Poultry-fattening Stations.

The Alberta Government has decided to undertake
the work of fattening and marketing poultry. Six or
eight fattening stations will be started throughout the
Province, preferably at places where creameries now
exist. Men will be placed in charge who will purchase
and fatten the poultry. The farmer will receive eight
cents a pound for his chickens, and any excess of price
after deducting the cost of fattening will be returned
to the farmers in proportion to the number of chickens
sold. Of course, chickens delivered to the stations
must be starved for at least twelve hours. The weight
preferred is from three to four pounds. Ground oats
and skim milk will be the fattening foods used. The

Government has a cold-storage plant which can be
utilized, thus helping to steady the market, but we
know little of the demand for poultry if such be
reeded.

The effects of this move will be far-reaching. The

barnyard mongrel will, no doubt, figure in the business
for some time, but the fattening station is bound to
be a center of influence, from which will radiate sound
business ideas in the management of poultry on a
Western farm. The farmers should prepare to keep the
type best suited for the purposes of the trade. If this
be done, with cheap food and ready markets, the future
should look bright to the Canadian hen.

THE FARM BULLETIN.

Nova Scotia Notes.

The summer of 1906 has been full of surprises.
"Spring opened early, with every prospect of an early
seed time, but wbout the middle of April rainy weather
set in, which continued well on into May, so that no
seeding was done until the 14th. Then we had two
weeks of fine weather, and I do not think we ever put
seed into a better-prepared seed-bed than we did from
the 14th to 24th of May. From May 24th to June 4th-
we had heavy rains, so that we hardly g0t on the land

THE FARMER’S

years, so that the late graim made great progress
toward ripéning, and the hay crop, which was an
average one, was harvested .in the very best of condi-
tion.

There has been no frosts yet; most of the grain is
harvested and will rnot be very much below an average
yield, though, of course, the acreage will be smaller
than usual. Potatoes are still green (no blight), and
thougH planted so late will be at least eighty per cent.
of a crop. Turnips are coming on splendidly, and

Shropshire Shearling Ewes.

I'mported and owned
Sparta, Ont.

by T. H.
In their auction
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Medcraft & Sons,
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there is a good chance of an average crop, though, of
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Fair Dates for 1906.

Great Northwestern Exhibition, Goderich,.....Sept. 26—28
Oakville Fair Sept. 27-23
North Brant Exhibition, Paris........cccccoeervereana. ..Sept 27—28
Dominion Exhibition, Halifax, N. S....Sept. 20—Oct. 5
Provincial Exhibition, New Westminster, B.C...Oct. 2—¢g
Atwood ... o

South Simcoe, Cookstown
Blackstock
Clifford

McGillivray cosnsseastsssesanee
Caradoc, Mt. Brydges .........

D g wenasOCt, 8
American Royal, Kansas City, Mo. ...............0Oct.
Prince Edward Island Agr. and Industrial

Exhibition
Muncey Fair
Caledonia -
Caistor Agr. Fair, Abingdon .
International, Chicago
Ontario Winter Fair, Guelph

[Note.—For general list of Ontario fairs, see
er's Advocate,”’ August 23rd, page 1343.]

Managers of fairs whose dates do not appear on eur

lists will confer a favor on our readers by sending im
their dates.

. ° °
Progress in Dairying.

One of the chief needs of Ontario dairying is a con-
ticuous supply of thoroughly informmed and trained
dairymen, such as those who graduate from the King-
ston Dairy School. The calettiar for the session of
1906-7 is now out, and will repay a careful study. A
copy may be secured from Mr. J. W. Mitchell, B. A.,
Supt., Kingston, Ont.

A. P. Ketchen, editor of the Northwest Farmer, will
shortly succeed K. R. Honeyman, as Deputy-Minister of
Agriculture in Saskatchewan.
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