Jeannie Sinclair,
THE LILY ‘Q_FO—TI'_HE STRATH.

CHAPTER X.

A LAPSE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS—A YOUTH INCOG-
NITO—A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE YOUTH
AND WANDERING NED—THE MAD BULL—A
TERRIBLE FATE.

We drop tho curtain and raise it again
after o lapse ot eighteen years.

Yes, eighteen years have passed away
smce the abduction of the infant heir of
Baigley, and, though the rising of the cur-
tain reveals the Strath the same, or nearly
the sam, in its ph{uienl features, we may ex-
pect that great changes have taken place in
regard to the personages of our drama, for
eighteen years make up a large portion of
sum of buman life, It is no less than one-
fourth of the allotted threescore and ten.

On a bright golden afternoon in June a
youth was slowly wending his way across
the hills towards the Strath from the direc-
tion of the town of Shawhead, which we
formerly stated to be ten miles distant b;
the coach road. It was not this level road,
however, by which the youth travalled, but
by} the bridle path across the heights.” He
had reached Strawhead by the coach from
the south at midday, and while the other
rul_engers were eating their dinner in the
nn in all haste to finish by the time the
coach again started to go further north, he
discussed his meal in a very leisnrely fash~
ion, » circumstance he accounted for when
he intimated that he did not intend to re-
sume his seat in the lumbering vehicle. Ac-
cordingly, he had transferred his light tray-
elling bag—the only Inggage be carried—to
the inn parlour, and, when the sounding of
the horn caused the passengers to mlie
rush outside, leaving their plates half full
and their stomachs half empty, he continued |
to ent his meat and sip his wine with com
fortable deliberation.

The landlord, as ho stood on the floor of |
the kitchen, rubbed his hands with satisfac-
tion, for he supposed that the youthful trav-
eller intended to put up at his inn_for a few
days. And when the parlour bell rang he
went smilingly to answer it, expecting that |
bishbest bedroom was to be engaged forth- |
with.

A disappointment awaited him however. |
The traveller wanted, not to order a bed, but |
to pay for his dinner, and to ask the road to
Strathmae.

“Are ye gaun tae the Strath, sir? asked
the landlord, in a tone of surprise.

‘I am,

‘The day ?’

“Yes; this afternoon. I understand tlre
distance is about ten .miles.”

‘ That’s about it, sir; but, dear me, ye
could ha'e gane forrit in tlhe coach, for it
crosses the Strath.’

‘I know it does, but I don’twantto go
in the coach, I want to walk by the hill
road.’

, Yell find it a stiffish travel, sir.’

¢ Possibly, but 1'm in no hurry, and I am
used to walking among hills.’

The landlord was non-plussed by the quiet
decision of manner shown by his guest. His
determination to go was expressed, not in a
surly impatient tone, but in a way which ad-
mitted of no objection. The mind of the
lomh was made up—that was certain, and

e did not seem one who was to be vaguely
influenced. He wasa well-bred, frank-spok-
en, good-natured youth, At the same time
he had strength of will and settledness of
purpose from which there was 1o hope to
move him; and Boniface was compelled,
with the best grace he could muster, to point
out to him the bridle path which was to take
him and his custom away from the inn.

Early in the alternoon, therefore, when
the sun washigh and warm, the stranger
youth shouldered his (ruvclimrbng and de-
parted, shaping his way according to the di- |
rections given. The road was not difficult
either to tind or to keep, aud after three
hours of moderato walking the young pe-
destrian approached the last eminence, from
the brow of which the Strath would open to
his view, at least to a large extent.

In appearance the youth was highly pre-
ossessing. He had a free, high-souled
ook with him—a handsome, aristocratic

countenance, fine features,, well-formed
limbs and withal he carried an air which be-
spoke the gentleman in the real sense of the
word. His age might be about twenty-two,
but his composed, self-possessed manner in-
dicated that he had some experience of the
world, and had confidencein his own resour
ces. The broad brow, which expanded un-
der the clustering ringlets of his very dark |
hair, indicated the possession of intell ',l
“the bright expressive eye showed keen ap- |
preciation of natural beauty, and the soft, |
pleasant lips gave token of a kind and gene- |
rous dispocition. Altogether his aspeet was |
sttractive and winning, and.a stranger who
felt inclined to accost wpted to
do so from the certainty

would not be met by a repulse.

He passed oger the brow of the
all at once the” extensive Strath opened t
his view. He stood still und uttered an ex
clamation of delight. |

¢ Grand ! gorgeous !’ he murmured, and
well he might, for the sceae which had sur-
prised his vision was splendid beyond des-
cription. The declining #un, a: it verged
toward the tops of the western mountains,
flashied a golden glory upon the luxuriant
valley, clad now 1. all the richnegs of i
summer efflulgence. The pasture

fields were at their greenest ; the i

ed folinge of the woods was displayed in its

fullest maguificen mansions, cottages and
hamlets invested scene with a peculiar |
human charm ; the river glided and winded |
down the vale like a broad, shining, silver |
band ; and the distant hills, which rosein a |
continuous chain; stood clear and grand |
ngninsl the deep blue sky |
1

which rested on |
eir peaks, and sunk down in liquid light |
into their calm and silent hollows.

A look ot gladness and joy came upon the
youth’s face as his delighted eye wandered
over the prospect and rested moment by mo-
mént on its various features. At length he
stretched himself on the slope that he might |
contemplate in & position ot restful leisure. |
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commence the GREAT SALE, when Goods will
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