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‘WANTEDLA GUN LICENSE

| Soorier or Yatet a gun license is inevitable;
as things ate now. the sdoner the better.” Brit-

i

ish Colitmbia has advanced and s advancing
s¢ rapidly that we are apt to fail to rsalize our-
selves quite how ‘miich “conditions are chang-

ing. A few years back and the' supply of -

game appeared_inexhaustible, and those coni-

paratively few: who fished and hunted regu-
larly did not kriow what it was to ‘contemplate
the possibility of poor bags or empty baskets.
Things are different now. In places where half
a dozen years ago I could hunt all day with-
out hearing a report from any gun but 11y own,
I should 'be scared to be abroad on the open-
ing day’ of the season now without armor-
pl.ated_.c:cyg_t: and pants. -

~_The numbers ‘of gentine sportsmen, re-
sponsible mén, who know what they are about
in the woods and pursue their favorite recre-
ation in a legitimate manner, with a.due re-
gard to the rights and personal safety of others,
have increased enormously; the army of “ir-

responsibles” has also increased to an extenf’
which may well be called alarming in view of -

the ‘serious accidents of the season which is
now drawing to a close. ' For their own pro-
tection, and also’ for the protection of their

them whom I have met and spoken to, is ask-
ing for a system of government gun licenses.
Sportsmen realize that the game of the coun-

is ready 1o listen to and take into serious con-
sideration any reasonable ‘suggestions for ‘the
bejterment of ‘existing legislation affecting it,
v and are written not to express the opinion
of the writer only, but that of many other
sportsmen, who have asked him to do his best
to voice their views on the subject.
: RICHARD L. POCOCK.

- (Correspondence on' the subject of a gun
license for publication in this.page would be
welcome, ‘whether for or against. Letters
should reach the Colonist office not later than

hursday morning for publication the follow~
ing Sunday, addressed to Richard L. Pocock.
No letters will be pullished except over the
writer’s own signature). ;
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OF NATURAL

THE. MAINTENANCE
SPORT IN BRITAIN.

When Lord Tullibardine conclived the ad-
mirable .idea of conducting a number of Scot-

with. a_view of letting them. judge for them-

selves whether such forest ground could be
used for farming, he probably did not expect

i e ot S 7 c+=10 eonvince the armchair politicians of the
sport. the formeér class; at léast every man of :

value of his experiment. There are writers and

try is a’highly'impgrtant asset and that the -
mwaintenance of a fair head of both large and -
small game is of the ‘greatest value in attract- |

ing both visiting sportsmen and permanent
settlers; the government has been paying more
serious attention to this subject of late and
has shown a desire to meet the wishes of re-
sponsible sportsmen ‘and act on their sugges-
tions for the improvement of the game laws. It
is all very well to say that the laws a they
stand now have given satisfaction, and that it
is a mistake to do .too much tinkering with
them. All legislation to be any good-must be
progréssive, and the policy of laissez faire may
mean in many; cases, as undoubtedly it does n
this one, an inactivity which\is the reverse of
masterly. ,

As regards the ‘close seasons; for small
game on Vancouver Island, there seems to be

little need for change from the regulations'is-_

sued this season, if - those .regulations are

,properly and energetically enforced.. One very .

good measure to help to enforce them would
be the adoption of 3 gun license carrying with
it'obligations similar to those aftaching to the
holding of a' Manitoba deer-shooting permit, as
described in these columns under date Novem-

bér 28 of last year. Any person who is legally -

In_possession. of a permit under a section’ of

this act legally. issued to him becomes ipso

facto a game guardian for. the purpose of the
enforcement of the act during the open season,
and under the same act it is the duty of every
game guardian to institute, or cause to be in-
stituted, prosecutions against all persons in-
fringing the provisions of the act or any of

them.

In present conditions, and considering the
impossibility of adequate patrol and watching .

of the €normous game country, the property. of
the people of the province, this seems to be an

b excellent, way of assisting the good_, work  of
better game protection, putting,. as'it does, a.

considerable part of the onus of protecting the

game on those who are most directly interest-

ed, the sportsmen who take out the permits. to.

shoot it. - All who took out licenses might not

act up to the full power and duty conferred on
theni by the holding of them, but it would un-
doubtedly ‘serve as a great deterrent to evil-
doers in the shape of game-hogs ‘and game:
poachers, and it would help to keep out of the
woods the “irresponsible” with the death deal-
ing weapon ‘which he is not capable of using

. safely and legitimately. The small fees levied
| for the licenses would hurt none of us, and the
money raised would be a considerable help, de-

voted as it should be to the payment of more
salaried 'wardens. - . . o

That the latter are needed, and uzgéﬂtlf*

needed, is a statement which would hardly be
questioned by any sportsman knowing the
, country and with the best interests of sport at
peart,  This implies no criticism on the pres-
nt game wardens; they, are alright; but we:
want more of€3hem, if they are to. do . the
amount of good which we expect they should.
is notorious that the game laws as they af-

ct _the small game of Vandouver Island are
Ot respected to the extent which: they must be
vg% are, to retain 3. decent stock, of game 'to’

"}

gfford us fair sport; we read with gratification -
s in foreign Sporting papers testifying to

rtic
kthe, ;good work which has been doné by. the
itish . Columbia, game . warden in our big
rounds, and it is pleasant to know-that

eign sportsmen are pleased with

€y are treated and assisted in their

new trophies here by our public rep-

r big game is 3 valuable pos-
: for .more- appreciated .

ein
oked aiter now than ever for-
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than allow it to be broken up into holdings for
tenant farmers. With that ty.

useless to argue, But Lord ullibardine no-

ti ki ; -
ish working men ‘over the Atholl deer forest, * with thie incfeased difficulty.

»

" owrier has the"rigilfs of river fishing the rules.

and regulations, must” be strictly enférced, or

_Sport.would fail, and, of course, measurestfor:
re-stocking from a hatchery in the case of

ter, and taking the sporting chance whether he
g?will_;fjﬂd his quarry gone yesterday or here
* today.~~Field. : !

trout waters, or systematic control of ~ne‘ttiﬁ°g='_? " SNIPE AND SNIPE SHOOTING

in ‘the case of salmon rivers, become necessary &

at once. - Bug it is one of the essential charms
of fishing that however strictly, and so in.a
sense however artificially, the chances of sport

are Presesved, the sport itself: cannot become °

artificial. Indeed, the paradox is that the

amore, artificial the means of preservation, the-

more natural; the more nearly-allied to primi-

tive conditions the sport becomes. - The hard-

-er'a streamis fished and the more cunning the -

fish in it, the greater need of pitting human
skill and science against the craft and wariness
of the wild creature. - It is not the novice who
fills'a heavy basket ‘with Thames roach. There
are Antipodean trout streams where 2 clumsily
tossed grasshopper “ will . rise "a ““frout that

. Would be stared at oniany English river: but
the Test trout that sinks down because ‘he has’
seen the flicker of fine gut needs different quat-"

ities in the'fisherman. The better sport begins

It is true of most sport that it loses a cer-

tain naturalness when it is no longer intimates"

o ¥
4 Crossing a wet pasture one autumn-day, I
was suddenly startled by the familiar “Sca-a-
aipe! scaipel” of 2 snipe, - and, instinctively
throwing up the gun, pulled on a zigzagging
streak “which ‘rose to my left. At the sharp
crack af the pitro, a small body came tumbling
to the'ground, and I walked forward to pick up
. my first specimen of a Wilson’s snipe. . This
event' happened some years ago—before T had
v dreamt of snipe shoofing in Canada, though
familiar enough with the long-billed birds of
Great Britain, -
In size, habits and general appearance tlie
ipe” di ~slightly + from its
3 f the Old World, -and snipe shoozing
on this=side of the Atlantic is a duplicate "of
the. sport in Great Britain, 3
: ‘He: snipe will lie well to a dog,  and -the
. lattericanscént a “long bill” at a considerable
_ distance. Living after the manner of the wood-
.- cock, the Wilson’s snipe ‘gets his living by bor-
ing. in- f the swamps: and  other
*. matshy places, feeding on the worms and lar-
“yae found there. There is no other bird com-

- ing under th%portsman’s notice that so casily

- yet mysteriously perplexes-the novice with a

. gun.  RiSing: smartly from the ground,’ the -
s

stiipe dartsiaway in'a series. of ‘quick,’ zigzag
curves—gradually sttdightening ‘out into s

;'ﬂé'aﬂier fliiht as he increases the distaiice be-

;’}e of mind"it isé &
- doubt did hope to convinee,-and did succeed ifi *

conv:'m-:ing! a body of sensible Scotsmen thats
thesmaintaining of a deer forest is not the artic:

ficfal, 'se,lliish thing that it .is often
" being. - The delegates

shown the ground .

OWII opinion, and they.
in

forming it ; ‘they were convinced that the.

land could not be reclaimed for farming.- The
armchair. politician would probably retort that .

such men were not qualified to form a propet

judgment, and if thatis to.be the answer argu- 4

ment can only be dropped, It is something at,
lea§§ to have convinced, those who have-seen. -
The sport. of deerstalking - remains as stil]
the most natural and most nearly allied to the
hunting of primitive man that is to ‘be. found
in: these islands, The .difference between the
‘the.-hunigry. Piet- ang+the

ner of a modern deef forest

the weapon. The stag has

not: changed, the mountains ‘have not changed,
nor. the valleys, nor the rivers, nor the wind.
The stag still fears and hates and flees ‘from
the ‘scent of man, and"doubtless hundreds of
years ago the hunting Pict knew that the stag*
looks down hill and feeds up’ wind,  and so
strove to get-above his quarry-and to'keep the
wind blowing from the deer to himself, " Or he

- got to learn the habits of the ‘deer when alarm-

ed in this or that mountain pass or valley, and

he knew- how, when = ‘particular ‘wind was

blowing; he could arrange with a fellow hunt-
er to_give the herd his scent down wind, so that
they would come galloping' past a particular

rock where he would hide himself to- shoot.

The difference between then and ‘now is only
‘the difference between the bow and the rifle.
It is, perhaps, that sense of partaking“in the
oldest pursuits which adds a peculiar freshness
and wildness of its.own to'the sport of deer-

-~ stalking. Yet not every deerstalker comes -to"

thatisense or gets for himself that know
It may be true of many owners of deer forests,
butit is certainly not true of many' tendhts,

* that they could go6 out on the hill and spy, stalk "

and kill their own beast. That is, ‘of comrse,

easily ‘understood. The intimate knowledge
of a deer forest is a matter of théilearning of
a lifetime. "1t 4s.not merely that-the deerstalk-
er o be  successful must be possessed of
strength,:coolness and marksmanship ‘beyond

“sthe average, but. he must have z kitowledge

“ which/can only come from- experiénce of the
habits of. deer; .more, for he must know not
merely How deer behave as a rule, but how
they behave on varying occasions .on different
parts’ of a. particular forest He must: kriow
every rock, every rise and dip in the ground,
every little watercourse that «could help him
unseén down a hillside ; and he must know, too,
not.only how the wind works blowing straight

down a-valley or the flank of a hill, but a hun-

dred little tricks and tempers of wind twisting
in ‘and:.out of this or that little corrie, round
the shoulder of the hill, down . between ‘the
sides of some marrowing valley. That 4s°a
‘knowledge to be gained ot merely in a few
seasons, and it is little wonder if the actual
spying and deciding on the ring to bé taken
fo get down'wind of the. herd, besides the. ac-
tual'stalk ending in the scrawl down the burn

:-or the slide down the bare hillside, is left to

~the stalker who has made the learning of his
“craft: of the forest his: life’s work. How man
others.could spare the time to learn it?.
- Deerstalking/remiains, of coursg, the sport
f, the fd it would be an obvious conse-
the centres of population and of
preading” so widely, that the
‘naturdl sport fo the average
owing  less ‘and ‘less. ,
est of all, the sport of fish-
ore and niore difficult to ob.-
at a price, within moderate reach
town. -

g ok s
MO access to a river of Take; s
demand on its:capa :

where where there .

orégt Monarch ST

The accompanying picture is not a scene in

a quarry, biit only amsentatiqn of a Douglas™

fir that grew at riahd, Vancouver, and
was cut down last suyfamer. It was. 275 feet

high, and 8 feet in di&m{:ter,'andw\ias estimated”

to: cut 20,000, feet of merchantable lumber., A
section -of the tree Was, sent to the exposition
© at’ Sgattle, and-is now*in. the State Museum:
The “man with the axe”. isiMr. Joseph Shaw,

who is so well and tavorably known to most’

of the older residents of Victoria and vicinity.
* : s L
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ly conmected with huﬁger and ‘the: cooking'\~

If and' the shooter. Vou may.ra-
Snipe chooses

: most- successful
’ _j;fhg shooter’s standpoint. - He ~ is hard
no to-hit—no matter which method you
Semploy—and practice alone will ‘petfect you
as a-really good snipe shot.- Luckily, this Sird
n%»'hot hard to kill from a “hard lived” point
ot
do

view ; for.‘a‘sirxgle pellet will often bring him

ice’s, hands—often causing” the embryo
portsman-to fancy that heis at last centéring
his birds, whereas, in reality, such is far from
being the case, | St Ve e
N5 When a’strong wind, is blowing, snipe in+
‘variably risé against it, and, by walking your
ground. up-wind, you will find that, the birds
prove; the easier marks t :
gdieter ‘days - for they will not* twist 36 ‘much
"~ 'and often appear almost motienless “for an in-
stant as:they beat intothe breeze. I’ ady
weather and;at any. time, however, the “Wils
.son’s snipe is an almighty hard ‘bird t5 kil
-with_anything like regularity, and_the aver-
age sportsman may find an excuge for contin-
ually ‘missing in the words of a certain shoot-
- er.who explained that he had “shot zig just as
‘the Spipe ‘turded zag.” :

In the fall months the snipe may be found' -

in any place ‘where moist: ground. will furnish
»him with satisfactoryv diet.. In October, after

pot. In a serse, for that reason, it might be,. a-Sharp frost, you can take down your scatter
argued that hunting in England ceased to he 2} gun (and you will need-all the scatter you can

sport when the qiiarry- hunted changed from
the stag to the fox. But that is"a stperficial
contention which ignores the relation between:
the rider and his horse and hounds. That re.
maifis the same whatever the quarry. Besides,
man has always hunted-eitherfor food or to
destroy ; there is'nothing very wanatural in
hunting a tiger, but the hunter does tiot eat his.

. quarry. It would be ‘more difficult to find'an

answer to the contention that- sport becomes

7 less natural when the ‘quarry is' reared artifi-
cially, as in the case of pheasants, and it is per=-

haps true that there is'a slight change of taste’
already setting away from the stiffer, moré¢
.rigid forms of pheasarit shooting. The day has
long gone by, except for the merest beginners
in'shooting, ‘when it was thought sufficient to
beat out a large number of low-flying pheas-

ants close over the heads of 2 line of guns ; the *

demand has_become greater every year for
higher birds andmore and more diffictilt shoot-
ing. As to huge bags; and attempts. to break
a neighbor’s record in the numbers killed in a
g > shoot, t i i

s nothing

we shall hear less, we hope,
€very year, as we hear less already. But even
so, »and however incidgntallj difficult the
shooting of pheasants on a big day may be
made, there is a 'greater tendency, perhaps,
than there was to appreciate the- essentiall

wild and uncertain shooting afforded by birds

which ' cannot. ‘be hand—reareg, and  whose
breeding cannot be controlled. The punt-
guniner has long been able to claim that his is
a form of shooting which requires: skill, en-
durance, nerve, and a love- of donely places
which are required in an equal degree by hard-
ly any other form of English sport; but few of
us can be punt-gunners, if only. becanse there

“ would be no room for all OffUis to shoot.  The

wildest shooting ‘still left to the average Fng-

lishman, perhaps, is winter ‘snipe shaoting, and”

he can still get that, if he can ‘Manage his holi-

get) for'a fay at the long bills. If:you are
the possessor of a- good dog, so miuch the bet-

#iters but if:your are, well acquainted with all the
Ii.[fgly;_gnipe grounds in your territory, you

. In" winter the snipe ranges as.far south as

. -Sduth. Arhegica.and in spring ‘he ‘reaches far

notthern points. -~ The - spring dlights com-

mence about March and are over by about the

«first of May—snipe usually remaining with us
longer than the rest of the shore birds.

The ' peculiar’ habit of the snipe, called
drumming, is doubtless familiar to most of my
readers; and is caused “by the 'air- rush-
ing through 'the stiff wing feathers, as the bird

*.drops like'a’ plummet from a great height. This
- sound can easily be reproduced by: arranging
stiff 'feathers in a cork attached to a strin
.and then whirling it round in the air, The
birds make this peculiar sound " during the-

" bréeding season; and I have frequently heard
four or five of them and watched their sudden
dives to earth from high in air while crosSing

~snipe ground in England. =

Many of our game, birds are not nearly so
plentiful'as they used to be—due to over-shoot-
ing and other causes; but as regards the snipe,,
over-shooting has not affected him, for he will
afford amusement and much walking for both
embryo and seasoned shooter alike, without
losing too many members of his tribe from the
ranks that annually -haunt our.'marshes and
bc»?gy fields. From a sporting view-point, the
snipe is one of our best game birds, and as a

. school in which*to. learn snap-shooting and
quickness of eye, the snipe grounds will afford

us all the lessons we reQuire.—-RﬂichardeIap- ¢

ham in Sports Afield.. ,
& : " = % .

day and knows where to 20, without paying ..

large sums of money, and with almost as good
a chance of sport as a richer man with his o

moot or bogland: Snipe. shooting is still a
Mhatural form of sport. which needs fio artifieial”

maintenance. Indeed, the only form of main-_
Yo ahe :

tenance. is. most cases_belongs. ;
.themselves. The migrant birds will -
food wherever food is to be found in”

‘snipe,

- quiet places; and ‘thefe, by those who do not

ind fough quarters, they can be walked after

nd shot with as good a conscience as-ever be-

longed t6 2. gunner shooting for his own ‘table,
stridingfor miles over waste and through wa- = r

! L to ¢ ddy heights on which: cham-
. Didns rested on their laurels. I begin to think

T can.nhever be a -champion amongst “‘salmon
fishers; I'so often fail to finish my fish, espe-
cially when he is a. big one. Something hap-
pems; in' the first’ wild ‘rush. something gives

‘- way, or, after an hout’s struggle, when first

the big, broad-back shows above thé water and
then ‘the round, white underworld is upper-
3 " the gaffer 8tips  his 'weapon—

Py

d.when flushed on.

G- 0-0-0-6:0.4.

The,Sp;)vrt';;rr;mn’s Calendar

JANUARY

Sport of the Month—Wildfow] shooting.
In Season—Ducks, geese, brant, snipe.

anu. st the last day for shootin
ary g
pheasants, grouse and quail, §

Grilse now running in Saanich Arm,

0000

5 something happens; and I have failed, like the
* poor Something Pet, to “finish my man.” Once
after defeat by a fish'so big, I asked my Irish
brother-boatman if they ever lost fish when
fishing on'their own. The question ‘was re-
ceived as, temperamentally, they might be ex-
pected to receive-it.. Dan’s laughter and the
- slapping of his knees might be heard in Killa-
loe., “Did we:iver lose a fish?” Then he met
his brother’s reproachful eyes. “An’ fwhat
may ye be shoutin’ at?’ he was icily asked.
“Can’t y’answer a question widout play-act-
in’?” Then, with his natural and national
grave politeness,. he turned to me. “Manny
an’ manny’s the one, sorr, an’ they always the
biggest.” “An’,” chimed in the irrepressible
Dan, “we be ivor for losin’ thim whin we
haven’t a shot in the locker.” I wonder if even
those past masters aré unconsciously affected
by the size of the fish that is tugging and
tumbling to be free. Are they as cool as they
would be if it were a 10-pounder?. Are their
hands as steady? Is the strain as remorseless-
“ly even? -If not, then—1I cannot be expected to
be unruffled. ,

In looking back at the big fish I have lost,
I can remember that three have smashed the
tackle, one the line as it was dragged over per-
ilously shallow and stony places, out of which
the fish should have been kept, while the other
two have broken the cast. Was the strain too
great, or—even more .di§quieting thought—
was there a weak Spot somewhere in the gut
which'a reasonably. careful examination: would
have. disclosed? TIn .the other instances the
fly has copie away. Again; was there contrib-
utory negligence? : Was an even strain main-
tained, or was the fish for one fatal moment
given his head? I suppose the fact is that a
big*fish should always find us at our best and
he does not. But as the most successful gen-
eral is. he who makes the fewest mistakes, so
he who, by keeping his tackle without flaw,
and by using it “in arduis” as we would turn in
whatever may be the proper word for the con-
trary, will run fewest risks,- will give least
away, and killing a higher average of the big
fish hooked, will prove himself the most suc-
cessful general. By big fish"is ‘meant, of
course, real fighters and triers, for fighting
power and resistance that has no bottom by no
‘means vary with the fighters shown on the
steelyard. :

When the two are combined—great weight
and power with fighting, not sulking, instinct
—where, too, the water is heavy and the going
bad, then the angler, to be a champion, must
be able to “finish his man.” ‘These desultory
thoughts may have been guessed to have their
origin in a recent catastrophe. They have. Not
long ago I lost a very big fish. Fishing with
somewhat slender gut (which, if candid confes-
sion must be made, had been a good deal used)
and a smallish fly in very clear water, where
even the capture of a grilse was considered un-
likely, standing on smooth rocks sloping
steeply into some 10-ft. of water, I got into a
very big fish. First he flashed up “stream,
jumping clear out of the water, and then pelt-

ed down the middle of the pool as hard as he

could split, until all my line and very nearly
all the backing were out. I had, too, gone as
far along the rocks as I could,-and the boat
whiich had ferried me across to the rocks, and
which was being brought swiftly to my assist-
ance, was still some yards away.

I dared not hold against the fish, but, put-
ting my thumb on the brake of the reel, check-
ed its perhaps too €asy. run, and, pressing the
flying line on to the rod with the palm of my
left hand, I did all I dared do, but hoped not
too much. As the boat reached my feet, how-
ever, the end of the world came, and once more
I had failed to finish my man. The cast had
broken. I must throw myself on the mercy of
the court. If I had not put some strain on he
would certainly have broken me, and I can-
not think I put on sufficient to break a reason-
ably sound cast. But there, I fear, my defence
breaks down. I cannot lay my hand upon my
heart and say that I had bestowed upon that
cast a thousndth part of the careful examin-
ation which it would-have received if I had had
the least expectation that a fish of some 30lb.
was lying at the foot of those much-fished

, and, moreover, that he could be lured |
therefrom by my little fly.—A. H. B. SR
—_— 0 i
A CRASH 5

3

“What was that awful crash?” 5
“One of. fathet’s New  Year’s resolutions
gone to smash. He has just discovered that
the furnace fire is out.” !




