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cality, in, vhie'l your correspondent resides, will
be best judge I oi front a viev of the surround-
ing ve getati.II. White clover, buckwheat, lin.
dei, ra.spberry, the orchards, &e , are the cli'ef
sources froin which huey is obtained in titis
country. Bit cloer takes precedence of
aIll oter liiplants, l'or its superiority in quanîtity
and quality, often dunoiniiated Fine Canada.

The growth, maturity, aid harvesting of all
crops in) Canada, is coalitied to a tinited period,
and the harvest of t' .iey is not an exception.
Conîsequeiitly, the strength of the stocks should
be proinoted in advaice, by every means within
the pover of the apinrian, so as to meet the re-
quired denand of labour, for a successifil im.
provemient OF the short tine allotted for ain eli-
cient gatLering of' iot only an abundance but
oftenî a superabund.mee of the honey, that m;ay
be scecreted by plants in blossoin. For its du-
ration upon tle blossons nay prove uncertain.
The pasture of bees, is not like pasture of' other
stock, what is left by cattle to-day eau bc eaten
the iext, or 'he next week, but a storin of rain
or a few days of wet weather, wdll wash the
greatest abundance froin the blossons, or a cold
spell of woather or dr'ought. Inay etheck the plen-
tiful secretion for that season. It is obvions
from this r'easoning, if correct, that strong
stocks, at the commencement of the senson, Il
this climate, are .thefoundation of certain suc-
cess, other cirumîstances beini.. equal, as it is
only those stocks, in ordinary seasons, that will
realize a surplus of honiey. over the quantity re-
quired to keep them over wvinter ; and in a season
of searcity, weak stocks nust perish, if not pre-
viously fed, taken up, or united witth other
stock. Therefore, assnming ny stocks to be
strong, at the coimenccemet of' the honey and
swarmîîing season, I endeavour to keep thein so,
by liniting the swa nis, and ret.urning then to
tle o(d stoc'ks, or i ' inovable conb-hives are in
use, reinove the r mnoinder of' queen's cells, in
excess of the nuyiber of swarms pernitted to
leave. This hiv is an improvement, upon the
chîamber-bo, bý rhives. and ) leiion of worth -
less patents, as it 'rives the apiri:mî centrol and
power of ins .etin.t the interior, an; the past
seasons's trial by nyself will justif- tlieir future
use. This mode of increase t stouks is much
at variance with the practice of a large nnm-
ber of bec kepet's throu rhout the country. 'l'The
advantagces over' the old system are unquestion-
able, vhatever mnerits other inethods may pos-
sess, as the loss and vaste of a v luable swarin,
brood, and beebread, vith the labour and time
in accumilating this wasted Produt committed
to the brinstone pit, are saved, and are properly
directed in the most profitable vay, when the in-
crease nust be saved or lost. And it will pr'ove
ultimtely abotter guarantee of profitable miierease
than where more swarms, that is to say, ill the
first and consequently the best swarms. are ai-
lowed to leave withount reducing the old stock
to becomte a prey to the moth.

The best tiie to stock an apiary, is the li:
of winter or early spring. The operation.
this time is attended with the least loss of beet
and any reasonable enhancenient of pi,
over the fat stock, wit be fully compus
for in the avoidance of care and risk of viîîte
ing; although becs canl be removed at aq
seasons Of' the year, and successfully wh
swarminig, and artificial swarnms are the bette
for being renoved sone distance. The price«
stock vill average four dollars, in this sectie
of the country, in common boxhives. Sot
practical experience in purchasing, is necessai
at any season of the year. The common meth
of judging by the weight of the skip, is te
always a safe guide, as old stocks are mnuch hi
vier in proportion to their contents, and nie
queenless hives will prove quite hcavy.

Some care ana attention arc requisite in winte
ing bees, more fron the length than the sei:
ity of the winter, in order to counteract îl
accumulation of 'moisture, generated in -
woodenî hives, by the breath and heat of iî
becs becoming frozen, without direct or upriL
ventilation, but this is is is some measure au
cessary evil. This is the reuson that the coz
mon boxhive, placed upon blocks or pins, isîs
successful, exposed as it is, n many instants
to every vicissitude of the weather. The co'
dry air, and driving vinds, dry up the moistu
in some meast e, but at the expense of the vitt
ity and animal heat of the becs, and extra co
sumption of food. The evils of this unmercifï
exposure of becs, to the severity of a CanadL
winter, are increased by the sudden changesc
temperature, as a sudden change from a thawL
severe freczing, before the inside becomes dn
will often prove fatal. But, as protection Z,
properly regulated ventilation becomes betL
understood, this old systei will gradually é
appear.

Strav hives are better adapted to winteiL
becs, than wood, as this material is a non-co:
ductor, consequently warmer in winter and eW
er in summer, and will absorb and evapora
moisture, and when combined with external p
tection, either of the saine material or woo!
will obviate the necessity of direct upriol
ventilation. But where movable coW
frames and surplus honey boxes are the ny.
tem, the straw cannot be w'orked into il
proper shape, vithout. being combined wi
wood. And those complicated arrangemet
for ventilation can never be adjusted to thestý
den changes of the weather by ordinary bt
keepers.

There are some bbjections to strav, as affor
ing a harbour for the moth, but the depredaltio
of tiis enemy of the bee are better preveD
by other means than the adoption of any tit
rial of which the hive is constructed, as th
vill enter any hivé that was ever invented. 'f n:
prevented hy the bees theinselves And ho
boxes are the best in everv respect for the è
posit of surplus honey, both for its security (


