jewels, silver, gold and eclothing from their
previous oppressors. If the reader will look at
the map, he will find the journey to the Red Sea
indicated. The Lord himself led the way
in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night, Ex. 13: 21, 22. Pharaoh, re-
gretting his permission, pursues with a great
army, Ex. 14 : 7, and overtakes them as they are
encamped on the shores of the sea. The Israel-
ites are filled with terror, and forgetful of the
hand which was leading them, the{(;lga.ln re-

roach Moses, who replies, *‘The rd shall
gght for you, and ye shall hold your peace,” God
saying to him the words in the Golden Text of
our lesson.

NOTES.—THE PILLAR OF THE CLOUD, mani-
festation of the presence of Jehovah, calfc;d also
the angel, or messenger of God, cf. 8:2; Ps, 104 :
4; Josh. 5:13-15. 1t wasthe Shekinah that after-
ward rested on the Tabernacle, 33: 9-14; 40 :34-38.
By day the cloud wasseen ; by night the flaming
fire.—~CHARIOTS, 600 went in pursuit of Israel,
14:7, each had two wheels and was drawn by
iwo horses, and carrylnr; two soldiers, the one to
drive carrying a shield, the otber to fight with
spear and bow. For fuller description see
ScHAFF'S Bible Dictionary.

EXPLANATIONS.

LessoN Toric8.—~THE SEA (1.) CROSSED RY
THE ISRAELITES. (IL) DESTROYS TUE EayYp-
TTANS.

I. CROSSED BY THE ISRAELITES.—(19-22)
ANGEL OF GOD, see Notes; WENT BEFORE, §ee
Ex. 18: 21,22 FACE, from the front or van to the
rear, 850 that while it was a light to the Israelites
it bid them from the Egyptians; STRETCHED
OUT, ETC., 8ee verse 16, very early in the morn-
ing, or even before mfdnlght,; EAST WIND, God
used natural means; GO BACK, i. e,, recede THE
WATERS WERE DIVIDED, i. ., there was a separ-
ation between the waters of the sea south, and
those north; A WALL, & protection on each side,
80 ghat they could not be attacked, see Nahum
3:8.

II. DESTROYS THE EGYPTIANS.— (23-27)
PURSUED......WENT IN AFTER THEM, thinking
they too mlﬁht cross before the waters would re.
turn ; ALL PHARAOH’S HORSES, ETC., see Notes,
i. e.,all that had come in pursuit, verse 7; MORN-
ING WATCH, about 6 a.m.; LOOKED UNTO, not
only beheld, but manifested himself in judg-
ment, ef., Ps. 77: 16-20: THROUGH, by means of
the pillar; TROUBLED, threw into confusion ;
TOOK OFF......WHEELS, in the heavy sand and
mud into which they sank. For “took off” we
may perhaps read * closzed." The Egyptians
recoguized the hand of Jehovah in it; WATERS
MAY COME AGAIN, that the waters may flow
back and be as before; TO HIS STRENGTH, its
usual depth ; MORNING APPEARED, when il be-
came day ; FLED AGAINST IT, or through the
deepening tide; OVERTHREW, marg., *“shook
off,” i. e., m their chariots, washing them off
by the waves, overturning them and the whole
host in confusion.

TEACHINGS:

(1.) The Lord is with those who trust him,
‘;\‘:}Ygly' evt'a‘n unt};) Ll):g (igd orfthe world.”

@) ngs ‘‘ wor ether for good” to
them that love God. ¥

(3.) Not human power and gkill, but obedi-
ence to God gains the victory.

(4.) God’s presence is comfort and strength
to the believer, and confusion and des-
struction to the unbeliever.

(5.) How much better to have God as a friend
than a foe.

Sound the Joud timbrel o’er Egypt's dark sca
Jehovah has triumph'd—his pgggle are free !
Sins. for the pride of the tyrant is broken,
His chariots, his horsemen, all splendid and brave—
How vain was their boast, for the Lord hath but spoken
And chariots and horsemen are sunk in the wave,
Sound the loud timbrel o’er Egypt's dark soa |
Jenovah has triumph'd, hispeople are free.

Praise to the Conqueror, praise to t
His word was our arrow, glu bre.tnl::sts“:)’:\! sword,
Who shall return to tell Egypt the story 4
Of those she sent forth in the hour of her pride 1
For the Lord hath look’d out from his illar of glory,
And all her brave thousands are dnl?‘d in the tide.
Sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt’s dark sea !
Jehovah has triumplvd, his people are free.
—TroMAS MOORR.
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Wz Wourp REeoMMEND to the attention
of readers of the MESSENGER, the WEERLY
WirNEss, a newspaper which is generally
commended for the quantity and value of
its contents all over this Continent. Its
price is but $1.10 a year, while subscribers to
it have the opportunity of obtaining the
beautiful picture of “Christ Leaving the

special departments devoted to Agriculture,

Veterinary, Legal and other subjects, and is

Jjust such a paper asshould be in every family.
e —

THE CLuB RaTES for the “ MESSENGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, $6 ;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copies, $22 ; 1,000
copies, $200. JoHN DouGaLL & Sox, Pub-
lishers, Montreal.

Mo~NTREAL DALY WiTness $3.00 a year,
post-paid.

MontrEAL WEERKLY WiITNEss, $1.10 a
year, post-paid.

Joux Dovearr & SoN,
Publishers, Montreal, Q.

SPECIAL PRIZE LIST.

There will be no doubt a great desire on the
part of the public to receive the Revised Ver-
sion of the New Testament, and, to give our
prize workers an opportunity of receiving it,we
have made arrangements whereby we can offer
it as a prize to great advantage.

This edition is not advertised to be ready to
be issued till the 16th of May, and on account
of the very great demand there may be delays
in its delivery, and we, therefore, only guarantee
to deliver the Testaments to those who gain
them in the order in which the names are re-
ceived.

REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW TESTA.
MENT—OXFORD EDITION.

Nnmm.rlcl 32mo. Edition,

Cloth Flush, Red Edges, price 30¢, for ONE
new subscriber to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10, or FIVE new subscribers to the NORTH~
ERN MESSENGER at 30 cents.

Turkey Moroceo Limp, price $1.50, for FIVE
new subscribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10 each.

Turkey Moroeco Cireuit, price $2, for SEVEN
new subscribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10 each.

_Brevier 16mo. Edition,

Cloth Boards, Red Edges, price 75¢, for THREE
new subseribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10 each.

Turkey Moroceo Circult, price $3, for TEN
ne\]vb subseribers to the WEEKLY ITNESS at
$L.10. .

Long Primer Crown Svo. Edition.

Cloth Boards, Red Edges, price $1.35, for
FOUR new subscribers to the WEEKLY WIT-
NEss at $1.10.

Turkey Morocco Cirenit, price $4.25, for
FOURTEEN new subscribers 1o the WREKLY
WITNESS at $1.10,

Pica Demy Svo. Edition.

Cloth, Bevelled, Red Edges, price $2.40, for
EIGHT new subscribers to the WEEKLY WiIT-
NESS at $1.10.

Pica Royal Svo. Edition.

Cloth, Bevelled, Red Edges, price $4.50, for
FIFTIEEN new subscribers 1o the WEEKLY
WITNESS at $1.10,

In these and all our prize schemes it must be
understood that any person who sends in his
own subscription is not entitled to the prize,
but it must be sent in by some one who has
worked to get the prize;

y NEW subscribers are meant those who
do not take the paper and in whose household
it is not taken.

If any person subscribing for the WiTNEss
desires a copy of our Premium Picture, CHRIST
LEAVING THE PRETORIUM, he mnst pay 25¢ in
addition to the $1.10, or $1.35 in all.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Proprietors.

o CARDS, entirely new, with copyright,
no two alike, with name, 18¢, or 2 for
10c. All flowers, name and language of every
card sent with a pack. Stamps taken,

J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, N, Y.

r m an AGENT in everv township
“ANIED to canvass for our new book
“ Unele Tom's Story of His Life,” the hero of

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, only $1.25. Circulars
giving fuli particulars on application.

SCHUYLER, SMITH & CO., London, Ont.
EPPS’S COCOA.
'GRATEFUL AND GOMFORTING.

“ By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful t’&svpllcm.lon of
the fine properties of well-selec Cocoa, Mr.
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately flavored beverage which may save
us many heavy doctor’s bills. Itis by the judi-
cious use of such articles of diet that a consti-
tution may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendency to disease.
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there is a
weak point. e may escape many a fatal shaft
by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and a propegly nourished frame.”—QCipil
Service Gazette.—Sold only in Packets labelled—
“JAMES EPPS & CO., Homcepathic Chemists,
London, Eng.”"—Also makers of Epps’s Choco-
late Essence for afternoon use, :

.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and publighed
on the 18t and 15th of every month, at Nos. 35 and
37 Bonuventure gtreet, Montreal, by John Dougal’
& Son, composed of John Doy, 1l of New York
and John Redpath Dougall andga J, D, Dougall, ot

Pretorium ”’ for 25 cents additional. It has

Montreal.
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