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admitted to the Lodge, and was lion-
ored and respeoted by ail who knew
him. One miglit think that Tom wae
sran g ely exempt from trouble. No t
A man neyer gete altogether beyond
the shadow of a badl life, ana Tom
felt it now. He li yielded to the
invariable law of lis being. He was
in love witli Rose Lee.

"1It is too bad, " said lie to hirnself.
"But three years ago reeling along

these streets, drunk ami ini rage, ana
now 1 dare to love thie pure and
beautiful girl, the sweetest and best
in the village, and, even from a
worldly point of vi6w, the richest
prize in the county. My only excuse
is, 1 can not help it. I believe she ie
partial to me. But if so, what thon?ý
It ie more than folly for me to aspire
to her handl," and Tom turnedl to hie
books, only to find that Rose wolild
corne between bis eyos and the print-
ed page. And as the summer passod
ana fail came on, Tom had nnmis-
takable evidence that Rose was re.
turning hie love, and lie resolved,
froma a sense of duty, to lind some
excuse for boarding elsewhere, or
leaving the state. But two events
drove this from hie mind.

Tom had been a careful reader of
the daily paper and the county jour-
nais, and had kept abreast of the poli.
tics of the day, and was already re.
garded as au oracle in that direction.
But hoe had msde an especial study of
,courity interests, and when the nomi-
nating convention of hie party met,
and rivai candidates could net recon-
elle their differences, Tom's name wus
proposed for the legialature, ana amid
-enthusiastic cheers, lie was trium-
phantly nominatie.. H1e entened 1 his Wie...

heartily, and with Mr. Loe's full »*-
operation, into the canvaSe, stunTpetl
the district, and was triumphantiy
elected by a flattering majority.
lion. Tom Stapleford, he coula write
now!

As already intimated, Rose was the
only child of lier parents. They were
not unobservant of lier predilection
for Tom, and it was the jubject o!T
their frequen' thouglit and cotinsels.
Mr. Lee, aside from boi:g the pose.
sor of a handsomne property by inheti-
tance, liad amasse quite a large for-
tune, and was rogarded as the
wealthiest man in the cournty. N.
consideration of a ,gooa maatch,,"
pecuniarily, would be allowed to stand!
between them, ana their only child'is
happines,.. Toma Stapleford, thewild,
dissolute Young man of three or four
years before, and Hon. Thos. Stapie
ford, member eleot of the legislature,
sober, intelligent, popudar, and!
possessing in an eminent degree ail
the elements of business succese, were
two, distinct persons; and had Tom
corne to thom in an honest, mrSlny
way and asked for Rose, they wouldl
not have refused him. Bnt Tom dia!
net know this, and! Tom did not corne,
and they coula net know how lie Te-
garde.! Rose.

Il1 will fin.! eut," said the shrE;wd
Iawyer. And hie watched Tom close-
ly ; saw him linger for a whole heur
over a single page of the book ho pre-
tendea!to read ; then watched him -n
Rose's presence ; saw lis stealtby
glances, his eye following where she
went, ana! fron au those and! othet,
zninutia lieI "made up hie case."

l "It *Ri corne ini time), le saud to


