
Legislative Council Chamber.
WEDNESDAY, 2 lth January, 1841.

PRESENT.
THE HON.

Mr. Chief Justide Chipman, President.
Mlr. Shore. Mr. Baillie.
Mr. Robinson. Mr. Saunders.
Mr. Attorney General. 31r. Lee.
Mr. Chandler.

PRAYERS.
The Honorable Mir. Saunders, by direction of His Excellency the Lieutenant Go-.

vernor, lays before the House copies of certain Despatches and Documents, which
were read by the Clerk as follows:-

HOUSE OF CORRECTION, SAINT JOHN.

[No. 34.) Downing &reet, 10th March, 1840.
S1n,-l have had under my consideration, an Act, (No. 1232,) passed by the Legislature of New

Brunswick during their last Session, providing for the Governnent and Regulation of the House of
Correction for the City and County of Saint John.

It is to be regretted that the Plans of this Building, which is stated to be in progress, at a great
public expense, should not have been transnitted to England before the Building commenced, as it is
not improbable, from the attention which is now given to the subject of Prison construction in this
Country, that some improvements in those Plans might have been suggested.

The second clause of this Act confers on the Coninissioners of the House of Correction, the uncon-
trolled power of naking Rules and Regulations for the management of the House, and of the several
persons confined in it. The Act of Parliament, 1 & 2 Vict. c. 67, for the better government of the
Prisons in the West Indies, required that no rule should be enforced in a Prison, until it shôuld have
been approved and certified by the Governor in Council, who likewise possess the power of amending
and adding to such rules; and it is desirable that this power should be vested in the. Governor and
Executive Council of New Brunswick.

I enclose for your information, an extract from the Act to which I refer.
I would also suggest that the Board of Commissioners shoid be autlîorized to ppoint Visitors from

their own Body, with powers sinilar to those possessed by visitiig Justices of Prisons in England,
under the provisions of the Act, 4 Geo. 4, c. 64, extracts from which i likewise enclose.

You will lay this Communication before the Council and Assembly, and recommend the adoption of
these suggestions in an amended Act, and in the meantime Her Majesty's dëcisidn on the present Act
will be suspended.

I am, &c.
(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

Lieutenant oovernor Sir Jons HA vnv, c. C. n. & . &c. &J.

Extract from the 14 2 Vict. C. 67.
"That it shall be lawful for Her Majesty, with the advice of Her Privy Council, or with respect

to the Prisons of each Colony, for the Governor in Council of; such Çolony, to make rules for the govern-
ment of *th, Prisons in Her Maiest 's Colonies in the West Indies, , and for the care and superinten-
dence of the Prisoners, and for the zluties of the Keepersand Officers cf such Prisons, and also to amend
or annul any such rules in force at the time of the Proclamation of this Act, or which shall be made
after such Proclamation; and that all such rules so made or amended, shall be binding· on all tpersous
within such Colony; and no rule which shall be made after the,Proclamation of this Actin any of
the said Colonies for any of the purposesaforesaid, shall beof any force until it shallhave been approvei
by the Governor and Council of the Colony, or by Her Majesty in Council; and no rulè for any of
the purposes aforesaid, which shall be annulled by the authority aforesaid, shall thereafter be of any
force or validity : Provided always, 'Éhat it shal be lawful for Her Majesty in Council, to amend or
annul any such rule, although it nay have been approved by the Governor and Council of the Colony."'
-Section 1.

c And be it further.cnacted, That whenever the Governor of any of the said Colonies shall, with
the advice of his Council, make, amend, or annul any rule or rules for.the government of any Prison,
lie shall by the earliest convenient,opportunity, transmitto one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries
of State, a copy of the rule or rules so made, amended or annulled, and a copyof all such rules aliall
be laid before Parliament within forty days after it shall be so received, if Parliament shall then be
sitting, and a copy of all rules made, amended or annullèd, under the authority of this Act, by lier
Majesty in Council, shall be laid before Parliament within fory days after it shalhave beenso made,
amendec or annulled, if Parliament shall then be sitting: or in either case, if Parliament shall not be
then sitting, such copy-shall be laid before Parliament within forty days after the commencement of
the then next Session of Parliament','.-Section 2

Substance of Me Sections of the 4th Go. 4, . 64, wdhin Ãate to he app'intnient änd dutie
of Visiting Jusei;c

"And be it further enacted, That the sali - (eardof Coinrnisiônersy shâll, a ' they dre
hereby required to noninate two or more of their own body, wlio shall consent theréeo, t be òVirits
of each Gaol añd House of Cormecti6n within their j'iisdintipù, and to eéport ýthe ùáhis ar laes
of abode of such Visitor? to (bis Excelleniy the Goéerîi 'dì one more dhe v mg

(oirimissiorër) åo appôird éially vsít an' ilpéct eàcl Prisôtî at 'lê;àatthree
times.ineaeh quarter of the year, 1fid oftener if occasion:shall requre, and shail exatnine int biie
state of the Buildings, so.as to form a jndgmient as te the repairs, additions or altegations whichmay ,
appear necessary, strict regard being md to the separation, itation" uspetion, istructior, c m.


