
CHOICE SELECTIONS.

CALUMNIATORS OF CATHOLICISM.

And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal ;
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord !

(CALUMNIATORS of Catholicism, have you read 
— the history of your country ? Of the charges 
against the religion of Ireland, the annals of England 
afford the confutation. The body of your common law 
was given by the Catholic Alfred. He gave you your 
judges, your magistrates, your high-sheriffs, your courts 
of justice, your elective system, and the great bulwark 
of your liberties,—trial by jury. Who conferred 
upon the people the right of self-taxation, and fixed, if 
he did not create, their representation ? The Catholic 
Edward the First; while, in the reign of Edward the 
Third, perfection was given to the representative sys
tem, Parliaments were annually called, and the statute 
against constructive treason was enacted. It is false, 
—foully, infamously false,—that the Catholic religion, 
the religion of your forefathers, the religion of seven 
millions of your fellow-subjects, has been the auxiliary 
of debasement, and that to its influence the suppression 
of British freedom can, in a single instance, be referred. 
I am loath to say that which can give you cause to 
tike offence ; but, when the faith of my country is
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