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dificulty of treatment. The X-ray has proved
a boon for which surgery cannot be too grateful to
Rontgen and to the scores of diligent workers
who have given us a technique of remarkable
accuracy. Other electrical means for detecting
foreign bodies have also given good results.

Of the germs blown into wounds from the soil
and clothing and skin the pus-formers are the
most numerous and most important. Two others
have proved serious foes in this war, the germ
that causes gas gangrene and the tetanus bacillus,
I am told that methods of treatment oi wounds
infected by the former are giving increasingly
good results. The soil upon which the tighting
has occurred in France and Flanders is rich in the
spores of the tetanus bacillus; the disease caused
by it was at first very common and terribly fatal
among the wounded. For centuries it has been
one of the most dreaded of human maladies, and
Justly so, as it is second to none in fatality and in
the painful severity of the symptoms. No single
aspect of preveni've medicine has been more
gratifying in this war than the practical stamping
out of the disease by preventive inoculation. In
the first six months of this year only thirty-six
of those who were inoculated within twenty-four
bours of being wounded suffered from tetanus.



