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The Second Sunday After the Epiphany,
January 20th, 1918. ;

The Epiphany is the manifestation of the
Glory of Christ. To-day’s Gospel ends with
the words: ‘‘This beginning of miracles did
Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth
His glory, and His dlSClples believed on Him.’
What is this Glory which is manifested at the
Wedding Feast, of Cana? St. John, who tells
about the sign, tells in another place about the
Glory. ‘‘And we beheld His Glory; the Glory
as of the Only Begotten of the Father.”” It
was the Glory of the Ineffable Godhead that
was here manifested. By this sign the Glory
of the Most High God flashed forth. I say,.by
this sign, because this act was distinctively a
sign, a mark of the doer’s power and grace
and Divine characier. But the Glory of Christ
did not begin with that sign; the sign only
manifested it. For thirty years He had been
possessed of that power. It was not any the
less Divime when unsuspected and unseen in
Nazareth, than when in Cana it broke forth
into visible manifestation.
Divine in the simple daily acts as when shown
in ithose more startling and wonderful. ‘It
was just as much the life of God on earth when
He did an act of ordinary human love or human
duty, as when.He did an extraordinary act,
such as turning water into wine. God was as
much in the daily life and love of Christ as He
was in Christ’s miracles..

ordinary only proved the ordinary was Divine.
It was done to manifest forth His Glory."’
Again, this miracle of Cana manifests His
Glory in another way. Few things so wonder-
fully demonstrate the real breadth of a man’s
love for his fellows as this ability to share their
joys and amusements. It requires even greater

powers of sympathy to enter into the joys of

people differently educated and brought up from
ourselves than to share their sorrows and trials.

Christ, the Son'of God, is shown as sharing in:

the wedding festivities at Cana. He enters
completely _ into touch with ‘common life at
every turn.
as its sorrows; His sympathy embraces both.

It has been said that the saddest thmg in life
is an unblessed sorrow; surely there is one
thing almost sadder—an unblessed joy.  Do-
not forget that Jesus Christ is. concerned with
the things which make you happy and glad,
that the Unspeakable Glory of the Only Begot-

ten of the Father is ready to embrace, ‘trans-

figure and make bgaut:ful your joys; that in
them it will be manifested, if you ask in ?a)th
May we remembeér in all our ways that He,
Who wrought the sign and thereby manifested
the Glory that is always His, is still'at hand to.
bless humble faith and sxmple obedience with
like manifestation of His Glory. Has the ﬁim

of your life run out, and only weak water re-

It was just as’

The miracles only .
made manifest the hidden Glory. ' The extra-

He has to do with its joys as well

Editorfal
" PARISH FINANCES.

We have referred to this matter several times
already, but in view of the approaching Vestry
Meetings it is an opportune time to refer tp it
again. The haphazard financial methods em-

3 ployed in such a large percentage of panshea

is sufficient excuse for doing so, if an excuse is
needed. Moreover, during the past year, in a
parish that we shall not name, we have seen an
up-to-date set of books tried out, and we do not
hesitate to say that, in this parish at any ‘rate,

" the old system is gone for good.

We have said ‘‘set of books,” but it would
be more. correct to Say one book divided into
-three sections. “It is a loose-leaf book, each
“leaf being fourteen by sixteen inches in size,
which allows for all the columns that are neces-
sary. The first section, of yellow paper, is for
parochial purposes; thesecond section, of white
paper, for extra-parochial purposes; and “the
third section, of -pale-blue paper, is ruled for
ledger purposes and has no printing. The
sheets of the first two sections are ruled in
columns for the various items of receipts and
disbursements, covering all the ordinary sources

of income, and’the various objects * receiving -

assistance. Receipts and disbursements are, of
course, put on separate pages. The cash-ledger
system is employed so that a separate ledger
account is necessary only in a few instances..
All money is deposited in the bank and all pay-
ments are made by cheque. Two separate ac-
—.counts are kept, one for parochial funds and
the other for extra-parochial funds. T!hls is
most important, otherwise it is almost impos-

sible to prevent confusion. So much for the

book.. It may appear to some that it is too
complicated for general adoption, but we feel
certain that in ninety per cent. of our

some man can be found 'who; after half an
hour’s instruction, oould handle wlthout
difficulty. :

diocesan treasurer by three or four organi-
zations independently of one another. This
should not be. In. every parish there 'is
needed an advisory board, meetmg at least
once each quarter and rhavmg on it, in addition
to some half-a-dozen members appointed - by
the Vestry, one or two representatives from the

Sunday School and from e€ach permanerit or-
ganization in the parish. In this way, not oﬂy
the finances but also the missionary, educa-
tional, and socnal activities of the parlsh can be
co-ordmated :

With the adoption of the envelope system
weekly giving, an annual every-member canvass;
a business-like method of keeping accout
united effort on the part of all orgamZa .
and a. splrlt of earnestness and consecra
there is no reason why any: parish should
do nmmensely more than it has dong int

® 8 EIIWR -

The fuel situation in Canada is fast‘
serious. There are two classes of p
- whom one has little sympathy', :
lays by more than he needs. are
what - becomes of others, and the 1
when he is_able to lay by enoug 3
does not lift- a finger to do
thousands of others;. though
financially, to secure more
“few weeks or a month in advai n
question that many a cellar co
.than is needed for this
be no hesitauon “incompelli
such to share up wcth
sity.” Suffering, si

~ some cases wiﬂ reshit from

This leads up ‘to another poant. In the par- ;

- ticular parish referred to above, a treasurer has
been appointed, who does all the book-kmg; Y
" and banking, the Wardaens, of- eoursercmm
the collections and signing cheques before issu-
‘In top many parishes this work is

ing them.

undertalnenbythepeaple’swm-wnh‘

result that he finds it difficult, io matter how
nily be, to keep the mm ?

- good his intentions
“up to date, and the different. items seps
- The wardens, momver, Mue some chu

mains?  Are the present oppormmtaes, com- 'A b cvio

pared to the past, as water is to-wine?  Is the
happiness of life, its brightness, its hope,

threatened by some catastmphe? Areyouwuk- i

where Yyou once were strong?- These are op-

portunities for you to let Him, Who worked. a .

Slgn in Cana of
in you.
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half his ‘foe, -——--Mﬂtén.
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