THE CATHOLIC:

evil from which an good, but evil is derived: for,
a8 the same holy Apostle affivms, the wages of sin
18 death, Rom, vi. 22, Itis the only evil, which
©od neser made; which God, though omnipotent,
<ould not make; because he is essentially good;
nod what is essentially good cannot producc what is
cssentially ovil.  Because ho is essentiglly perfect;
aud that which is essentially perfecl.cz& produce
¢hat which is essentaly bad: for essential evil is
the very reverse of essential perfection... Sin is
therefore the sovercign evil, as Godis the svve-
reigo good; and therefore it deservesto be hated
withe sovereign hatred, as God deserveg to be
toved with asoveseign lovo. This then is the mea-
6urc of yeur hatred for sing that you hate and ab-
horit as much as you love God. Now if there is
any thing in this world which welove as much as
God, then we do not love God as we ought. And
&f there i any evil in nature which we abhor and
avoid as much as sin, thenwe donot abher and
avaid sin as much as we are in duty bound to do.
Besides, sin is a formal contewpt of God, in as
nich o5 by it the sinner prefers the creature, and
oflen the very meanest of creatures to the Creator.
L'or finding bimself in the absolute nccessity of
citherrenouncing the unlawiil pleasure hie proposes

7o himscl{ in commilting sin; or of losing the di-‘

vine grace sad favour; he chooses rather to break
tricudship with his God, and toforfeit his grace,
tiran to forego the proposed criminal satisfaction.
Fxithe mean time be knows that God deserves to
be love2 and preferred before all things; and this

koowlenge serves to augment bis guilt, and to |

Leighien the outrage offered to the Deity; since, in
#pifoof vhat heknows, he still prefer-a vile crea-
wure, Ind the gratification of his passion before him.
YWhat en insult is bere offered to the divine Majes-
1v'  And by whom? By e poor worm of the carth.
‘F'his is what malkes the insult so intolerable. For
-h" irelnousvess of an offence is always estimated

- the dignity of the persanoffended and the mean-,
ness of (he offender.  If oue insults his equal the |
offence is not so great asif he insulted his superior;
ssifa servant, for inslance, insulled his master.
Bl if a subject insall bis sovereign; if a beggar in-
sult the king, the offence becomes a cepital crime

upd deseryes death.  Every insuft then, which thei
sinnet offess Lo God, who is infinitcly mised in dig-:

aify abovr all the creatures, must be an offence in-
titmtely Licinous, and consequentls must deserve an
wfinife chastisement.

A4dd to this the black ingratitude of the sinner

owards the best of Benefactors, whose inestima-,
"God? assisted by thy grace I will never more be

ble favours he repays with the verv worst of evils.

His breach of the indispensable obllgouon of ever|

losing, honouring and serving God. which obliga-
tioais nothing less than ivfinite, otherwise he might
acQuil bimself of it in time. so that after some giv-
an term-be would no longer be bound to luve, hon-
our, and serve his God; whichis evidently absurd.
Now #f this obligation is infinite, 03 it most cer-
tainly is, it necessarily follows that every breach of|
4tasa crimo of infinile malice, because it is the
breach of an icfinite obligation.

Bt eofhiogéan give us such an idea of the enor- |

mity of sip, as what. St, Bernard aflirms upor the
subject. ¢ Thesinner,” says ke, * who prcfers
his own will to the will of God, destroys and anni-
hilates, as much as in him lics, the very being of a
God. Forhe must wish either that God were ig-
norant of his sin; or that he had no power to chas-
tisc him for bissin; or that he had not, any wili to
punish his sin.
without wisdom, without power, without justice.
Buta God without wisdom, a God wihout power,
a God without justice,is no God, Thereforo the
sinner would wish there were no God,? Dmt in-
sipieas in corde suo, non est Deus. Tgé" ‘_&;‘md
in his heart there is no Ged.

‘ In fiue,” continues the same holy Father, ¢ wd
must observe that the very essence of the Deity
consists in his independence and the absolute do-
minion he has overall his creatpres, So that if but
one man could exist without depending upon Gad,
God would thencease to be God, aud that .man
would occupy his place. Now as the sinner does
aotchoose to depend upon God, but wirhdraws|
bimself from his dominion, and refuses himhis
obedience, he wishes consequently to swrest the
sceptre from the omnipotent hand of God, to strip
him of hiscrown; and as wuch as inhim lics, {0
deprive him of his very existense,*

Christians? whata complication of| gmlt,\s hcre'
And yet all this complication.of guilt is found.in,
the perpetration of one singlemortat eio. O cruel
and uanatural monster, sin; which armest the crea-
ture against the very author of its being and of all
its gond! Which forcest the Creatar tocast away
for ever, aspolluted by thec, the noblest portion of
his work; ard to devole to. endless misery those,
whomhe had mado to be for ever happy in.the
enjoyment of himsel{! But, ¢ bling presumption ?
O fatal and unaccountable madnessof the sinner,
who daresthusto wage war withtho Almighty, and
to setall his power atdoSancoe! Great God! how:
canst thou endure for one moment such msolencc
in 2 mere worm of thisearth,

The reason, Christians, why Alminlty God
bears so very patiently with sin, is the extreme de-
sire ho has of the sinner’s conversivn, He is loath
to sce his beloved creatureperish. for he still loves
the sinner, though he hates the sin, and would save
L, did hebut consent in time to be separated
from the sin. O the stupendous goodness, the in-
effable mmercy of my God, who while 1 wasso out-
mgcously offending bim, had nolbing moreat heart
than my eternal welfave!  And shali 1 stitk conti-
nueto provoke so good a God by siv? No, my

guilty of such monstrous ingratitude. I will think
onmy pastsins inthebillerness of my soul, I wiil
judge myself aowas the apostle exborts, and con-
demn myself, that thou mayest not judge and con-
demn me hereafler

2% Having considered the greaness of tho
evil of sin initself, and its opposition tv God; Iet us
pass onfo consider the greatness of this ovil io its
censequences, and 1ts opposition to the welfare and
happiness ofthe creatures, «

He must wish then that God weref|

The dreadful conscquences of sin appear fitst in
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thé condemnation of the rebel angels. No sooner
had*tliose once glorious spirits cuasented to sin,

than‘ie firo of hell was enkindled against them

Theirbeauty was instantly changedinto the very
excess of deformily; and from tho height of heaven
were they procipitated into theflaming, decp, un-
quenchable abyss,

Man was cretted tosucceed in their room, and
ivherit thatbliss, from whichthey had fallens Man
therefobe becomes tho objéct of théir envy; andt
they-ciidtatour to compass thexuin tfthis new fa-
vourite of heaven, Satax, thecliiof of those rebel”
spirits, being allowed to put man’s fidelity lo the

test succeeds in tempting our first parents fo diso-
bey the command of God, by eating of the forbid-
den fruit; and thus renders them his accomplices in

guilt.

But mark now the dreadful congequonces of sin
in the human race; and the many miseries tempo-
ral and eternal flowing in upon us, liko a deluge,
from the crime of otiF first parents.

Man baridg therélote yielded to tho suggestion
of the ficnd; bis &oul' was immiediately stripped of
berotiginal i muocence. Her knowledge, in which
shio  phoudly wised 16’ “live cqualled God
hirgself, became overchudeﬁ with igoorance, and
liableto error gad illusion, Tt passions, to long-
arufdér readon’s controul, began tomutiny and to
dofnincer in their turn. Her body, which had
been created immortal endincormuptible, was made
liablo to all kindsof diseasos, and was finally
doomed to refura o thedust from whence it was
taken; and thus thévhale- man, now vitiated by
sin, was sentenced first {0'the temporal death of
the body; and finally tothat of (he body and sout
in the flames of hell.

1t is true, God moved by his unspeakable merey
hod resolved to putit in man’s power to rise again
from his {allen state; and t regain his lost inben-
tance. Butstill all the children of Adam st
feel atleast the temporal effegts of sin.  And they
who neglsct {5-profit by the means allowed themn
of regaining that bliss, from svhich ali have fallen,
after b:mng beensuh Jcctcﬂ inthis Jife to the tem-
poral cbnsequences of sin, shall in the nextbe alsc
subjected to the eternal,

Lret us then consider adittle more in particular
those consequences of sin temporel aud eternal,
that we may form to ourselves once for alla pro-
per notion of this sovereign evil; andlearn to de-
fest and 16 shun the poisonous source, from twhick
such waters of bitterness flow.

Bdanhad no sooner revolted from his God by sin
{aan he found the inferipr partof himselfbeginning
to rebel against the superior. His whole frame
was unhioged; and his passions, which had  been
given him only as incitements to wkat is landable
and becoming a rational creature,began 1o tyranize
over him; and have since proved the cause of all
1he moral evils; {bat have over nﬁhcted tho human
race. Look :ouud you, dear chmhans, and con-
sider for a moment the prcscnlstate of the world,
and see into w’hut exeess {he, unhappy chiliren of
Adam re hurricd by Ib'-}r unruly passions,

Inali ranke and degrees. ofdife. wo, Qiscover no~




