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To cultivate the Conceptivo faculty, the qualities which wvo eck
to impart to it are (1) versatility, i.e., he muet teach the child to be
ready in adapting his viows or sentiments tu other positions or cir-
cunstancos, (2) .trength, (3) prechiion.

To givo it versatility, ho muet accustoni it to work over a wide
range of objects that it amy feol at home in various spheros of
observation. To give it strength, ive must rely on fixity of atten-
tion, and thoreforo on the motives by which wo seck to establish
attention ; ail that wo attain in oducating the one bears upon the
other. The third quality is precision, which requires a further
educational process for its development, becauso it implies soe
degrce of the higher menti! acts of abstraction and comparison, and
if we look at its later forin, wo shall be obliged to eay of reasoning,
also.

(To be concluded next mouth).

RECENT EXPLORATION AND SCIENTIFIC
INVESTIGATION.

The Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland, Professeor
Hull, F. R. S., delivered the Annual Address of the Victoria
(Philosophica» Institute in London, on tie 28th of May, on which
occasion the Instituto's new President, Profepsor Stokes, President
of the Royal Society, took the chair. The report was read by
Captain F. Petrie, the honorary secretary, and ehowed that. thc
Inistitute's hone, colonial, and foreign membors were upwards of
eleven hundred, Àncluding many who joined froin a desire te avail
tiemselves of the Institute's priviloges. An increasing nuibor of
loadingesciontifie mon now contributed papers and aided in the work
of bringing about a truer appreciation of the result of scientific in-
qîuiry, especially in caset where scientific discovery was alleged by
tie oppononts of roligi..îi boliefs to b subversive thereof. Tho
author of the Address thon gave an accouit of tie work, discover-
ies, and general results of the recent Gaological and Geographical
Expedition to Egypt, Arabia, and Western Palestine, of which ho
had charge. Sketching the course taken by imn (which to a con.
sidorable extent took the route ascribed to tie Isralities), ho gave
an accouit of the plysicatl features of the country, evidences of old
sea margins 200 feet above the prescrit sea margins, and showed
that at one time an arin of the Mediterranean Iad occupied the
valley of the Nile as far as the First Cataract, at which tie Africa
was an island (an opinion also ariived at by another of the Insti-
tute's ienbers, Sir W. Dawson), and that, at the tinie of thre
Exedus, the Red Sea ran up into the Bitter Likes, and must have
formued a barrier to the traveller's progress at that poriod. Ho thono
alluded te tie great changes of elevation in tie land eastward of
those lakes, meintiowiiî that the waters of tie Jordan valley once
stood 1,292 feet above thior prescnt height, and that the waters of
the Dead Sea, whichl he found 1,050 feet deep, were once on a level
vit tie present Moditorranean sea margm, or 1,292 feet above

thék present height. The great physicial changes which lad taken
pla*s in geelogical tine woro evidonced by the fact that whilst the
rocks in% Western Palestie were genorally limestono, thoso of the
mountains of Sinai were amaongat thre miost ancient in the world.
Tac varions geological and geographical features of the country
were so described as to make the address a condenscd report of ail
that is now known of theim i Egypt, Palestme, and Arabia Petroa.
Sir Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., F.R.S., noved a voto of thanks
to Professor Hull, and to thoso who had contributed to ti work of
the Instituto during the year, whicli imcluded Assyriological inves.
tigations by Professer Saycc, Mr. Boscawen, and others; M
Maspero's and Capt. Cuonder's Egyptian p.pers; Professor Porter's

Eastern researchos; aiso a roview of the question of Evolution by
Professor Vieclow, and the results of investigations in regard to
the subject of the origin of man, as to which it had beon shown by
Sir William Dawson, that goology dividei the chronology of animal
lif. into four "great poriods" ; in the first,-or Eozoic,-in the
Goolog; il as in the Bible records, wero found the groat reptiles ;
a. d the last, or Tertiary, was again subdivided into five " periods,"
and St was only in the last of these, the " modern " poriod, that the
evidences of ma,'a presence had boen founid. Again, as regards ids
aîpo descent, the formation and proportions of the skull and bones
of the ape considered most like man were found to be se different
frwnm those of mani as to place insuperable difficulties in the way of
tie theory. iln the gorilla, the high crest on the skull, which was
also found in the hyena, was absent in man. Aise, among other
points, if the capacity of the brain of the anthropoid ape wero taken
at ton, that of mai oven in his savage state was twenty-six,
or nearly tliri,o as mnuch, a very important fact whon, as it was
known, any appreciable diminution in the brain of man wa.- at once
accoipanied by idiocy. As regards the transmnutability of species,
Barrando's arguments against the theory, founded on the results of
a life of researcli aniong the fossil etrata, had net yet been over-
thrown ; and modern research clearly pointed to the fact that one
great bar to the transmutability of species lay in the rofined and
minute differences in the molccular arrangements in their organs.

The proceedings wore concluded by a vote of thanks to Professer
Stokes, undos whose p'residcncy it was remarked that the work of
the Instituto would be carried out with the increased help and
guidance of mon of the highest scientific attainmonts, and in a
manner to tend. te advanco Truth. A conversaziono was then held
in the Museum.

PETTY PERPLEI-XITIES.

mIY EARSEST PEDAooUE, PEORI, ILL.

Not for ti edification of the old and wise teachers is this feeble
effort written-no indeed, for tiey are wiso wisdoni personified in
the admirimg eyes of thmoso of us who are young inexperienced
teaciors just entering on our pedagogical career. For the encourage-
ment of this latter class, te let them know that they are net the
only ones that seceming trifles trouble are these lines penned.

'Twas the day before Thanksgiving and I was expecting some one
fron home te corne te mny little school aming tie hills, after me
that night, for wo wore ail going te Grandpa's thre noxt day, and
se I was hurrying te get througi mny day's work in good time, in fact
was hearing the last oral spelling class when a clcar loud "Bo.hoo.
hoo "rang out with startling clearness. Looking over the room I met
only surpriscd faces, but as the noise was soon repeated, I was
astouislhed te find that it was one of tie largest girls il the spelling
class. On enquiring what was the trouble she hoid up her hand
for mu to ice that a long splinter of fier elate frame had entered
her thunb under the nail, and was causing severe pain, judging
fron lier sobs and groans. I forgot ny lurry in mny effort te extract
the unwelcome intruder, and ails kept on hearing tie lesson, after
a fashion at tie saine time. WIile I was thus preoccupied soveral
usualiy demure little individuals took the liberty of being rather
noisy. While one was stealinag ai untinmely lunch of bread and
butter, a larger boy was vory aLxious that the smnall boys should see
lis sly endeavors te wear his liat in the scheol.roon without the
teachor's kiiowledge or consent.

Sucl was the scene that mot my eyes after porforming the part
of surgeon and teacher at the same time. They were called up at
once te give an accouit of tlemsolves, but failing in their attempts


