CHIFESE PIRATES BUSY

— e

PROTEST AGAINST POLICE WORK
BY BRITISHI WAD: VESSELS.

Dctermination to  Suppress

Piracy Stirs Chinese

Dritish

Patriotism,

According to recent advices from
Hongkong and the foreign colony at
Canton, Greal Brilain has placed her-
self in the way of trouble in South
China by her announced dJdelermination
 extirpate she Chinese pirates of the
West River. The new blood of China,
whieh has made itself most felt in tne
disturbed provinces of the south, shows
symploms of stimulating resistance o
this project, The proposed British sup-
pression of the pirales has caused an
uproar which is in sympalny with the

general movement o  recover f(u‘v.lgn
owned railroads and revoke foreign
concessions throughout all China. It
i< a new paltriotism,

farly in December the news was

cabled from Hongkong that ViceAdmir-
al Sir Arthur Moore, commander ‘n
chief of the British China station, after
awvaiting in  vain for the Viceroy of
Kwangtung to take measures to slop lne
depredations of the river pirates, had
detached three torpedo boats and four

destroyers with  orders to patrol the
* West River and the Canlon della and
to
CAPTURE ALL PIRATES

irrespective of Chinese sensibilities. The
war vessels sailed for Canlon the fol-
lowing day.

The cables have not carried details of
Lthe result of tne cruise but Hongkong
papers of the lalest dales indicate thal
the Chinese of Canlon and.- the neigh-
kerhood are not going lo remain pas-
sive under the usurpation of power by
the British. The first note of anger ap-
peared at a mass meeling of the Anti-
Opium Association, one of the genuine
patriotic societies, as ils name indicates,
which was held in Canlon on Novem-
ber 20, when the determination of the
British Vice-Admiral had become known,
Both the naval commander and the
Wai-wupu, or local representative of
the Pekin Government, came in for a
scoring.

Resolutions were passed in regular
Occidental fashion. These declared
among other things that “as the patrol-
ling of the West River, as well as the
Yangise and all rivers of all the prov-
inces, is within the sovereign rights of
ocur country, and as the Waiwupu,
without previously consulting with the
Canton Viceroy regarding the local feel-
ing of the people, conferred the mili-
tory power on foreign people and was
actually desirous of selling the country,
we should strongly unite to protest
Girmly.”

Specific measures of protest adopted

NOTES OF INTEREST FROM HER
BANKS AND BRAES.

What Is Going On In the Highlands
and Lowlands of Auld
Scolia.

The number of children in average
attendance at Edinburgh Board Schools
last session was 33,755.

Mr. Robert Menzies, Kilbirnie, died
there in his eighly-fourth year. He
was postmaster of Kilbirnie for thirly-
five years.

In the course of a milk prosecution
in Glasgow Sheriff Court it was stated
that there was no legal standard for
cream.

Glasgow town council reaflfirmed
{heir previous resolution in favor gen-
erally of the principle of the taxation
of land values.,

Mr. J. D. Fletcher, of Rosehaugh,
won both the cattle and sheep cham-
pionships in the carcase com petitions
ar the Smithfield show.

The corporation of Glasgow have re-
solved to offer the freedom of the city
10 Lord Lister, Lord Blythswood and
Mr. Cameron Corbett, M. P.

There are 47 applicants for the va-
cant post of librarian g& Dundee Free

Library. ©One of the candidales hails
from Berlin. The salary is £350 a
year,

lord Dalkeith told the Edinburgh
Fife, Clackmannan}, and Kinross Asso-
ciation that, in his view, “one had only
to live in Fife to become a millionaire.’

The Edinburgh and lLeith Corpora-
tion Gas Commission have purchased
three blocks of tenements to the rear
of their present offices in Walerloo

lace.

Govan School DBoard has agreed o
appoint three additional compulsory
pflicers. During the year the assess-
able rental of the parish has increased
by $23,858.

Since the institution of Saltcoats
Convalescent Home £53,000 has been
subscribed voluntarily, and during the
past year the sum of £582 2s. was re-
ceived as donations and legacies.

A draft of fifty-two men of the Sea-
fcrth  Highlanders, from Edinburgh
Castle and twelve ‘men of the Royal
Field Artillery from Piershill Barracks,
left Edinburgh en route for India.

Brevet Lieut.-Col. Livingston, of the

Black Watch, who served in the Sou-
dan and South Africam campaigns, has
Leen selected 1o succeed Col. Marwill
in command ol the Second Battalion in
India.
" It is rumored that Sir Donald Cur-
rie inlends restoring Dunkeld Cathedral.
There is buried in the edifice the Wolf
of Badenoch, who had his residence at
Garth Castle, now owned by Sir Don-
ald.

Mr. David K, Picken, M. A., chief
assislant to the professor of mathema-

by the mass meeling called for the rais-
ing of a fund to be devoted to telegraph
tclls and the wiring of a memorial to
the Throne, as well as to all leading
Chinese cities, sciting forth the iniqui-
ty of

THE BRITISIH INTERFERENCE.

The temper of the meeling was such
that an undercurrent of determination
10 take measures ©of reprisal was mani-
fested by the Chinese present.

The English interests of Hongkong
end Canton charge that the Viceroy,
who is titular head of the Kwanglung
province government, has been secret-
ly in league with the river pirates or
al least has winked at their trade, while
British and other commercial inlerests
Yave suffered severely. The Viceroy 1s
openly hostile to the Wai-wupu's sud-
Jden consent to place the policing of the
rivers in the hands of the British com-
mander.

His protestations that he has devoted
large sums to the policing of the water-
ways and that he has suppressed pir-
acy to the best of his ability are mot
accepted by the English. What the
Jrilish merchants complain of is unique
in the present history of commerce.

Under the existing conditions a Brit-
fish ship laden with goods consigned to
Canton or the towns up river may come
all the way from Liverpool to Hong-
kong unmolested by pirates. At Hong-
kong transhipment 1o smaller boats
and junks of the river trade is neces-
sary.

‘lardly have the goods left Hongkong
when they are subjected to the risk of
being seized by pirates, and in three
cases out of five consignments for up

tics at the -University of Glasgow, has
been appointed professor of amatheme.,
tics at Victormia College, Wellinglon,
New Zealand.

Immediately on reaching his pew in a
clhurch at Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Mr,
Wm. Rowan, grocer, fell backwards
with a moan. He was conveyed to the
gession house, where life was found 1o
be extinct.

Edinburgh Town Council have con-
sidered the arrangement of details for
the erection of a statue in West Prin-
cess Street Gardens 1o the late Dr. Gu-
thrie. The design and material how-
cver. have not yet been decided upon.

A Victoria Cross, with other medals,
won by . Private Kennedy, Highland
Light Infantry, in India and South Af-
rica, was sold in Edinburgh on Wed-
nesday for 58 guineas. Kennedy was
killed in Edinburgh in April of {he pre-
sent year while endeavoring to stop a
runaway horse.

—_——

TWO FAMILIES WIPED

——

Midnight Death Struggle With a Rob-
ber Band. :

Two families were practically exter-
minated recently at a lonely farm on
the steppes, near Novotcherask, IRussia,
by a band of robbers, who despatched
even the household cat and dog.

The nimes of the killed are Bondar-
enko, his wife, his son Nikita, his four-
teen-year-old daughler Xenia, and a
young man named Limorenkoi; and of
the other family Gretchenko, his wife,
his brother, and his two young chil-
dren. Three little boys of the Bondar-
enko family hid from the murderers
and escaped.

OUT.

viver towns mever reach their destina-
tion. The Chinese pirates travel ligot
in long, swift river junks. Their fav-
orite trick Is to await the coming of
night in one of the lagoons of the Can-
ton delta and then slip up to a laden
koat as it pushes its way slowly up the
river,

BORAD IT AND SLAY THE CREW.

Then that toat disappears from the
register of the Far Eastern trade and
her goods are never more scen by the
OWners.

An intercsting story of the aflermath
o' a pirate raid recenlly appeared in
the China coast papers. In Tsun-nin,
& Chinese agent for a foreign firm, had
fost a big junk laden with rich mer-
chandise in the Canton della.

After weeks part of the crew came
straggling back to his office, having
teen marooned for several days on an
nminhabited island off the island of
flainan. The Chinese agent, who was
also owner of the lost junk, started out
on a search for it.

He went to the Macao and Kongmoon
without success and at last turned up
&t Hongkong, where he found his junk
in Shaikwan harbor. Another man
claimed it as his property.

Ip Tsun-nin took the matter into the

. English court at Vicloria and there it
was proved that although the man who
claimed ownership of the junk was en-
tirely innocent of wrongdoing he had
bought the craft from the pirates ab
Canton. Ip Tsun-nin got his beat back,
tul neé the eargo. which had disap-

It appears that the Bondarenka fam-
ily had just relired for the night when
[ the door was burst in and three stran-
gers enlered. Brandishing revolvers,
they commanded everyone to come out.
Pazed with sleep, the family eobeyed,
and saw several other men with revol-
vers and ropes outside the door. Bon-
darenko was ordered to hand over all
the money he had. He replied that he
possessed only 16s., to which the rob-
ber leader retorted that that would
give his men just 2}d each.

At this point the girl Xenia fell into
hysterics. A robber threw a cloth over
her head and brained her with a hatcn-
et. The boy Nikita and the young man
Limorenkoi were next seized and killed
in the same manner. Bondarenko and
his wife were then locked up in a cup-
board, whence they heard the robbers
enter the adjoining building where the
Gretchenkos slept. Shrieks and groans
arose as the whole Gretchenko family
were overpowered and murdered. Gret-
chenko’s wife was sirangled with a
piece of rope.

Next the robbers relurned , dragged
forth Bondarenko and his wife, and
slaughtered them. The three youngest
children escaped the murderers' notice
and were left alone with the dead. A
peasant visiting the farm discovered
the tragedy and rescued the children
next day.

FINAL ARGUMENT.

If a woman can't convince herself any,
other way that her husband loves her
she can do it by remembering he told

FROM BONNIE SCOTLAND|NEW BRITISH AGTS, 1908

prarced.

her so before they were married.

—

SOME IMPORTANT LAWS ARE NOW
IN FORCE.

e

Rural Laborers May Now Enjoy All the
Boons of Peasant Proprie-

torship.
Many important Acts passed by the
yritish  Parliament have taken effect

lelely.  Chief among these is the small
bolding law, giving rural laborers for
{he first time in scoras of years a chance
(o cullivate their own land and enjoy all
th2 boons of peasant proprietorship. The
object of the measure is to stop the rush
of the people away from the farms. The
enthusiasm for it is said to be great, in
some counlies every available acre of
land already having been applied for.

Another important act provides for
tiic revocation of patenls where it can
be shown that they injure the trade and
industry of the United Kingdom. It re-
quires alien patentees getting British
patents to work them in this couniry.
The new Health Act enlarges the pow-
ers of the local authorities in sanitary
matters, and in the control of the peo-
Lle’s food.

WILL OFFICIAL “CAN NEVER DIE.”

The public trustee law creales an offi-
cial wilh perpetual existence lo exe-
cule wills—a functionary who “can never
diee, become incapacitated, leave the
ccuntry or prove false to his trust.,” It
is expected 1hat this office will be of
great benefit to thousands of persons of
limited means.

Under the new Vaccination Act ihe
conscientious objector is relieved of the
necessity of appearing before bench
magistrates to claim exemption. All he
has to do is to swear {0 his conscientious
exemplion before a commissioner of
oaths. The new Criminal Appeal Act
gives persons convicted the uncondition-
al right of appeal as to questions of law
and also with the leave of the Court of
Criminal Appeal or on the certificate of
thc trial judges the right 1o appeal as to
questions of mixed law and fact. The
Ceurt of Criminal Appeal may set aside
the verdict of a jury, quash the convic-
tion or vary the judgment or sentence.

FACTORY WORKSHOP ACT.

The amended Factory Workshop Act
limits the hours of women working in
laundries to sixty hours a week and pro-
vides for the inspection of manual labor
in charitable and reformatory institu-
tions. In the future a court may release
a prisoner on probation, furnishing him
with a statement of the conditions which
he must observe while at liberty.

Such are some of the liberal measures
which are expecled to affect Britlish so-
cial life deeply for years to come.

]
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DRIVEN TO SUICIDE.

Young Frenchman Could Not Endure
the Odor of Cheese.

Some queer things have been respon-
sible for suicides and attempts at sui-

cides, but it is doubtful if anybody ever
tried W r1d himself of life for a strong®

peason than that which has just led
Pierre Dufresne, a young locksmith in
Paris, France, 10 seek a speedy exit
frem this world. * For Pierre Dufresne
now lies in a hospital in a crilical con-
dilion because he preferred death to a
life in which his delicate olfactory or-
(@ans were frequently assailed by the
odor of a cerlain variely of cheese of
which his father and-mother were in-
ordinalely fond,

This cheese is called Marolles, The
smell of it closely resembles that of
limburger. People who like its flavor
compromise with their noses for the
sake of their palates. Pierre’s parents
ale of it at every dinner. Pierre always
protested when it was brought on the
table and said nasly things about the
tastes of people who would load their
stomachs with such offensive stuff.
Angry discussions followed. The fa-
ther would bang his fist on the table
and declared that he intended to keep
on eating that sort of cheese as long
as he liked it and could afford to pay
for it, and, furthermore, he didn’t care
& hang what his son thought of it.

When a big Marolles cheese made its
appearance on the Dufresene table the
other day there was " a more violent
scene than usual. Pierre said that a
self-respecting pig would not eat such
nauseating stuff. - The elder Dufresne
pounded the table and avowed his be-
lief that porcine progeny were pos-
sessed of truer filial feeling than Pierre.
Mrs. Dufresne slopped eating the cheese
long enough to indorse her husband’s
cpinion. An elder brother joined in
the reproaches against Pierre.

The young man rose from the table
and declared that he could endure the
disgusling smell of Marolles cheese no
longer. Life was no longer worth liv-
ing if he was to be confronted with it
gvery day. He fled from the room,
banging the door behind him. A few
minutes later another bang was heard.
It was a pistol shot. Pierre had fired
a bullet at his heart, but his aim was
bad, or his knowledge of anatomy de-
fective, and the bullet lodged in his
stomach, with the result that even if he
recovers his digestive organs will be
in a far worse state than if he had dlet-
©d himself steadily on cheese of the
Marolles variety.

e

SPRAYING PAID FOR POTATOES.

Careful potato growers can no longer
doubt the advantages of sprayfng in
blight years; but some doubt whether
tlie praclice is profitable year afler year.
Tests along this line have been con-
tinued for five years by ‘lhe experiment
slation at Geneva, N. Y., and the evi-
dence presented. Bulletin No. 200 giv-
ing delails of the fifth year's test and
summaries of preceding years seems
ccnelusive in favor of the practice. The
gain each year has been profitable; and
there is already much more than
enough excess of gain over cost to pay
for spraying five years more. Similar
gains, 'Though not quite so great, were
cbltained by farmers under test, care-
fully checked by the station and by a
much larger number of farmers who
sprayed independently.

fweman's righls agitator, one a restur-

BITS OF INFORMATION.

—

Interesting Itemxs About 'Most Every-
thing Under the Sun.

Seven hundred  British subjects are
born at sca every year.

There are no newsboys in Spain;
women sell newspapers in the streets.

An orange tree in full bearing has
been known to produce 15,000 oranges.

Two locomolive engines could pass
cnch other in any one of the four fun-
nels of the Mauretania,

More than 6,000 women are employ-
ed in the Russian Secret Service. Some
Jdraw a salary of $10,000 a year.

lain falls more frequenily belween
three o'clock and <¢ight o'clock in the
morning than at any other time of the
day.

The golden-crested wren is the smal-
lest of British birds. It is 3} inches
long, and seventy-lwo of them weigh
one pound.

Returns of the Railway Clearing
House show thal 1,000 parcels a day
are lost on the railways of the United
Kingdom.

During the lifetime of a healthy hen
she will lay from 300 to 500 eggs. Her
best laying capacily is during her sec-
ond year,

In South Australia it costs the rail-
way companies $80,000 a year to re-
move the vegetation which grows on
the permanent ways.

The long tails of the Shah of Persia’s
horses are dyed crimson for 6 inches
at their tips—a jealously-guarded privi-
lega of the Tuler and his sons.

Great Britain consumes more butler
than any other nalion. The average
per head is 13 pounds a year, as against
8 pounds in Germany, 4 pounds in
France. and 2 pounds in Russla.

The longest perfectly straight rail-
way track is on the Rhodesia Railway
from Bulawayo in the direction of the
Victoria Falls. It extends lo scventy-
one miles without a single curve.”

Barent Volinski, a Jew residing in
New York, is 105 years old. He was
married twice and has twenty-seven
children, and they, with his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, number
ninety-twao,

A well-known officer of the Royal
Army Medical Corps is reported to have
proved that cold tea is capable of de-
stroving the microbe of typhoid fever
(bacillus typhosus )within twenty-four
hours.

Red seems to be the most popular of
naltional colors, if flags may be used as
criterions. Of the twenty-five leading
national flags nineteen have red in
them. The same cannot be said of any
other color,

A German company has just paid a
dividend which, if mot unprecedented,
is ceriainly very rare. A company
called the International Boring Com-
pany, which, however, has only a ca-
pital of $250,000, has just paid a divi-
dend of 500 per cent.

Nineteen women have been elected to
the Finnish Parliament, and of these
mine are Social Democrats, one ¥s a
fournalist, one a dressmaker, five are
school-leachers, one a weaver, one a

ant-keeper, and one a clé- MU, o wite

A walch is being sold in Paris for
the use of the blind. The hours are in-
dicaled by movable buttons in relief on
the dial. A strong minute-hand indi-
cates minutes only. A blind person
who passes his l.and over the dial finds
the button indicaling the hour “de-
pr ssed. i

A Swiss couple have recently mar-
ried after a courtship of forty-five years.
They became engaged in their teens,
but the young man vowed to make
850,000 before asking the young lady
to marry him. While he was making
this pile in America nearly 3,000 love-
letters passed.

Denmark’s kings for centuries have:
ali been named Christian or Frederick.
Ii is the law that Christian must be
succeeded by Frederick, and Frederick
by Christian. To attain this every Dan-
ish prince, no matter what other names
ha may receive, always includes Chris-
tian and Frederidk among them.

A man named Reuter, who lives In
a village near Chicago, is known as the
iron-jawed wonder. Taking a plank
about four feet In length, he gels two
strong men to hold it while he drives
a 10-inch steel spike to a good depth.
Putling a small piece of chamois around
the neck of the spike, he grips it with
his teeth, and slowly but surely the
spike comes out.

A young weman has just arrived in
Vienna who claims to be the tallest
woman in the weorld. She is only twen-
ty-seven year old, but stands 7 feet 5
inches and weighs 374 pounds. She is
spare rather than stout, is hard of fea-
ture and voice, and allogether some-
what of the masculine type. Her father
and mother are not above ordinary
istature.

A gigantic tray of solid silver, weigh-
ing more than 10000 ounces. has just
been made by a firm in London for an
Oriental polentate. The trav is seven
feet in diameler. and 1s said to be the
largest ever executed: it has been in the
hands of the warkmen for over a year.
The {ray is intended to stand upon a
solid silver table of the same size. The
weight of the table complele will amount

t¢ about a ton.
\

*—

COME OFF !

To the Editor: “What will make hair
come out on a bald head 7—E.I.”

Answer : “Don't be silly. A bald head
hasn’t any hair to come out.”

X

“Mr. Deeply,” said the hostess, “won't
you oblige me wilth one more song?”
“Oh, really,” replied the eminent basso,
“the hour is so late, I'm afraid my sing-
ing will disturb the neighbors.” “Never
mind that! They've got a dog whose
howling at night disturbs us |”

“Maria,” said Mr. Quigley, entering his
home in some excitement, “I want you
. promise me not to look at the papers
for the next three months.” “What for?”
wonderingly asked Mrs. Quigley. “I
have just been nominated for a public
office,” he faltered, “And I don't want
you to find out what kind of a men I

GHINESE HOUSES OF MUD

FECULIAR FEATURES OF EUILDING
IN CELESTIAL KINGDOM.

Solid Houses of Burred Brick are to be
Found Only in Cities and
Large Villages.

The manner of building in China is
very intercsting, says a report from
f'singtau. The Chinese get along wifh
very little and have few desires, especi-
nlly when it comes to a house to Ali\'f'
in. The dwellings are generally primi-
tive and not durable. °The Chinese do
nmot understand the building of arches,
The most they attempt is a simple arch
in bridges or doors, but even here it is
necessary for them first o erect a mud
brick support for the arch, the former
being torn away when the laller is
compleled.

The great mistake made in walls is
the poor binding belween the oulside
layers, there often being hollow spaces
in the middle which are wonly filled
with loose dirt or crushed rock, if they
are filled at all. When it rains this in-
terior filling gets wet, it settles, and
the wall is

WEDGED APART AT iiki BOTTOM.

It thus often happens that the outer
walls of a house collapse, while the in-
ner ones, which have nol been wet, re-
main standing.

The use of mortar is also very faul-
ty. The commonly used mortar eon-
sists of finely slaked lime, wilth no ad-
dition whatever of quariz sand, but for
economy the lime is often adulterated
with very fine river sand,

The mas<on tests the soundness of
every brick by hilting it with his knife-
shaped trowel, and, like every oriental
tradesman, works slowly. Where
stones are uced they are always fitted
into proper place on the oulside and
are brought to rest in the proper place
by having little stones put underneath
them. Only the oulside edges are filled
with mortar, and the danger of collaps-
ing in time is always present. Solid
houses of burnt brick~are usually not
fcund in the eountry, but in the cities
and larger market villages, because
only. the wealthy can afford them.

The great masses are conlent in
slable-looking dwellings, whaose floor
is the earth, whose walls are mud, and

WHOSE ROOFS ARE STRAW.

The usual house is divided into three
equal parts by itwo beams crossing il
harizontally on top of the masonry
walls. In the case of houses with straw
roofs, a light framework is placed on
these beams. To protect the roof from
wind it is often weighted down with
large stones.

In the great plains the farmhouscs
aro made entirely of mud with flat
roofs. Because the rains are very dis-
eslrous to the walls, they are often
strengthened with a layer of tliles on
the outside. The difficulty with this
construction is that the inner mud part
givesway andagollapses when it gets
wet, leaving only the thin outer tile
part standing. This usually results in
throwing the entire weight of the heavy
roof on the light tile construction, and
the whole house collapses. Many of
these flat roofed mud houses are de-
stroyed during every rain, and when-
ever the rivers overflow the valleys prac-
tically every house is ruined. There
are no building laws or police regula-
tions in China tending to betler the
class of houses now constructed and
thus make living in them more safe.
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A SAINT’S ECCENTRICITIES.

IN MERRY OLD ENG' AND

s

NEWS BY MAIL ABOUT JOINN DBULE
AND IS PEOPLE,
==

Occurrences In (ka2 Land 'That Reigny
Supreme Iin the Commarcial
World.

Farthing breakfasls have been started
in Exeter for the children of the poorer
classes.

Sir John Strachey, one of the mosh
eminent of Indian pro-consuls, is dead in
his 85lh year.

The sum of fully $4,000,000 is spent
every year in the lighling and buoying
the coasts of ihe United Kingdom.
General Viscount Kitchener has been
appointed a Knight of thd™Order of St.
Jchn of Jerusalem, in England.

The death has occurred at Hove of
Mr, Jas. Braby, who invented many im-
provements in agricultural machinery,
When the herring [ishing season is tt
ils height something likee 5,000 miles of
nels are set nighlly in the North Sea.

A silver medal was presented at
Grimsby to Susan Gray, who has never
been lale or absent [rom school for ten
years,

Lord Carrington has offered a site at
High Wycombe for the establishment of
1 market gardening colony for consump-
tive convalescents.

Among the inmates of St. John's
Workhouse, Highgate, is an old man
1w med Robert Thomas, who is slill hale
and hearty at the age of 101.

Lord Calthorpe has given 20 acres of
land to Birmingham University to be
used as a private recreation ground,
The gift is valued at £15,000.

A Dirminghem firm has offered to
raiso a complete heavy battery of artil-
lery, manned entirely by its employes.,
for service wilh the Territorial Army.

The Royal Mint, as now constituted
may be said to date from 1317, and the
kuildings from 1810, the latter having
been completed in that year at a cost of
£250,000.

The Duke of Portland’s extensive es-
tates comprise 100,000 acres in Caithnoss,
17,000 in Ayreshire, 12,000 in Northum-
berland, 10,0600 in Notiinghamshire and
3,000 in the Midlands.

Sir Thomas Lipton has a summer-
house in his garden, buill right up in a
tree, with two slaircases leading to it,
one for his servanis, and one for Sir
Thomas and his friends.

In order to teach a lesson in punctual-
i'y to a bride and bridegroom who ar-
rived late at St. Just's Church, Penzance,
for their wedding, the vicar postponed
the ceremony for four hours.

Mr. John Thomas, the conductor of
the Llanelly Cuolr, which recently sang
before the King and Quecen and tho
Kaiser and Kaicerin at Windsor Castle,
received a diamond scarf-pin from King
Edward,

In the United Kingdom 46 per 100,000
inhabitants are in prison. This average
compares favorably with other couniries.
In the United States 132 per 100,000 are
In prison on any given day. In Italy
and in Cape Colony 310.

Sir Lepel Griffin, speaking at a meet-
ing of the East India Association, said
that educalion in England was mediae-
val. The schools taught nothing but
cricket and football, and Latin and
Creek very badly.

At a maval court martial at Chatham
recently, Edwin Pannell, boatswain of
H.M.S. Maje-%:, who wac charged with
slealing upwards of 200 brooms from the
ship, was sentenced o be dismisscd
from the sérvice with disgrace.

From several deep wells at Forthamp-
tcn village, near Tewkesbury, there has
been an outrush of air so violent as 1o
cause a loud hissing noise resembling
an . engine blowing off steam. The
draught was strong enough to press
heavily against a hand held three feet
ahove the well top.

e

e s “CRUSADE” LIKE TIHHE CAMORRA.
Hindu Fakir Who Spoke a Strange | ST
Great Criminal Association Exists in

Language and Scorned Clothes.

The famous fakir, Bawa Meoni Sahib
(the Silent Saint), during his long fifty
years’ sojourn at Mirpur never ullered
A wsingle word which could be under-
stood by any one around him. Whal
wondrous tongue he spoke no man
knows, says lhe Calculta Statesman.

Every day hundreds of pious people
men and women, flocked around him
lo pay homage and adoralion. Since
his boyhood, it is said, he had lived
slark naked, resolutely disdaining even
a_loin cloth. He abode in a public
lane which was always full of busy
people, yet he moved as he listed 'n
his. saered nudily, neither ashamed nor
causing shame.

His age was well over a hundred
years. The Saint never touched gifts;
indeed he meekly spurned them. A de-
vout Sikh priest looked tenderly safter
him and gave him morsels of food with
his own hands. For days, however, ne
would refuse to partake of food.

The corpse, after being taken around
the city, followed by horses and palan-
quins fitly caparisoned for so grand a
burden, was buried. The concourse
«f mourning people who followed the
solemn proceéssion mustered quite 200,-
000 slrong.

s st NG

NO AMPUTATIONS IN CHINA.

It may occur to people that they have
never seen & Chinaman bereft of an arm,

maintain a profound objection to surgi-
cn! operations. Indeed, they much pre-
fer to die rather than o be deprived of a

the same number,

part afllicted.

really am.”

escape,

member, because as it is undeniable that
they came into the world with two arms.
twe legs, eight fingers, two thymbs, ete.,
they must of necessily go out of it with
Otherwise, once on
the other side, they might be sent to
hunt for a missing member and spend
the greater part of eternity in finding it.
Perhaps the nearest approach to inter-
nal surgery that a Chinese doclor will
atlempt is to sland on the patient’s body
and wilh bare feet move about on the
In dentistry the Chinese
have reached the discovery that-the nerve
is @ worm and the best method to treat
an aching tooth is to loosen it by driving
iv wedges in order that the worm may

Rome, Italy.

A criminal association resembling the
Camorra of Naples, and known as the
“Crusade” has recently been discovered
in Rome, Italy. Cases of stabbing and
murder have been very frequent there,
and the criminals not only escape, but
the motives of the crime remain a mys-
tery. A typical case was the murder of
au old shoemaker, who was. stabbed
during broad daylight. There was no
clue: to the murderer and no clue was
possible’ till the police discovered that
the old man had been on the friendliest
terms with a young man who, a few
years ago, was one of the worst charac-
ters in Rome, but who is now married
and living honestly. Investigation show-
o1 that his reformation was due to the

ola. shoemaker, who had found him
work gand continually walched over him
and '@pt him straight.

It seems that the young man had been
& member of the “Crusade,” which,
dceming him a trailor, had notified him
that, unless he rejoined with the band,
the first murder would be the shoe-
maker, and then, if he still refused, they
would kill him. The police arrested
several members of the “Crusade,” and
have charged them with murder, but
they have no evidence, and the prison-
ers probably will be acquitted. But the
fact is established that a gang similar
to the Camorra exists and flourishes in
Rome, and, like the Camorra, strikes in
tke dark and enjoys the same immunity.

L3
PASSION FOR PIGTAILS.

leg or other member of his body. The Sk
reason for this is that all Orientals

Man Arrested for Cutfing Off Hair of
School Girls.

A man named Beaudet was recently
arrested in Paris for cutling off the hair
of school girls,

Two detectives were walching him
in one of the large shops, as they be-
lieved him to be a pickpocket, saw him
cut off the plait of a girl of 12. When
they searched his room they found
minety-seven pigtails of different lengths
and colors, tied up with pink, blue and
green ribons.

Baudet declares that he has an ume
conquerable  passion  for pigtlails, of
which he has a large -slore hidden
away. He will not disclose their hid-
ing place, but he declarcs that he has
cut off hundreds in his time. andd that
lie has never scld a single ona
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