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The financial and legislative history of the Clyde navigation is not less interest-
ing. In 1758 the first Act was obtained for improving the river upon Smeaton’s
plan. A lock .was. to be built’ with a dam across the channél at Marlintord: (four
miles below Glasgow) by medns of which four and 4 balf feet depth of water'was to
be secured, upward to the harbour, Fortunately ‘this plan was not carried out, and "
in 1768 Mr. Gulborne  recommended the plan of jetties &c., to assist the action of '
the tide. [n 1770 an Act was got to deepen the whole stretch ‘of the river from .+
Dunbarton up to Glasgow to a depth,of seven feet at neap tides. Powcis 'were . .
‘given in this Act to'levy dues upon shipping to be applied towards improving the «
river and in the same year a revenue of £I47 sterling were drawn. In 1771.the .
revenues amounted to £1071, sterling. L o

In 1809 an Act was got to, deepen to nine feet at neap tides, and to borrow,
'£830,000 oir creditof the trust. Previous to this the moneys necessary to' carry on
the work had been advariced Ly the town of Glasgow, but at this tine had allDeen '
repaid out of the trust revenues. In 1824 when the first stéam dredging machine’
was set at work, the river-had béeu deepened to eleven and a half feet, the revenuass .
had reached £8500, the size' of the ships was ‘increasing, and Glasgow:owned one-
hundred and eleven vessels, amounting to 14,000 tons. . In 1825 a fourth Act.was '
got for deepening to 13 feet at neap tides, and in fifieen years thereafter vessels of
300 and 400 tons drawing twelve ‘and thirteen feet- water were' numerous, in. the |
" harbour, althbugh they could mnot pass the ‘riverin neap tides; “The number of'
“vessels bad increased tivee fold; their tonnage five fold, and the revenues hadiin- ;'
creased five fuld, amounting to upwards of 3840,000 per annum. In 1’840,'ther‘é‘-‘
fore, an Act was obtained defining bold lines of river and harbour improvement -,

'

‘and for deepening to seventeen fect at neap. tides.. - e e
In 1846 an Act was obtained for increased harbour accommodation ;.the

" namber of vessels belonging 1o the port then amounted 512, and. their tonnage;to
134,603 tons. The trust revenues had risen to £51,198 sterling, the lrtétil:a’mgﬁi‘y‘t&

drawn since 1770 being £906,554 sterling, and. the total expenditure £1,253;951
" sterling. . : et

In 1850 the revenues amounted to £64,000 sterling. . The. (,:‘,qst‘on;iév‘mdﬂa?{'\}'ie ;

' h

port of Glasgow have risen from £3,000 in 1811 to £640,000 in 1850, . ., * ' i,
btained for, the 1mp”rovéme§1%

It has been remarked that under the first act o
of the Clyde (that is, for the construction of the lock and.dam upon, Smeaton
~ plan) no. dues were to be levied until after the. works. were, completed..... Thigire:.
quiring a heavy outlay of capital before any. return -could: be made, conditicny: st
placing the; work in a position similar to. the construction of railways. Thesec

Acty however, which authorizes the levying of dues on shipping, - c
'mediate fund, and the primary cause of the financial success.of
‘provements is ascribed to-the system of ‘removing. ford after; otd,ang

deepening the channel as the revenues, increased. . L

‘The reventes of the Clyde ;tr‘ust‘fqr the yedr, ending 1st:
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