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MIXED FARMING

A majority of the news and farm pa
pers have heen giviag & lot of informa
tion on the subjeet of mized farming
and the bhig [w'u.! te be made ot of
fattening steers, quoting s+ an example
the price secured by Mr. G. H. Hutton,
superintendent of the Experimental
Farm st Lacombe These stoers wore
sold st Te per Ih, live weight, and this
price s sow shown as An example of
what san be done Put it s genenlly
forgotten that the cattie Aealer who paid
this price for the slaers was figuring
on 8t least one cont por pound sdvertis
ing in the offer he made, and he is get
ting value recsived o that. ton

The farmers are srged to go into the
feeding business, but is it 1o be axpect
od that they will do so when they re
membher the conditions which have ex
isted in the past, and still in existence
when it was impossible to get any kind
of an offer for good beef eattle. Many
wreiters and theorists are urging mized
farming ss the only solution of the 4if
feultion in Alberta, but on what in
Ancements were the settlors first hrought
to Alhertat? A perusal of the advertis
ing Merature sent hroadeast through
out the world has as the slogan,
Wheat. Wheat, Wheat.'' The immi
grants eame with probably just waf
clent eapital to take up their land and
make 8 fow improvements. They pur
ehased their mackinery on time and then
after following directions as contained
in the literature they received, waited
for a evop. The result sveryone knows

two erop failares in many districts
and these men are now told to go in for
mized farming. They would like to do
it. hut it takes money, and that is not
fortheoming, and after getting started
there in the long wait for returns. We
are told there is no combine in the beef
industry and that the buyers go wher
ever they please to purchase the stoek
they require. They probably do. but
take eare not to disturh prices heing
paid in that distriet. While the Experi
mental FParm got Te there are many
farmers who have had to take from Se
to B¢, off ears, and there are many dis
triets where, with even a greater sear
eity of eattle, the beef market is appar
ently so over supplied that those having
eattle for sale have not been able to
get & buver to even come and look at
the eattle, and no bhids are forthecoming

The Experimental Farm returns make
good reading. but where would Mr, Hut
ton have been if he had paid a good
price for the steers last fall and then
sold at the price which the majority
have probably had to take. about 5.0
The balance would have heen on the
other side of the ledger then

Mixed farming is all right, and T for
one am A heliever in same, and the time
will come when Aiversified and intensi
fled farming will be the order of the
day, hut wou)d it not he hetter for
the powers Qh" bhe to take steps to on
sure to those who are alrendy ralsing
beef a steady and profitable market for
their surplus instead of trving to get
others to get more stock and make con
ditions worse than they now are?

We are apparently in the position here
that one train Joad of export eattle is
about sufficient to eause a drop in
prices. and no doubt if every man
followed the advice now ao fully tender
od the result would he that we wonld
agnin see the day of 2%¢ steers. Lot
us have the open market, the independ
ent vards and the opportunity to dis
pose of our produce to the highest hid
der, and there will no longer be the
need to continually exhort the farmers
to mise eattle. They will do =0 as soon
as they possibly ean, for they will be
able to see a steady market in sight
But until that time arrives, the publi
cation of statements showing the profit
which ecan be made out of T¢ steers
will do more harm than good

The semi-monthly meeting of Lousana
Union was held on May 4, when Circular
No. 4 was discussed and much interest
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o sl the rending of the seulion re
nting to the eatlle indastry We de
wiedd 1o co operatle with Tresville
Union in the purchnse of binder twine
and machine oil A big mark was put
s the ealendar for & boost toward the
ampaign fund This is & noble work
and we are ever willing and anxions
assind
.8 MURRAY, Ben'y

Trenville, Alla

A member of the UF A, whoe b
beon feoding »Meers thin winter on »
contract basis, estimntes that as & re
sult of his winter's work he will secure
the sum of $1.050 for feeding Ay
steers. They have been fod on grousd
grain for Afty days and the expected
gain per steer in 125 I, OFf course the
senles may tell & different story whes
the eattie are delivered. ThHat the owner
of the eattle is not loming on the deal
ean be shown by the estimate of the
foeder that if he had purehased at the
prevailing prices last fall, and sold ot
the price for which these steers have
been contracted for. his rhu]u.\ would
have heen made out for 81,575 instead
of $1.050 as per his present sxpectation

The members of HRathwell and Me
Bride Union have been very successful
with their buying fund so far We
have had a ear of posts distributed
among the members and we bought »
quantity of wire that the CP.R. had
left on their hands at this point very
cheoaply We are corresponding with a
B C. cooperative fruit asociation in
regard to fruits, also with several wire
firms and the prices quoted show »
ronsiderable reduction over loeal prices
We are also getting several gquotations
for lumber all at reduced prices. We
have now forty eight members on the
roll and will bave more soon

W. H. SHIELD, Sec'y
Macleod, Alta

The last meeting of Sunprairie Union
was held on May 3, when on account of
the busy time there was not & very large
attendance Various letters and price
lists were read and a carload of posts
was ordered through one of the loenl
lumber dealers. It was decided not
to place a fixed fee on the members for
the eampaign fund, but let each contri
bute of his own accord. FEighty cents
was handed in as & start from Sun
prairie. It was decided to make a thor
ough study of the Initiative, Referen
dum and krrnll, taking up one section
at a time until completed. Tt was also
decided to advise those interested that
the union is now ready to receive prices
on and place their orders for a good
standard grade of twine

H. A. DENNISON, See'y
Nanton, Alta

The members of Vulean union held
their regular monthly meeting on May
6, and it is with pleasure that I report
our meetings continue to be successful
the attendance and enthusinsm of our
members being very gratifying. Mr. C
Rice-Jones presided at the meeting and
five new members were enrolled. The
committee appointed to aid one in our
community reported that #51 was col
lected for the good cause. Mr. Ryecroft
brought to the notice of our union a
case of distress in our neighborhood
where a widow, left destitute by the
untimely death of her husband, was in
need of immediate financial aid. A com
mitee, conmisting of Messrs. North,
Bedlemon and Judy, was appointed to
give the matter consideration and to ad
vance such money as they might con
sider immediately necessary. The ques
tion of purchasing binder twine in quan
tities for the benefit of the members
was discussed and a committee appoint
ed to obtain all necessary information
relative to this matter. The secretary
read a letter received from the Central
and the members were well pleased to
note from the contents that the repre
entatives of the organized farmers were

suceossfol i their Spht on the Grais
il during its passage at (Miagws The
secrelary was instrocted to draw ap a
resclation granting the represeniatives
of organined farmers a hearty vote of
thanks for their good work The res

ton s sa  follows Wherens an
ehange in the section of the Grain B

relative 1o the oar distribution in the
West would be detrimental to the beut
interests of the Westers farmers, and
wherens the representatives of the or
ganized farmers succomsfully fought as
such injurious change, wo, the members
of Veterna UFV.A, wish 1o place our
selves on record as heartily endorsing
the stand which was taken by the repre
sentatives of organized
wa, and herehy pats & resolution grast
ag them a hearty vole of thanks for
their good work in obtaining faverable
legiisiation in the matter of car distri

farmer st ‘Mia

bution in the Waest The secretary
was also instructed to look inte the
lumber question in our distriet and

report to the Central any information
he could obtain on the matter. Veteran
union now has & membership of 79, and
the average attendance is over 3, so
we are disphaving considerable inter
oot in the work

F. A. BRENNAN, Sec'y
Wheat Belt, Alta

GRAIN WEIGHING DIFFICULTIES

I am & member of the UF.A. and my
market town has installed & set of scales
The platform is uncovered but the beam
is in & sall office and & certificnte of
scouracy s displayed therein. s this
a legal seale and would s weights (of
hay, grain, coal ele be accepled in »
court of law? This has an important
bearing on my sulject

I drew & load of gra'n to the elevator
A few days ago and first of all weighed
it on the town scales. The weight given
was 3640 Ibs. The clevator man weighed
it as 3,560 Ihe I suggested him having
another look and he said “Oh, yes, 3,580,
I mistook the figures™. Now, | said
try again, and thus persuaded he got
it 1o 3,590 lbs, still leaving a deficiency
o 50 Ibs (You can imagine he was
beginning to get less pleasant Then
I told him | had already weighed the
load and that his scale did not tally and
asked the reason

He answered that his scale was right
and anyhow that was the only one he
would buy on and | could take my !oad
home again f | was in the mind. In
any case he went on to say, the town
scale is not a legal one because it is un
covered and weights from it would not
be accepled in & court of law. | argued
the point with him and he finally got
pretty mad and although he eventualls
took that load at 33 cents. refused 1o
take any more. (The wheat was slightly
tough.) '

Now, is an elevator bound to buy
any marketable wheat offered’ By mar-
ketable | mean any wheat that would
be reasonably safe to keep. 1 have been
told that if a fellow weighs his grain
on a certified scale in the presence of a
witness and then takes it to the elevator
and the weights given by the elevator
scale do not tally he can have the elevator
man arrested straight away. Is that
correct? Will you tell me all you can
about these things. yours truly,

F. A MEMBER."

An elevator operator who would make
the statements credited to him in the
above letter could not be considered
very intellgient. Outside platform scales
are erected all over the country and
while it is true that the action of the
weather will make some difference still
when the double beam is operated the
scales can be made to weigh within a
fraction of a pound and the weights from
these scales, when accompanied by the
affidavit of the weighmaster, are generally
accepted as final evidence, in fact in many
instances, especially when shipping hay
to interior points in British Columbia,
such weights are the only kind offered

Once scales have been inspected and
tested by.a government inspector and his
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cortifhconte poes ot can generally be taken
for granted that the senles are correct
and o the weights would sot be scvepled
o s court of aw why » it that even the
wgeest Kickers are prepared 1o sorept
the town woighl certifients when present
ed by the man delivering the lond of ennl’
Many clevalor operators are osreless
and mastakes can casly arise f the wegh
master does ot balamee his senles bofore
weighing the load, but the same mistake
an arse wilth & coversd senle s well
as  with ne oxposed 1o the
Is there st an Instance of

weather
atciceanses
in this case whoen the operator complained
f was able 1o incrense his weights by
™ That the
sonles exposed to the

woights from town
wealiher Wil e
aceepled can be shown by quoting the
fact that one clevalor company after
purchasing an slevator st & ceriain penant
which had secured an unsavory reputation
i the past, did & pood business by closing
the clevator scales entirely and accepling
the town weights antil confidence in the
elevator had been re-established

It s no doubt the desire of an slevator
operator to deliver as much grain as he
pves certificates for and that may pos
sibly have something to do with carcless
ness in woighing, bud if the disorep
ancy between town and clevator scales
did exist, as in this instance. | for one
would not like to be the party taking
the responsibility of arresting the operator
There may be many reasons for this
difference and it is not always advisable
to chase after a policeman ¥ mattiers
do not go just as we want them

Before an clevator can do business a
heense must be secured from the Grain
Commismoners, and the clevator. and
operator, s then under regulations pre
pared by the Commission Any elevator
operating n  violition or |n.-l;nr-;zr:|
of the Grain Act will lose its Bieense if
the facts are produced 1o the Board

The duties of a person operating »
country elevator include
grades of gramn
established and described by the act

b) Upon receipt of any person deliver
ing grain for storage or shipment, receive
such grain without discrimination as to
persons, during reasonable and proper
hours

¢) Insure the grain o received agsinst
loss by fire while so stored

2 To receive the

business

d) Keep a true and correct account
in writing in proper books, of all grain
received., stored and shipped at such
country elevator, stating (except in stated
cases the weight, grade and dockage
for dirt or other cause, of each lot of grain
received in store, for sale. storage or
shipment

e) At the time of delivery of any grain
at such country clevator, issue to the
person delivering the grain either a cash
purchased ticket, warchouse storage re-
cept or storage receipt for -|u‘c'u|
binned grain. dated the day the grain
was received, for each individual load,
lot or parcel of grain delivered at such
country elevator

Persons interested in the weighing
of grain at any country elevator shall have
free access Lo the scales while such grain
is being weighed Provision is also made
for complaints made in writing, under
oath, by any person aggrieved to be
investigated on the following charges

a) Failing to give just and fair weights
or grades

b) Guilty of making unreasonable
dockage for dirt or other cause

¢) Failing in any manner to operate
the elevator fairly, justly and properly

d) Guilty of any discrimination for-
lydden by the act

I think it may be taken f4r granted
that if an elevator operator has space
in his elevator he can be compelled to
take any grain which may be offered
to him while is elevator his open for
business, but of course he can fix the
spreads at which he will purchase the
grain, thereby making the price so low
that it would not pay the farmer to sell
Is not this one more telling instance
of the need of a good elevator system in
Alberta owned and controlled by the
farmers themselves?®

EJF




