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SCIENTIFIC. aveabearing on the corrccted, but noue what-
ever on the original passage.

CARBONIC ACID'S REPLY TO'il RÚTWTAN., Anoiher placr'ad6led by Mr. 1uttan is 10 tale
-=little'or ne. notice of-miy correction of his errors

respecting carbonric acîcj, but- to accuse nie of
Mn. Em·ron:-I take the liberty of replying, denin oenta A

as quickly as possible,dto the letter of youlr soife- uste
what uineces.arily irate e.orrps the sorefrenc my paper ta vsntioation
tained in the February nuniber of the Agricul- îs coniainel iil a1tompliment to Mr. Ruttit. 1
turist. li sodoing, I may be permitted to- pre- inost fully aree vith 1dm ani the autborities ho
face my letter with a fdw reniits the sty'l e- quotes ii the great importance of v&ntilation, but
his communication, -and on the liin of argument tat las nething to do with he subject at issue,
adopted; in both of which it-is to be hopedý for vi. rbozic açid.. .Mr. Ijittajý has jumbled ip
the sake of the rising gièneration, he may not tind ifasîri, carbofiié acid ihdOffiàô gaseà;until it
many imitators. appears that e himself dos net knw one from

Mr. iuttan's letter teems ivith 'quotations from he other. In fact, in paragraph 5, lie says "if
printed works on ehenistry, ventilation, &c.; a it be nearbôie acid, itceinly is sofEiNa."
circunstance which seems to indicate that Mr. Comment on ibis is dnnecessary-it is slipping
R. is not always so perfectly consistent as such out Of ain
an accornpIished logiehutmght be expected to bncltde my leuer; for, to fight
be-for lie expresses himîsef as strongly -opposed againstsuch arguments as that, is but combating
to book learning, and expatiates On tue superi- a but there are soine few peiiii in
ority of brains, and originality of thought. ThI Rttan's communication which 1 should desire te
latter qualities do not seern to have assisted hii auswer, eycn-aî.tlie riskýofoeupying more space
very mnateriz.lly in bis çoinmunieation, further id Your v j
than in inducng himn to shirk the question -at
issue, wvilfully to pervert my siatemenits andii paragraph 6, my learnd friend parades bis
quote his own, and last, but not léasi, in reiideringc own logic and depreciates mnte, leaving eut of
him utterly incapable of comîprehending the consideintion several circumstances which mate-
meaning of the very authorities whoni he quotes. rially diinii he validity of bis immaculate

In paragraph No. 2, Mr. Ruttan blames me for nin e icune'ii h upper regions of the atinosphure and about
writing und(er a « fictitious namne, and for attack-1vi)g a' LLLUU tIW UL u rhouiîtaiiis ilian at the surface, a.3 has been shown
ing him in the dark "-forgetting that my letter ussac, Saussure, ani etheis the reason

vas umerely a correction of statements and niot a. y
personat attack, as his article inost assuredly is; diffd-ioq f gases'is'not instaritancous, but takes
and overlooking the seini-jocular, and I thmk 1 oî in t b
nay say good-natured, stý le of the communica-

lion, a tone w.hich il would- have leenî viser for feetslould coitain raller more carbonie and
him te have imitated, rather than have indulged

iii~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~Z th cioiu ivcieat elnie i vll aIways do s0 unless the supply cf carbeniein the arimonous invective and ollensive pe- acid, hich is being carried up by te ascending
sonalities which -perva>,de his reply. Fromn the Z

sonlites lucî urrent, be stopped. 1 repeat, that, if placeti
extreme virulence which lie exitîbits, one wou filed with carbonie acid weîu left freely exposed
almost bu inclined to believe that the learned te the air and net receiving frcsh additions ofthe
gentleman must bu exceedingly raw to wince at gas thcy would soon bccme perfectly healthy.
such a trille. such trit.The Grotte dul Canie, (Grolles del Canes, in the

I shall not allow Mr. Ruttan's satire to drive plural, according te Mr. Il.) is net freely exposed
ne from my incognito; I do not believe it iS It the air, and sio il as well as it the Valley of
profound but vlat his acuteness lias already' Deatl, th- gas is mixing ,vith the air as fst as
penctrated the mystery, and in any case, yon, can; but, owing te its
Mr. Edittir, are a( per.ect hlierty to furnish him earth, and its perigraiy e cf th
with-thel iuunof yourcorrespondflent if'he should air w'ater) and its coîsequent comparative
desire it. I would merely add th;t if m-y incog- slowncss of dillusion, a stratum always remains
nito is to be considered as an e:cuse for bis very over the surface of the --round. I asseît that Mr.
savage but perfectly innocuous pokces-I must Ruttan's statenent thal gases, once mixt,
not bu blaned for retaliating in the saine spirit. vill separate, is utterly and vholly incorrcct, as

Mr. Ruttan's style of defence consists partly in every beginner in physics knows fu wvll.
misquoting those portions of his own statements Paragraph 18 requires ne anbwer, as il centains
which I criticisei, and then attacking me as if 1Ikttlc more than serne streng wiolesome abuse;
liad found fault vith the corrected one. Thus in but, in 90, Mr. R. empties upon me the vials of
paragrapli 9, lie states that I deny that carbonie jis vraih for being se excessively accurate, even
acid is heavier than air, which is not true, and te the 1-10,0001krari of a grain. In ne part of
that I also deny the possibility of its being poured j y communication have 1 even meniîed sucl
out of a tumbler-which is equally wanting in a quantity, but that is of ne consequence to Mr.
veraci.v. [in his original letter lie says, " solîntan, whi dees net stand upon a uttle nisrepre-
nearly 'doet, it ometimes approach tb the density sentatien wlen bu wishes te maake a poke. Ne
of water " whercupon I proved this assertion to supposes that I am "a practical chcmist, what
bu an exag erationý, water being several hundr ve cai a learnud (ai enfirely new and
times heavier. The numbers adduccd b3 bi.. «..oigh derinition) ad advis s me te trust less te
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