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ln the associations and work of rcdated
lite, there i plenlty of bcou fur the e.\,rcise
<if this quality, as honorable distinction or
inlluential position is soughit by those whio
apply thtimselves diligently to the interests
whicli they, with otliers, have in charge.
Thiere is nething discreditable ini clierishing
a laudable ambition for poli tical advance-
ment and striving for' officiai place, se Iong
as no unwortliy steps are talion to gain
such preferiînt, and provided thiere is a
conscîcus fitness foi' th±e post cf service de-
sired. A member cf -,y association is
fully justifled in wishing te becoîne pronlii-
nent i the direction of its affairs, and te
be a recipiehît of the hono's it lias te
cenfer.

And tliis î'ule applies to the Masonic or-
ganization. Thiere. is no reason wby any
wvell qualilied brother iiîayr not cherish a
-,xish te secure thie titie% auna places of
officiai rank and influence whichi Masonry
lias te offer. If lie lias stuidied the systeni,
if lie lias been f aitlif ul in every position

'where lie bas been placed, if lie is confident
of his ability te be largely useful te the
institution and Ilis bretliî'en, were hie called
te an important office. or given a more
exalted rank, theu, niost certainly, lic is in
no sense culpable becatvse lie bas some
natural aspiration for tie place ana tlîe
honor. Ambition cf tlîis sort, liowever,
must be resolutely licl(l iii check by other
and superier principles. A sensitive and
higli-mindeu brother mwîll nieyer stoop te
use unworthy methods for obtaiîîing Ma-
sonie prefermient. Ie will inake ne bar-
gains; lie will enter into noue of tîxose larger
or lesser alliances sonîctîmies formed for
the purpose cf parcelling euit the offices
among, a few nùen and their favorites. Rie
will prefer tlie liumblxst station te anysuccess whiclî can oîîly corne te him by tlie
sacrif ce of his manly independence, or by
the use cf those nîetlmIes wvlicli are alto-
gether opposed te tlîe genins cf MXasoîîî'y.

It is net always the wisesat and ablest
brethren whe get te tbe front. Somne men
are lîeld back because tlieir abilities and
independence are appi'eciatei, weaker inen
being preferred by -the power bellind the
throne." It is rather a compliment te
thein tClan otherwiise, thiat soi e mnen are
k-ept flom becoming, Masters cf lde.and
are lield back frein other influential posi-
tiens. Ail honor te, brethren who, tlieugh
they may cheriali a desire for the distinc-
tions which Masonry bas te confer, yet re-
fuse te enter into a scrainble fer the offices,
and will bave nothing te do witlî the arts
praecticcEd in the iower * realmns cf political
life.-Freernasons' ]?.-poçitcry.

We do not hoid ottraelves reson1Ôlefor te. opinions
of our Corrae~yndenta.

To the Edlitor of Tiii CBÂF-tsmAN.
In reply te "UJnity," in THE CANADIAn

CUIAFTiSMÀS,, 1 will endeavor te mneet bis as-
sertions by contradictions as te tbe progress
of tbe 8e-called aîîd self-constituted Grand
Lodge cf Quebec, and for reference I liave
caref ully gene over tlîe printed preceeding.
issued b3' thait body fromin 11 irretzular fors
maties te the present tiîne.
1870-Mombors on thxe Roll-------..g19r
1876 -Lodges affiliated frein G. L C..-

1880 -Moîxibers on floU---------....2343ý

Net gain iin 12 years for 55 lodges...251
NO. cf joinings frein 1869 te 188.....2,4
No. cf witlîdria-%vals for same period. -_2397

Thus gliowviîig tliat the capital
started witlî in 1869 cf. -. ..1496î member.,

aîîd witl the *20 lodges ii *76 596 4

gressively rnelted away.
2092 lia% pro-

Tliey aise report te have received freuxl
the subordinate Iodges about £4000l stna.,
and boast cf liaving e.xpended about £150)
for benevoience eut cf tbat aineunt in Lthe
same period, Uic balance being assuined te
be nninning expeuises. It may be askied
liow tlîe increase froin the formation cf
tbat body te the preseut number cf 2,343 is
accoutitcd for. Simply by adding the
strength cf thîe 20 lcdges under tbe juris-
diction cf tîxe Gýrand Lodge cf Canada who,
in 1,876 joined thec G. L cf Q.

Why, Sir, 1 assert without fear cf con-
tradiction, that there are more unaffiliateil
Mfasons iii the Province cf Quebec tixan
would -nake up iii nunibers two Grand
Lodges, ecd larger thaxi tbe G. Ji. cf Que-
bec.

Dees 6"Unity'* daim te, demonstrate his
pregress froni the LLbove? Tlxere must he
a reason or cause for tlîe want cf advanice-
muent; and frei thc above is it net mnani-
fest that Iiis alleged pregrecs is altogetbeî-
inxaginary? And why? Because tlîe conm-
position of the G. L. cf Quebec -%ill net
compare withi the respectable classes cf the
community.

Its officers are placed by tliose who forni
and complote thcir arrangements over the
wine-cup and the card-table, on Surday as
weil as Saturday.

The principal officers in some cf the
lodges bave ne status in soeiety, ana inay
frequcntly and openly be obscrved under
other influences than their own natural
cnes. The trickery and deception practie-
cd amongst those cf themn desiring b.y any


