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DIRECT CHARGE 
AGAINST CONMEE

HIS CLOTHES5,000 OUT OFBuy Cottons ! EMPLOYMENT WERE SAVED
But the Owner was Badly : 

Burned and Bruised in $ 
the Chicago Fire.

He and Bowman Parties to 
Agreement by Which 

They were Guaran­
teed 10 per cent.

Terrible Result of Toronto 
Catastrophe to the Peo­

ple of the Queen City.
Cottons are and have been on the jump, 

which everybody knows. Here's a chance ! 
We bought these when cottons were down,and 
we offer them to you at the same old prices.

We are holding a

Lucky Sale of Cottons.
Every housekeeper in the County of Kent 

should be lucky and get some. Pillow Cot­
tons, Sheetings, Bleached and Factory Cot­
tons while they can be had at less than mill 
prices.

5 special lines Factory Cotton at 5, 6, 7, 8

In All 104 Buildings Destroyed—Loss 
to Insurance Companies Estimat­

ed at Seven Millions.

Judge Houston Recalls Big Fire at 
Toronto Over 20 Years Ago and 
the Man Who Took No Chances.

Straight Charge of Mr. Hanna—Pro- 
fits from Algoma Central Con- 

struction—Gamey Speaks.
“The scene of the fire in Toronto * 

Toronto, April 20.-James Conmee, yesterday is just one block further: 
member for Port Arthur, who has back from the bay than the disastrous ± 
figured so prominently in the debate fire that visited the same section of : 
upon the Soo Guarantee Bill the city over 20 years ago," remarked *tne 600 Guarantee Bill toecause Judge Houston this morning. “The 1 
of the connection of the contracting fire then burned from about where .
firm of Conmee & Bowman with the the fire started this time out to the
Algoma Central Railway, is face Ito bay and even burned some bouts at :

face with a direct charge, that he and ^at the time and the «^ were :h’s business partner, The Liberal all aroused in the early morning by
whip, as contractors, are parties Ito the hotel staff running to the bed- +

are I rooms and putting the windows : 
guaranteed to receive ten per cent, down. The sparks were flying’all
of the profits from the construction around the hotel and a gang of men
of the Algoma Central Railway. The I were busy sweeping the sparks off :
charge was made in the Legislature I the roof lest they should burn 
to-night by Mr. Hanna (West Lamb- through the tin. The weather was *
ton), following the denial by Mr. Con- quite cold, but the windows were up :

in many of the rooms and it was 
Mr. Conmee did not accept the chal- I necessary to close them lest the burn- : 
lenge for an investigation, but the ing cinders should get into the hotel. : 
Opposition are disposed to push the I Needless to say, the guests wasted no 
matter to & full and complete en- time in getting dressed and getting : 
quiry. down. The office was full of men and :

DEBATE RESUMED. women partly dressed, who were com-
Resuming the debate on the Soopleting their toilet on’ the ground : 

Guarantee Bill this afternoon, Mr. floor. 1 can dress about as quickly + 
Smyth (Algoma), attempted an ex- as anyone and when I got down 1 
planation of the question Where did stairs I was attired. Looking up I ,
the money come from I whereby Mr. saw a big, long, lean man, about six •
Gamey was backed, by saying the foot three, coming down in his night ;
member for Port Arthur deposited dress. He had his vest under one .
$2,000 tor protests against himself arm "nd his shirt under the other. 1
and Mr. Gamey, and, though the His night dress came to about his.
money was paid out of court in Oe- knees and he was taking about six .
tober, 1902, the member tor Port Ar stair steps at a time. He was mov-
thur had sworn h April that it had ing fast, however, and didn’t appear 
not been returned to him. dt Mr excited. Hotel Clerk Wright called 
Smyth, of the Soo, instead of holding him by name and asked him why he 
a brief for Mr. Olergue, was acting didn’t diress, as there was no danger, 
in the interests at the people, he ‘There may be no danger,’, remarked 
might have sympathized with him I the tall, thin person, ‘and I am not 
and allow his leadership on the bill. I excited, but I was in of of the big 
Concluding, Mr. Smyth moved, sec- I hotels during the Chicago fire. I got 
onded by Mr. Gamey, that the bill I up, dressed leisurely, and then the 
be given a three months’ hoist, people below yelled at me to throw

Mr. Beatty (Leeds), claimed he Iwas I my clothes out. I threw my trunk • 
« small creditor of the allied com- out and they caught it in a net. Then. 
pan’es, but as his constituents want-. they yelled at me to climb down. I J 
ed him to vote against (the bill he did so as far as I could. Mv hands' 
would do so, unless the Speaker ruled 
that he had no right to vote. The 
land through which the Algoma Cen­
tral passed was unfit tor settlement, 
and it would be a crime to settle 
people on it. The two million guar- 
antes was, in his opinion, a repay- 
ment to the Soo companies for the 
work done in the by-elections. ■

Toronto, April 20.—This afternoon 
the burned district was a veritable 
chaos. The fire had been so fierce 
that there were only a very few 
buildings that had not been com­
pletely destroyed. Tottering walls, 
from which are continually falling 
small or great pieces of masonary, 
mark the position of buildings that 
yesterday would have been consider­
ed fireproof, the streets are piled
high with bricks and stone, parts
of the front walls that fell outward an agreement whereby they 
during the fire, trolley wires, Itele-
graph end telephone wires, and cables 
are hanging from crazy poles in an 
inextricable confusion, in areas under 
the sidewalks little fires are blazingand loc. 

40ecial lines of Bleached Cottons at 6, 8, merrily, and over the whole scene
there drives a vicious cloud Of bluish -m.ee of the truth of /the accusation, 
white smoke laden with small cind- ML a—-— ‘ * • *
ers. The firemen are still on duty, 
and at the W. R. (Brock building 
the water tower and four other

10 and 12 32c
3 special lines of Sheetings at 20, 25 and 

30c. . 1We also offer some special lines of Lonsdale 
Cambrics, Long Cloths, Victoria and India 
Lawns, Nainsooks, Dimities, etc., all bought 
before the prices advanced ; we have one of 
the finest stocks in Ontario to choose from.

streams are playing in an tendeavor 
to save the lower stories of the build- 
ing. This building, although in the 
very path of the fire, did not suffer 
nearly as much as any of the others. 
While the two upper stories are 
cleaned out, there is every probabil­
ity that the lower floors may be 
partially saved. In any case, the 
walls are in good shape, and the 
building can be reconstructed. On 
the corner of Bay and Front streets 
the tangle of wires and cable is 
simply awful. One of the firemen 
said thia morning that the (brigade 
had been very seriously hampered be­
cause of these wires, some of them 
being “alive” when they, fell from the 
poles. It was his opinion that if 
there had been no wires on the street 
several of the buildings toward the 
eastern limita of the burned district 
could have been saved. He said that 
the city should never allow another 
wire to be strung overhead in the 
down-town district.

Thos. Stone 11

X
IMPORTERS.

Members Canadian Dry Goods Purchasing Syndicate 
WE CAN SAVE YOU DOLLARS. were all burned and at last I had toSHORT SESSION drop into the net, and rebounded un­

til I thought was a rubber ball. 
I was badly shaken up and bruised.’ 
Mr. Wright asked a bell boy to go0000000

City Council Conclude Business Left 
Over—Let Contracts and Pass 

Park St. By-Law. L
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and get the gentleman’s clothes. 
‘Wait,’ said the man tn undress. ‘Is.pring there, any danger y I would sooner - ------- --------------
lose the clothes than that the bov *********** 
should run any danger. In the Chi- -1 1
cago Tire I saved my clothes and got • 6

OLI :
!

Mr. Sutherland (South Oxford), de-I 
clared the bill was an outrage on 1 
the decencies of public life, in view 
of the connection of some members 
of the House with the transaction. | 
It was a scandalous deal, and he 1 
doubted if the bill would ever have I 
been brought down if it had not 1 
been to keep two members faithful ] 
to the Government. The precedent 
was a dangerous one, and the se­
curity uncertain.

Mr. Cameron (West Huron) declar­
ed this was not a ‘loan to -an indus-| 
trial enterprise, but a mere continu- ! 
ation of the Government development 
policy. It was merely a loan of 
credit, upon which the security* was 
ample. The street trust, the Stand­
ard Oil Company and the Imperial 
Oil Compa ny were anxious for the 
defeat of the bill. In support of this 
statement, he read an affidavit by 
the late A. F. Gault, of Montreal, 
that all the refiners in Canada were 
controlled by the Standard Oil Com­
pany. This was the secret of the 
opposition of Mr. Hanna, solicitor of 
the Imperial Oil Company, to the 
bill. The steel trust and the Stand­
ard Oil. Company had a controlling 
influence over the banks and that 
was why Mr. Clergue met his Water­
loo when he went to New "York Ito 
endeavor to negotiate a loan to­
wards the allied companies. The 
Government’s policy was not a policy 
of despair, but one of hopefulness, 
in which there was no fear of risking 
its credit by the proposed loan.

Cel. Matheson claimed the estimate 
of the allied companies’ assets by 
Government members was guess 
work.

The Speaker left the chair, it be­
ing six o’clock.

Continuing after recess, Col Mathe­
son said that while every member 
wished the Soo well, few were in 
favor of the province undertaking to

The adjourned meeting of the City 
Council got under way as decided at 
7.30 last eventing and concluded short- 
eight , the Mayor, as per bus prev­
ious suggestion, urging the members 
to conclude the evening by attending 
praver meeting. All the council were 
present except Ald. Tye.

Ald. McCog gave notice of a by- 
law to adopt the engineer’s report 
for an asphalt block pavement on 
Park St., from Queen St. to the G. 
T. R.

Ald. Mounteer, chairman of the 
Parks Committee, said that F. Dool- 
ing, appointed at last meeting care- 
taker of Victoria Park, was not satis­
fied to work at the salary named, viz., 
$1 per day in the summer and $2 per 
month for the balance of the year. 
He therefore moved that the com­
mittee’s recommendation be with­
drawn and that the name of Samuel 
Vanstone be substituted at the same 
salary. Ald. Martni seconded and the 
motion carried.

Ald. McCog moved, seconded by Ald. 
Martin, that the tender of Blight and 
Fielder for granolithic walks at 12 
cents be accepted, it being the low­
est tender.—Carried.

Aid. McCo.g moved, seconded by 
Ald. Piggot, that the lowest tender,

1

SPRINGmv hands oadlv burned and myself 
badly injured. I would much rather 
have lost, the clothes and escaped mv- 
self.’ The bov went up and got the 
clothes, but the remembrance of the 
Chicago fire knot its victim on the 
ground floor. He wouldn’t take any 
chances.”

The Spring patterns this year in imported English and Scotch 
Tweeds and Worsteds are the prettiest and Nobbiest that have 
been shown for many years.
Our stock is complete ; Fit Guaranteed, Prices Right; We 
invite you to call and Inspect. No trouble to show goods.

the ; 
World :

Needs : 

Spring ; 

Shoes; :

TIME 
SHOESA * CITI TNTII Tailor and Woolen Mer- A. SHELDRICK, Soam

ARE WISE
00000000000000000000 00000000000000•4 And shoes for all the • 

world, or at least no - 
meam part of it, are! 
here in alluring Spring 1 
array. Rich indeed, is ! 
the gathering that this : 
great shoe store offers ! 
to Man and Woman, 
Boy and Girl, whose 
shoe needs are focused 
on the coming of Spring

Windsor Church Know Where to Get 
Best Work and Engage Chatham 

Man—Causes Jealous Row.

0000000000000000000000009 00000000*990000000

11EATHER GOODS
Auto Bags from 60c. to $3.00
Chatelaines, from 10c to $2.00
Purses from oo. to $1.50
Novelty Bags from $1.00 to $2.00
Music Rolls from 75c. to $1.50

:L Windsor, Ont., April 20. —Windsor 
contractors are very, sore over the 
rumor which has been circulated that 
the contract for the erection of the 
new Church of the Immaculate Con- 
ception was to be given a Chatham 
man. The building is to cost in the 
neighborhood of $30,000 and the money 
raised for its erection was subscribed 
by residents of Windsor and vicinity. 
The tenders received were, consider- 
ably in excess of the amount appro­
priated for the building and an ex­
tension of time for the receiving of 
tenders was made. Fr. Downey, who 
will be pastor of the new church, has 
stated that several alterations will 
be made in the exterior of the build­
ing to cut down the cost.

Euclid Jacques, one of the leading 
contractors in the city, said this morn­
ing it was not fair to the contractors 
of the city that the tender of an out­
side man be accepted for the church.

“The money for the erection of the 
church,” said be, “was raised in this 
city and the contract should be

WELDON’S
Next Door to Maloolmson’s

00000000000099090990090999 00090090999099999999099999 Everything in 
Shoes
for Everybody....
Is our motto, and it is 

literally fulfilled in this 
new spring stock now 
ready for your inspec­
tion. Beginning with 
infancyand ending with; 
old age. Our prices ] 
range from 25c to $5.00. ]

Dozens of styles at : 
every price. Many ex­
clusive novelties in Pa-; 
tent and Ideal Kid and 
Patent Leather.

Won’t yon step in to 
see the new footwear?

• that of Pallock, Kennedy and Beattie 
• for sweeping streets end removing 
♦ debris at $1,404 be accepted.—Carried. 
X Also the tender at the same firm 
• for sprinkling at 1 1-2c. per foot for 
♦ each side of street.
$ Ald. Martin asked if Mr. Chrysler’s 
• were not a lower figure.
• Ald. McCo.g replied that Mr. Chry- 
xsler’s tender was 2c. per foot on each 
• side.
• The motion then carried.$ BFALL A ------a 2 1-1- * - *
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ew Babies Should Have a Nice

ifi- HPT OP UU UdIL UI 9PP19 al Tin The clerk read a letter from G. A.
awarded to a Windsor contractor. 
My tender was the lowest submitt 
by any Windsor contractor, and yet 
was told by Fr. Meunier that I need 
not expect to get the contract, as 
it had been practically settled that a 
Chatham man was to receive it.

Fr. Meunier, when asked regarding 
the matter, declined to say anything 
about it.

Witherspoon and other Park Street 
residents entering vigorous protest risk its guarantee on a trading pro- 

position. This would be a vicious 
principle to adopt. The credit of the 
province would be seriously damaged 
and the bill was one that ought to

against the rejection of Mirs. New- 
bury’s name from their bitulithic peti-
tion and asking what guarantee there 
was in connection with the asphalt 
block pavement.Westman Bros., 

Have a lot of Beauties.
The Latest American Style, 

All marked at Close prices for quick 
sale. Come and see our stock.

pass in any respect. The real frem- 
edy for the difficulties of the allied 
companies at the Soo lay with the 
Dominion Government, which should 
put a heavy import duty on steel 
rails. If the companies fail, as fail 
they must, under the arrangement

Ald. McCog said that the suggestion 
of looking into the guarantee was a 
good one and businesslike one.

Ald. Piggott—If we pay attention, 
to letters of that kind, we’ll be do- EDWARDS DOMINGing that kind of business all the way 
through. the Government is making, the pro- 

vince would be asked to make fur-The clerk produced the asphalt 
block guarantee which was found

W. W. Scane, the enterprising man­
ager for the big Muriel Foster con-ther advances.

EXTENT OF DAMAGE.
Standing from the Esplanade from 

the custom house to Lorne street 
there is a complete sweep except 
at the corner of Bay Street. Here, 
the stone walls of the McLaughlin 
flour mill and the brick walls ot the 
warehouse in the rear ere still stand- 
ing, and seem to be very solid, tout 
the interior of the buildings is gut-

Continued en 8th Page.

cert at the Grand here on Monday 
evening, the 25th inst., last evening 
secured at considerable extra ex­
pense the services ot Cyril Dwight Ed- 
wards, the celebrated baritone, in 
addition to the artiste already booked 
for that occasion. Every effort has 
been made to make this attraction the 
most brilliant and perfect musical 
event of the season and there will be 
no advance in price by reason of the 
additional artists secured. 71.

Tie Park St, paving by-law was 
then put through its final stages and 
passed, and the council adjourned. urr

Smokeless Injume Dupont L. C. 
Smithsky Conover, .of Leamington, 
was in the city to-day snowing the 
Maple City crackshots how to break 
blue rocks at R verside Park. Mr.

Brostman THE SHOE MAN.
"Repairing done at storesig Hardware.

Breckin, of the London Gum Club, 
was also out. •

Ghee
h

CHATHAM ONT., THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 1904 NO 97VOL. XIII

44
**

**
*+

**
+i

ii*
+*

**
*+

PF
..

H

44
44

44
44

44
+4

44
++

++
+*

**
**

**
**

**
us

es
* I

-
O

K
M

: 2
.

C
D

00
00

00
00

09
9

200000000 
t 

W
i=| 

1 *5
V

C
 

Th
e- 38:

1

r
a= 3

IS
‘as

4-4 4
►

11

%

(
11

3

p
h
o
w
e
e
s
t
e
i
t
e
s
.

"I a if 
1

O
1 :3

I ***************** ********


