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in the path of the widow and orphan. There 
is impartiality, - however, in prejudice 
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COMPANIES
GATION.

Companies,’, small Companies and 
Companies may all shake hands and c 
themselves to be in the same bos.

it in said that “a great many absurd and 
some impracticable conditions” are printed on 
the policy lAit never read, and that to take 
advantage of iRch loop-holA in order to evade 
jutyment of' “claims, which at any rata can­
not be proved unjust,” is a discreditable pro­
ceeding. Eire Insurance is a contract to in­
demnify against loss in a certain event and 
on certain conditions. These conditions ere 
sneered at by our critic. In a case before the 
House of Lords, on appeal, Lord St. Leonards, 

LITI- cert*inly a high authority, said: “ The Court,INSURANCE COMPANIES AND ____ , „
observing how very often Companies of this
nature have been subjected to frauds, will 

To argue for the sake of proving that it is carefully guard them against fraud, and will 
itTTL™ tiT ifiîn ,1m","t,^Tthn^ug'h | discreditable on the j«art of Insurance Com- give effect to any part of the contract which

panics to evade the payment of just claims, has this object. .V-iy, store, it is from the 
by taking advantage of technical objections, 1 very advice, giren in I'ourts of Law that the 
is one* way of wasting words. Ordinary Companiedhurr endeavoured to protect tham-
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For a sufficient teat of merit we lieg to state since the . , .
commencement of this old and reliable company in Canada, I Companies as well as their l.atUPe,

people would take that conclusion fur grant­
ed. Yet the Toronto Qlo)>e seems to consider 
it necessary to approach it cautiously and by 
slow stages lest, we suppose, the Companies 
themselves or the public should be taken by 
surprise. We imagine that the writer of the 
observations to which we now refer, who has 
toiled severely to rear a fabric of logic for the 
support of one of the most ordinary truisms, 
is not beyond the reach of prejudice, and 
perhaps has not succeeded in ridding h e 
mind of that antij>athy to Corporations, 
which obtains among the ignorant, whose 
imaginations conjure up sjiectral organiza­
tions preying on the vitals of the community, 
having neither bowels of com{>assion nor yet 
souls to lie affected by the disregard of ethi­
cal rules. Every one knows that juries are 
merciless to Companies, and many are aware 
that a most improper advantage is taken of 
a well understood prejudice, which has its 
origin in a misconception of the objects of

Take
the case of Insurance Companies. Instead 
of being the victims of an unreasoning antag­
onism they should have a standing presump­
tion in their favour. Sir James Parke puts 
the matter in a clear light when he states: 
“Insurances give greater security to the

we have luvl the pleasure of Insuring members of Partis 
••«eut, «ouïe of ^tbe leading legal talent, an<S» amongst 
numerous other*, several of the lending merchants in tnis 
city

This Cowiwny was the Pioneer Company of thenotv 
forfriturr principle, and still takes the lead for evenr Policy 
it «Mûri ie non torfi liable after one iiayinenL The Com*

Cny is ii«»w erevting a new st«>ne building, five stories in 
ight, at the • *st of Shti.OOO, similar to the Molson's 

Bank of tlife* city, hut of much larger rapacity, having 75 I 
feet fn»nt. an<l ip; feet depth, containing three Banks,-l 
■°iue Ex|*re*s OffircM, and the Poat-UŒve, yielding about I fortunes of private people, AIKl by dividing 
•IWmi income, smmally, all of which H tiic accumulating 1 
prt>l»vrty of ever)* Policy-holder.

The Compnnr has is*ue«l nearly 2,(M>0 Policies since the 
1st January. 1*67, which ts the largest number. In com- 
psriaon to the expenses, of any ( oui|»sDy in Europe or 
Aim*i«a
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10 r.rtmt st JtISMS st. (oser Pick*,, »*• ofu») , fits they confer in t.ie advancement of trade

amongst many that loss which would ruin an 
individual, make it fall light and easy upon 
the whole society.” The Urge amount of 
business done by these Companies affords 
ample evidence of the value placed upon the 

I protection they afford to industry ; the bene-

selres, by those stringent provisions which urn so 
usually find in policies of ifutmmee.* If 
the insured don't think it worth their while 
to read the conditions on which their con­
tract rests, they are themselves to blame. It 
is admitted that insurance Companies have a 
right to protect themselves from fraud and 
imposition, and that it is for the interest of 
the community that all attempted frauds in 
the way of misrepresentation and fire raising 
should he put down ; but all claims that can­
not be proved by legally admissible evidence 
to be unjust, must be paid under penalty of 
the condemnation of our critic. The experi­
ence of every insurance man in the country, 
the experience of almost every business man 
of any kind, will suggest instances in which 
arson has been committed without legal evi­
dence i cing obtainable to bring the crime 
home to the culprit, but yet the circumstances 
left no doubt on the mind that the.rrime was 
committed. The fire-raiser docs not usually 
take witnesses along with him. When the 
Directors of-an Insurance Company are con­
vinced that a claim made upon them is un­
just, in that the loss m respect of which 
arose, was the result of a wilful act on the 
part of the claimant, and yet the evidence 
which established the conviction in their 
minds cannot be given in a court of law, by 
reason of a want of elasticity in the rules of ". 
evidence ; or in case it be good and legally 
admissable, are they, or are they not, justi­
fied in standing strictly on their rights, 
and accepting from the Court the legal inter­
pretation of their contract? Our critic says 
“to fight fraud by fraud and set off quirk


