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Old
Letters.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

ON AGRICULTURE.— There is 
third letter from Mr. Win. Evans, 
that deals still more closely with 
the subject of agricultural \ educa
tion, and which I think it well to 
reproduce this week. These three 
letters form a kind of introduction 
to, or rather an explanation of the 
reason why he has written his fine 
essay. That work consists in a sys
tem, or plan of agricultural educa
tion which this gentleman devised 
and the merits of which are incon
testable. But, for my part, I have 
only to do with old letters, so I now 
give the third one.

"Montreal, Nov. 18, 1837.
"The Creator, and Giver of All 

Good has endowed man with facult
ies suitable to his condition, and 
though these faculties may not be 
given in equal measure to all, or, in 
some cases, from accidental circum
stances, may not be so full or per
fect in one as in another, yet, with 
few exception, the faculties are cap
able of being improved by a proper 
education, to suit our circumstances, 
and enable every man who exercises 
them properly, to fill his station in 
society, with credit to himself, and, 
if not in all cases, with advantage 
to the community, at least, without 
Injury to them.

"It has often been observed to me 
that education was by no means ne
cessary to a farmer who followed 
the plough, and had to join con
stantly in aV other labors of agri
culture; that it did not require much 
reading to instruct men to plough, 
to dig, to saw, the plant, to har
vest. It is true an uneducated man 
may perform all these works as a 
machine might do, but he is not 
capiable, in all cases, and under every 
circumstance, of understanding the 
most proper and judicious mode of 
executing these works, and of doing 
all that ought to be done, so that 

-the most favorable results shall be 
obtained at the least possible ex
pense of labor or risk of safety to 
the crops. A farmer who employs 
laborers and is himself practically 
educated and qualified to direct the 
labor of others in every department 
of agriculture, may have his work 
done in the most perfect manner, 
notwithstanding that there should 
not be one of those whom he em
ploys who knows the alphabet. He 
might -direct and move them as he 
would a machine, though they should 
be perfectly ignorant of everything 
connected with the art of agricul-

"After a good deal of observation, 
and some experience, in the Old 
Country and in Canada. I am fully 
persuaded that it is necessary to un
derstand perfectly the theory and 
practice of agriculture, in order to 
practice the art properly, and at the 
same time, with the advantage it is 
callable of. A man of capital, 
though he should be ignorant of the 
practical art of farming, may, by 
employing qualified farm servants, 
have all the work executed in the 
most scientific style; but I have rea
son to believe that this kind of 
farming is not the most profitable in 
this or in any other country.

"Good management in husbandry is 
that which will produce annually, 
from a given quantity of land, the 
greatest or most valuable product, 
at the least expense, and at the same 
time not exhaust the soil. This what 
I understand by a profitable and 
successful farming, both for the in
dividual and for the community. A 
farmer. under such circumstances, 
will have it in his power to enjoy a 
great many of the comforts and con
veniences of life: more so than the 
one who can only raise a scanty pro
duce; and being able to procure and 
consume more of the conveniences of 
life, he contributes towards the pro
fits of other classes of the commun
ity not agricultural.

"By reading the many excellent 
works on agriculture that are pub
lished in Britain.'France, the Net
herlands, and other countries, farm
ers will be able, with their practical 
experience, to attain a useful know
ledge of their profession. And by 
reading other good books they will 
make themselves acquainted wxth 
men and things, of other countries, 
their maimers and habits, and thus 
they will obtain by degrees a per
fect knowledge of what they ought 
to do. in every circumstance, and
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how to do it. I would almost say 
that it were sinful for persons so cic- 
cumstanced to remain contented, if 
they were sensible Of the fact that 
their condition was perfectly cap

able of being greatly improved — for 
their own advantage, as well as for 
that of the community. An abundant 
production obtained from the earth 
by judicious agriculture, will, in 
every country, (except perhaps m 
Ireland) be followed by an increased 
consumption of the necessaries and 
conveniences and elegancies of life; 
and I would say that this is the 
mainspring of all the exertions of 
thinking and rational people.

Excluding from this question 
every consideration of profit, of 
pounds, shillings and pence, which 
might result from the improvement 
of agriculture through the education 
of those engaged in it as a profes
sion, I would take leave to say, that 
there is not so favorable an oppor
tunity for men in any other profes
sion or employment’to enjoy the real 
pleasures that education, science and 
the study of nature in the works of 
Providence afford, as that which is 
almost constantly in the power of 
the agriculturist, why should he not 
then be able to avail himself of these 
opportunities, by qualifying himself 

enjoy them? Is it because his 
employment is occasionally laborious 
that he should not be educated like 
other men, or that education would 
not produce so much benefit, delight 
and pleasure to him as to those who 
reside in cities and in towns? Is the 
mind of the farmer less capable of 
cultivatiion and improvement by edu
cation than the minds of other men? 
Man must be what he knoweth, and 
his value to himself, to his friends, 
and to society will be proportionate 
to the quantity of good fruits pro
duced from the right exercise of his 
knowledge. Is not knowledge, then, 

orth seeking for, and greatly to be 
desired? Most earnestly do I wish 
that it were in my power to persuade 
all whom I shall address that it is 

and to think seriously on these 
matters in which they are most deep- 

interested. If the uneducated 
ere only made sensible of the dis

advantages they labor under from 
this want, in many respects, as well 
as that occasioned by a defective 
system of agricultural management, 
they would be sure to endeavor to 
provide a remedy for this evil, that 
the rising generation should not suf
fer for want of useful instruction, as 
all those must do that are now with
out education, and too far advanced 
in years to obtain it.

WILLIAM EVANS."

THE CHURCH IN 
JAPAN AND CHINA

It is always interesting to learn 
about our Catholic missions in far 
off lands. The heroic work of Die 
French priests of the Missions Etran
gères among the lepers of Japan is 
described in a pamphlet printed 
Tokio, and entitled “A Visit to the 
Gotemba Leper Asylum." The 
stitution is situated in a beautiful 
country some thirty leagues from 
Tokio. Here, in a group of build
ings of very rude construction, 75 
unfortunates find shelter. They are 
provided with such occupations as 
their conditions permit, and even the 
blind are employed in making straw 
sandals. Those in less advanced 
stages of the disease act as nurses 
to the more helpless, so that all the 
attendance on the sick is supplied 
within. It seems strange to talk of 
amusements in such a place, yet the 
lepers enter into them as well as 
they can in their affliction. Not only 
are chess and similar games played 
with interest, but lotteries are or
ganized, and even theatricals ar
ranged and acted by the little set
tlement. and few of its inmates fail 
to become Christians. The most effi
cacious form of treatment is found 
to consist in injections of Chaulmoo- 
gra oil, which gives great relief, 
checking the progress and alleviating 
the symptoms of the disease, if it 
docs not cure it permanently.

Turning now to China, a letter has 
been received from the famous Bish
op Von Anzer, Vicar Apostolic of 
South Shantong. It is thus re
viewed by a publisner who has an 
intimate knowledge of the Bishop 
and hie work:—

"This letter i» of more than pri

vate interest, coming as it does 
from distant China so soon after the 
Boxer troubles. It gives the good 
news that the Bishop and his mis
sionaries enjoy ‘profound peace 
Moreover, the Bishop is on confi
dential terms with the Viceroy of 
the province and the mandarins gen
erally, with results most beneficent 
to the spread of the Catholic faith. 
It may be remarked that Mgr. Von 
Anzer was some time ago the reci
pient of one of the highest Chinese 
orders, and was thus placed on t 
footing of equality with viceroys 
.Though only about 50 years of age, 
he has been a Bishop for nearly 20 
years. He was on one occasion left 
for dead by heathen persecutors, but 
afterwards recovered as if by a mir
acle. He was in Europe when two 
of his missionaries were murdered, 
which event led to the occupation of 
Kyanchan by the Germans. The 
Bishop is a Bavarian by birth, and 
a ‘persona grata’ at the Emperor's 
Court.

"The second item of news is still 
more interesting. There is a school 
question even in China, and as here, 
a question of religious instruction 
and religious practices in schools. 
The Bishop states that China is just 
now establishing schools in all 
towns after the European models. 
This will be news indeed to most 
people here. But in order to con
tinue the old Chinese paganism and 
to exclude the influence of Christian 
missionaries, a regulation provides 
for the worship of Confucius in all 
public State schools. The teachers 
have to take all their pupils on the 
1st and 15th of each month to the 
pagoda, where, both teachers and 
scholars have to prostrate themselves 
before the so-called ‘tablet of the 
forefathers,’ imploring Confucius for 
wisdom—an act which the Bishop 
characterizes as idolatrous.

"Catholic teachers and pupils may 
not frequent these public schools. 
Consequently Mgr. Von Anzer en
tered into negotiatipns with the Vice
roy of South Shantong, residing at 
Tsinanfu, the provincial capital, with 
the result that His Lordship has 
now actually established‘two Ger- 
man-Chinese schools, subsidized by 
the State, but dispensed from the 
worship of Confucius. On the other 
hand, no religious instruction may 
be given in these schools, but fortun
ately no objection is raised to such 
instruction being g;ven in some 
neighboring building.

"These Catholic schools seem to 
be a kind of secondary schools, as 
the Bishop means to turn out Impe
rial interpreters, teachers and offi
cials of State. All will readily nc- 
ognize the importance of the step 
taken by the energetic Bishop, \\ho 
is one of the foremost missionaries 
of China."

ADVOCATES

PRANK J. CURRAN. LOUIS B. CURRAN.

Curran & Curran
Barristers and Solicitors,

Cema'r.fer Quebec * Newfoundland.

SAVINGS’ BANK CHAMBERS, 
i8o St. James Street,

leieldlil», neutre—1

R. F. QUIGLEY,
PhD., L.L.D., K.O ,

AOVOCATE, •AfMISTCR ni IIUCÎTD», 
Meaiber of She Bare of Hew Brunswick 

•■dqeebee,

Brosseau Lajoie and Lacoste,
Adveoolee and Barrlelers-at-l aw.

7 PUCE D’ARMES. Montreal.

Business Cards,

THE

Smith Bros.'Granite Co,
Monuments direct from our own 

quarries to the cemetery No middle
men's profits.

If you are in need of a memorial 
of any kind call and see us at

aeo BLEURV STREET,
(Just below Sherbrooke )

P.S.—Make your own terms as to 
payment.

«I. SHARKEY.
Reil Estate and Fire Insurance Agent

ISdOaud I7SS NOTEE DA ME ST.» 
.Montreal.

Valuations made of Beal Estate. Per
sonal supervision given to all business. 

Telephone Main 771

Society Directory,,

BT.T. PATRICK'S SOCIETY „ 
llihed March 6th, 1856 
ated 1868, reTiaed 1864 ' utorp<*-St. Patrick', Fan 65fL “«U la 
der street. Orat k™7' AI«Ua month. Committee ^eeu'u.”'1* 
needay. Offlcer. : 7,, n, W*
R.t. M. Callaghan, p7P“> 
Hon. Mr. Juvti» C. J 
let Vlca, P. B. Devlin M nT?’ 
VI». P. J. Curran, B C.L. ^ 
urer. Frank J. Green. CoL^
In Secretary. John Cihi^T*' 
ordlng Secretary, T. e Teni^**'

ACCOUNTANT, Etc

CHAR TERED ACCC UN TANT,
180 NT. JAM KM NTREET, 

..Montreal..

Fifteen years experience In connee- 
tion with the liquidation of Private 
and Insolvent Estate». Auditing 
Book» and preparing Annual Report 
for private firme, and public corpor
ation» a specialty.

TELEPHONE 1183.

CONROY BROS.
228 Centre Street.

Practical PlaMberi,GaiaadSteaaiFltten

ELECTRIC and b*ECU AKITA 1 

BELLS,ete.
Tel. Main 3552. Night and Day Servies ■

ROOFERS, Etc,

The Plain Truth Tells
In roofing as in everything else, if 

your roof needs only a repair ws 
will candidly tell you so, if a new 
roof is required we give a guaran
tee for 10, 7 or 5 years, according 
to price. Our experts are at your 
disposal, without extra cost. Can 
we do anything for you?

GEORGE W, REEO & CO,
Roofers, AspliaKers, &c„

785 CRAIG STREET.

Tblkpphoni 3833

THOMAS O’CONNELL
Dealerin General Household Hardware. Peinte 

Vile .and a fine line of Wall Papers,

Cor. Murray and Ottawa
STREETS.

PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

CAS, STEAM and HOT WATER FIÏÏEI
RUTLAND LINING, PITS ANT BTOI B 

CHEAP,

Orders promptly attended to. Moderate
chargee A trial solicited.

SUPERIOR COURT.
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC,

District of Montreal.
No. 645.

Herbert Stuckey, of the village of 
West Montrose, of the township of 
Woolrich, in the County of Water
loo. in the Province of Ontario, gen
eral merchant,

Plaintiff,

Established 1864.

C. O’BRIEN,
House. Sign ana Decorative Paintet

PLAIN AND DECORATIVE

PAPER-HANGER.
WhilewMhln««nd Tinting Ordenpromptl) 

attended to. Terms moderate.
itesidenee 645. Office 647, Dorchester street 

east of Bleary street Montreal
Bell Telephone. Main. 1405.

ST. PATRICKS T. A AH „ ÇIBTY.-Me.» on the^ *
. î. °L<”«ry “»■><* in st ^

rick'i Hall, 83 St. Alexander Vi 
Immediately after Veapers n®1'' 
mittee ol Management meeUh 
earn, hall the fleet TueedayTU* 
month at 8 p.m. Rev. M J 2* 
Kenna, Rev. President- w v 
Doyle, let Vl»-Pr»ld,„t 'j 
P. Gunning. Secretary, 7] 6 St Î * 
toine street. St Henri. t,A®'

8T. ANN'S T. A. * B. SOCIETY 
established 1863.-Rev. Direr,'' 
Rev Father McPhail. Preside,^ 
AaUery, M.P.; Sec., j. P- Q '
625 St. Dominique street- M j' 
Ryan, treasurer. 18 St. 
street Meets on the second Sun
day ot every month, in St An.'. 
Hall, comer Young and ott™‘ , 
streets, at 8.30 p.m.

8T. ANN'S YOUNG MEN’S snnti. TY organized I885.-M„t T',? 
hall. 157 Ottawa atr "t » £ 
flrat Sunday of each month 7 
®'8.0. P ™, Spiritual Adviser. 
Father Flynn. C.SS.R.; Pre.iC 
R. J. Byrne; Treasurer, Thoms, 
O Connel; Rec.-Sec„ Robt. J. Hint

LAWRENCE RILEY.

FLASTHRBR
Successor to John Riley Established in 1866 

Plain and Ornamental Plastering. Repairs of 
all kinds promptlyattendcd to Estimates fur
nished Postal orders atbnoed to- 15 Parle
Street, Point St C .nr

CHURCH BELLS.

A MONTANA PRIEST DEAD.

Father Honore B. Allaeys, priest 
in charge of Saint Joseph's Catholic 
Church in South Butte, died at St. 
James’ hospital Friday night of\ast 
week after a short illness of four 
days. He was taken ill with appen
dicitis on Monday afternoon, and 
was removed to the hospital, where 
he underwent an operation on Tues
day. A rupture of ten years- stand
ing and a recent attack of typhoid 
fever complicated the attack of ap
pendicitis so that his attending phy
sician had little hope of his recovery 
from the effects of the diserfse, which 
necessitated an operation as a last

Father Allaeys. was resigned to 
his fate and the end approached 
peacefully. He was an earnest work
er in his Church, and was admired 
by aU of the members of hjs parish. 
He said Mass on . a previous 
Sunday and Monday in his Church. 
For the past ten years he has been 
troubled with a rupture, and when 
he received his orders to come to 
Butte last winter he expressed his 
gratification, saying that he was 
glad to be located where there was 
a good hospital, for he felt that he 
would soon need one.

Although the Catholic Church has 
been established in Butte for a great 
many years. Father Allaeys is the 
fiest priest to die there.—Intermoun
tain Catholic.

Geo. G. Gunn & Co., of the city of 
Ottawa, in the Province of Ontario, 
produce merchant,

Defendant,

Wm. Mel drum & Co.,
Tiers-Saisie.

The defendant is ordered to appear 
within one month.

Montreal, August 22, 1903.
J. A. GIRARD.

Dep. Prothonotary. 
BICKERDIKE TRIHEY,

Attorney for plaintiff.

T 30,000 McSHANE BELLS
Kinging 'Round the World

Memorial Belle a SpecialtyBELL FOCTOUT, BW*.,V.t.A.

IEÏEBLYBELL COUPANT
TROY, N. Y., anti

177 BBOADWAT.gKW TOBH City.

Mnufictore Superior CHURCH BEU1

PRODIE’S CELEBRATED 
U SELF-RAISING FLOUR

A.O.H. LADIES' AUXLtARY, Dk 
viiion No. 6. Organized Oct. 10th. 
1801. Meeting, are held In 8t! 
Patrick'. Hall, 83 St. Alexandw, 1 
on the fleet Sunday of each month 
at 2.80 p.m., on the third Hum- 
day at 8 p.m, Preeldent, Mia, An
nie Donovan; vice-president, Mr,, j 
Sarah Allen; recording-secretaiy 
Mias Rose Ward, 51 Young street; j 
financial-secretary, Miss Emma ; 
Doj-Ie, 776 Palace street; treasun- j 
er. Mrs. Charlotte Bermingham; I 
chaplain, Rev. Father McGrath.

A.O.H. DIVISION NO. 6 meets <_ 
the second and fourth Thursdays of E 
each month, at 816 St. Lawrence | 
Main etreet. Ofllcers: W. H. Tum«-,£ 
President; P. McCall, Vice-President;! 
J. Emmet Quinn, Recording-Secre-X 
tary. 931 St. Deals street; Jamal g 
Scullion, Treasurer; Joseph Turner, * 
Financial Secretary, 1000 St. Deoil \ 
street.

Is the Original and the Best.
k PREMIUM girw "or tb* empty bee 
irved to onr Office. '

IO 6LEURY St.. Montres»

C.M.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH j 
26.—(Organized, 18th Nov«mb»,,| 
1873.—Branch 36 meets at Sli 
Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. AlexanderJ 
St., on every Monday of eaeà 
month. The regular meetings foi 
the transaction of business are 
held on me 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spirit 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan
cellor, F.J. Sears; President, P.J«j 
Darcey; Roc.-Sec., P. J. McDom 
Fin.-Secretary, Jas. J. Costi| 
Treasurer, J. H. Feeley, Jr.; 
cal Adviser», Drs. H. J. Hi 
E. J. O’Connof and G. H. Mi

^SUBSCRIBE NOW»-
WIUIIHHIIIIIHIIHI

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER

Tto- IrneVvltwe»» P. * p. Co.'y. Limited

**' O» BOX 11*8, SOATRI U, p.n,

l hereby authorize you to aend me THE TRUE WITNESS tor whto» 
I agree to pay to your order st the rate of One Dollar per year.

-, signed..........

Addreee................................... /

Subscription Ms, Strictly In Adnnce-^
Canada, Newfoundland'and United Statee, «I.CO per 

City and Foreign, St.00 per year.


