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Another problem than
confronts the
twern the feeding pen and the market there
is & great gull fixed and to bridge this
mest concerns the pig raisers The

commission hear it

in their respective
places, the
fairs,
rever larmers congregate to
that the bacon
industry has no stability., and that the
producers do not their share
of the returns from the market. In the
face of this we have the continuous
bigh prices that have maintained, not
in the summer alone when values are al-
most always high, but right through the
avtumn and into the winter even at the
hobiday many
holders are expected to be using poultr
But, say the great army who have sold
their sows “* What would have happened
bad we all continued raising hogs at the
mte of 19037 allow the supply to reach
& high puint and the great gulfl i« ready
1o yawn at us as ugly as befure We are
griting along very well without the pigs
Satisfactory help is not easy to get and
our caly foals and fowls are making
very good use of the skim milk.” This
s the feeling that is experienced through-
ol the eountry and enables the wise
persistant hog raiser 1o make a fine pro-
8t from his swine,
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“In I*eland the commission heard some

grumbling about the huvers. The pig
fair system of selling is not quite satis
factory. Buvers upsually arrive st the

town the evening before and it is felt

that competition is not always as keett as
it ought to be. Here, however, buying
on merit is the rule for every bunch
of pigs ealls for & long discussion and the
good pigs got the preference. Then the
old established packing firms announce
their prices for first class hogs and usually
sel it high enough to get most that are
offered

“Still some dissatisfaction with con.
ditions of buying hogs prevails in Ireland
and it is confidently predicted that un
less co-operative curing becomes grneral
in parts of Ireland where pigs are sold
alive, that it will not be long before
auction markets are operated as in Eng-
land and Seotland. This it would seem
should be a good solution for much of the
buying difficulty in Canada. It cught te
deaway with the flat rate system of pay-
ing alike for all kinds, goud or bad
It would do more, it would stimulate
competition which I's limited to a minimum
in many country sections in Canada

Cowperation s, however, the best
solution as indicated in Ireland and Den
mark. The members of the cooperative
bacon factory at Roscren are satisfied with
their lot as pig raisers looking for full
returns fron their hogs. Between them
and the market there is nothing to ob-
struct the vision and there is no
blame but themselves if the prices re
eeived are not those quoted for the high-
est class

“In Denmark the industry has grown
rapidly and substantially and is thriving
as a well watered tree in good sail and all
on the principle of wo-operation. Co
operativn in Denmark had its origin in
dissatisfaction with the packer and on
its own succeess it conlinues to bring
prosperity to the pig raiser and content-
ment to the larmer

“Co-operationin Canada, ran it succred?
Some say ‘no, it has been tried and
failed.” Was it not a poor kind of en-
operation that failed? The
of urganizers was of the best, my
work was done

one o

mtention

farmers put in &
money and well equip; ed factor
put in operation; business connections
that promised well in the Old Country
were made and co-operation in the bacon
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industry was launched, but it did not
last. Where was the weak point? It
was not in the hogs for there were plenty
and of good bacon type: it was nol in
the factories for these have proved
their own success in the hands of pro-
prietory firms; it gcould not have been
the market for this has never ceased lo
grow for the Danes and others who send
on the good bacon in regular quantities
Was the system of co-operation defective?
It would seem so, at least for the dis-
loyal members who soon commenced to
bite at the dangerous bait of rival houses
who reevived encouragement to
cast their bread upon the waters, to be
gathered in larger loaves in the Aot too
distant and very certain future. No,
co-operation did not prove a sucer n
the pig business nor enuld such a bhrand
of it have in any business
in which it might be tried. It would have
as surely failed in Denmark with such poor
staying material. The early organizers

every

succreded

in that country saw the rocks ahead
and added & penalty clause to the rules.
It required u-ty a little patience and honor
to teach the Dane that tion was
the correet method and since then it
has proved not only to the Danish but
to I{:' Canadian farmer as well, that
wisely conducted co-operation is a sound
principle.”

“The failure of co-operative bacon
curing in Canada, has valuable lessons.
The success of the system in Denmark
and in Irleand, has still more valuable
lessons. With the instruction that these
impart there should be no need of failure
in every attempt at co-operative bacon
raising, curing and selling, in districts
of a country so well ac
for the raising of swine.

sociely requires & strong
leacer and a faithful Wﬂl'ﬂlhip Unless
& community is made up of such a class,

co-operalive

" who will bind themselves for a term of
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many of them already.
associations.

spoils them.

We are still anxious to have our readers send us in good photo-
graphs of farm scenes. Something that will interest everybody. Do
not send us any more threshing scenes as we have had a great
Send us pictures of good farm homes,
or stock, or beautiful scenery, or groups of officers of farmers’
These are all interesting. Be sure to choose good,
clear photographs and send them in flat. Do not roll them as it

THE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE, WINNIPEG.




