- miles of railway in Canada;

Life, Literature
and Edxucation.

At Confederation there were 2,087

to-day

there are 22,452 miles. . . Incidental-

ly, there is no better index to the

growth and prosperity of a country

than the extension of its railways.
P

According to recent statistics,
1,880 square miles of woodland are
stripped yearly to feed the paper
mills of the United States alone, one
million cords of the pulpwood used
being imported annually from Canada.
All this, in addition to the immense
quantities of timmber used annually in
a great variety of forms, from rail-
road ties to veneering. While ad-
vancing prices tend to restrict de-
mand, wood is required for so many
purposes that consumption increases
apace, in the face of what would
once have been thought enormous
values. If this devastation goes on
uninterruptedly, and the work of re-
foresting proceeds no more rapidly
and systematically than at present,
one of the certainties which we have
to face in the comparatively early
future is a treeless world. Too much
of this work is being left for the
Government to do. Our farmers
should .take the matter in hand, and
prove by actual practice the enor-
mous results which my flow from the
aggregate of individual efiort. Every
farm should have a wood-lot, prefer-
ably upon its rougher or poorer
acres. From a mere dollars-and-
cents standpoint, the returns from
such judicious forest culture would
be profitable,

«» L * -

While the attention of Kurope has
been centered upon the Balkan situa-
tion, a complication of aflairs of a
peculiarly portentous nature has been
coming to a head in India, where, at
present, a second mutiny is feared.
The great danger in all such disaf-
fection in the Kast is that surround-
ing Oriental nations may be stirred
into a sympathetic movement. Rail-
ways are becoming common through-
out the Orient, and with them the
old-time difficulty in the transmission
of news, and of intercourse between
country and country—the most ef-
fectual preventive of sympathetic
movements—has largely died away.
Great Britain will, no doubt, adopt
immediate and drastic measures, both
conciliatory and by display of force,
to check the insurrection in its
initial stages; and yet, though the
present crisis may be tided over, it
seems inevitable that Asia, so long
dead, is to be the theatre of the
most interesting events the imme-
diate future holds in store. Whether
this means the rapid ascendancy in
power of the yellow ** races, or a
general yielding of the continent to
<« white *’ influence, ‘‘ white **  com-
merce, time alone will tell. Much
must depend upon how the present
possibility of dissension and division
within the great FEmpire of China
works out.

» - * -

Tt is understood that Mr. William

N\ie 1en-fe King will be made Min-

ister of the new Departmeat of
Labor which is to be created during
the coming session. In the mean-
time, Mr. King will go to China as
one of the Imperial Commissioners at
the International Anti-opium Confer-
ence. . . It is rather interesting
that the grandson of William Lyon
Mackenzie, the most persisteat revo-
lutionist Canada has kmown, the
leading spirit of the Rebellion of
1837, should be so noted for his
tact in removing friction and pour-
ing oil on troubied waters that he
is employed as Canada’s chief ageat
in so many cases requiring delicate
handling. ‘“ Autre temps, autres
meeurs.”” And yet, mayhap, the

the rebellion of 1837 was but the
drastic measure which preveated a
still greater upheaval—with the im-
evitable catastrophe which atteads
all political upheavals, however sale-
tary—a little later. is i ]
to say that William Lyom Mackenrie
was not a peacemaker, also.
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Not long since, the writer had the
privilmo!he‘-rilgnleetnmhyll‘

fiow from the going about throegh
the country of such a man as this.
A man big of stature and big of
mind, too great to be small any-
where, far above Darrowness Or com-
ceit, or self-consciousness, he -
presses most of all by his loftiness
of ideals and practical common-
sense. « ] have no sympathy with
those who boast of extemt of terri-
tory,”” he says. ° What coumts is
the quality of the people, what they
are, what they live for.” and he
points to Palestine and to Greece,
which have lived; while rich, disso-
lute and luxurious Babyvlomia, exer-
cising no influence upon succeeding
races, has long been forgotten.

Dr. Falconer makes no attempt to
display before his audiences the
depth of his profound learning. but
he does try to inculcate principles o
manliness, to upliit character, and
he succeeds perhaps more by what he
is than by what he says. Character
emanates, speaking with telling force
when mere words must fall unheeded
and unfelt.

We cannot see or hear téo much
of such men, the cream of our coum-
try, and owur Teachers' Associations
and Canadian Clubs deserve much
credit for bringing them as oiten as
they do before the people.

* - - -

Recent news reports state that
Black Hand letters have been re
ceived by a citizen of one of the vil-
lages of Ontario, threatening him
with death unless he conseats to be
blackmailed. This is the second
time such a thing has happemed 1n
Canada within a year. and surely it
is up to our detective force to get
to the bottom of the matter. The
perpetrators of such cowardly rob
bery should be hounded down every
time, and made such examples of as
will check any propensities towanrds
similar crimes tor lons enourh  in
the future Th» {

crtaanty ol pun

ishment, sure, unrelenting, is the
only security ior that safety of Can-
ada’s people upon which we have,so
long prided ourselves. Nor is sech
firmness of necessity ** hard.” Those
who will neither work for their hiv-
ing, nor respect either the laws of
humanity or of the land, deserve B0
clemency, and should not expect it.
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How many of our readers are there
at one time «r &8R-

other, looked calmly andam{”
on while trained animals wen
through the various ** stumts™ to
which they have been * educated,™
just as though these were any indica-
tion of intellect on the part of the

pufor‘-
them. Trained animals have, m
fact, been found to be a drawing-
card at all places where people g°©
simply to be amused—the vaudevilles,
thewwnhlls.themm-pﬂ
for the entertainment of the vast
crowds which attend the agriceltural

mauled, and whipped,
and choked, and tortured imto
tricks. ™’

10 be *° educated.”™
nooses were first throwm imto its

cage, one noose fixed about its meck,
and the other four drawa tawt
about its legs. Finally, the door

poor

of the cage was opened, and the

beast urged out into the arema of
torture in which it was to be
taught its first lesson—a stemt de-
vised for the editication and joy of
future multitudes—viz_ | it was to be

taught to sit down on a seat.
forcing it toward the seal
lashed whips, cruel steel forks,
revolvers loaded with blank car-
lridgvs. were all called into reguisi-
tion, every movement of the amimal
indicating a tendency to turm oa its
persecutors being checked by a tight-
ening and pulling of the rope, which
threw it halichoked. with lolling
!nngtue and protruding eveballs, oa
l}s back., at which stage it was
ferociously lashed. zoaded, and
pounded on the nose. with the pur-
p«\Q\i‘ of instilling into it fear of the
trainer. Again and arnin it swooned

!

but it was dous=! with hockets of
water. and the lesson renewed ac
soon as it hecame conscious Fiv,;“
b‘ by the use of a Mock and tn‘-k‘i—j
it was forced into the <eat nn,"‘r-\

whole performar was ‘ »e..;\;j

dav after dav. unt
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upon the dim consciousness of the
brumthtthismthet.hingilwas
expected to do. There were future
dollars in the trick for the owner of
the show, and SO nO pains, no tor-
ture, must be spared.

We cry out in our self-righteousness
against the Spanish bull-fight. We
lawd owr tm(ietbcenlm? civiliza-
tion, our fineness of sensibility, and
kindness of heart, and yet we spend
our money to look at performances
obtained at such a cost ! Has the
public mot a duty to perform in
revolutionizing the quality of public
entertainment ? What it demands
will be given it; and just as soon as
it asks for clean plays, with beauti-
ful scemery; for pageants at once a
treat to the eye and a spur to the
intellect and the imaginatien; amd
for an climination of trained animal
shows, silly and disgusting burlesque,
and acrobatic performances fraught
with eternal danger to the performers,
the stage will be made the thing it
ought to be. A few petitions sent
to the committees arranged to pro-
vide entertainment for divers oc-
casions would do much. In connec-
tion with the trained-animal branch
of the subject, there would seem to
be an especially good field for the
Societies for the Preveation of
Cruelty to Animals to work in.

SPELLING REFORM.

Editor * The Farmer's Advocate ™ :

H. MacKay's excellent paper on
Spelling Reform, you invited discus-
sion of this- practical topic. I am
reminded of the invitation by the
fact that the Old Country news-
papers are just now bringing us
mews of the recent establishment of
a British organization to promote
the simplification of English spelling.
The sociely has opened offices Op-
posite the British Museum, in Lon-
doa. Its president is Professor
Skeat, of Cambridge University, and
among its officers are Sir William
Murray, editor of the great Oxford
Dictiomary ; Sir William Ramsay.
the remowmed physicist ; Dr. Furni-
vall, and William Archer. In Eng-
land, as in America, the most emi-
nent students of historical English
and the leading dictionary editors
are identifying themselves with the
propaganda in favor of spelling e
form.

About 1880, the London (Eng.)
Philological Society made the first
definite movement in the direction of
this reform, but the first organiza-
tion created for the special purpose
of its promotion was the Simplified
Spelling Board of America, formed
three years ago, and provided with
funds for the carrving on of its work
chiefly through the liberality of Mr.
Andrew Carnegie. The English
Board appears to be planning its
work along the lines that the Ameri-
can Board has been jollowing. The
latter has adhered to the principles
that it laid down at the outset—
rot to advocate any modification of
Fnglish spelling that is not temper-
ate and reasonable; not to favor
freakish spelling of any kind; not to

relix the existing rules and anal-
<= hut to make them more cer-
tair. *.. oxtend and enforce them.

‘herehy  produce greater regu-

-1 consistency, and get rid
. cesent multitude of weedless

/
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