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Care of Foals.
' : irizes, one second and one third, in the class of 

Large White breeds.
The crucial test ot the breeds is at the fat 

stock shows, and I would like to know where 
the Yorkshires were at the Smithfield Club 
Show last Christmas, where the Berkshires won 
the championship ever all breeds, and had the 

number for the same, showing that they 
had at least two pens good enough to beat all 

Surely those English judges 
ought to know what sort ot hogs are best adapt­
ed to the wants of the people and the trade. 
But perhaps they are not so disinterested as Mr. 
Spencer, who evidently has no axe to grind ; 
and if he had, is so very modest that he would 
not take advantage of a free advertisement.

Berkshires and Yorkshires.
MR. SNELL’S REPLY TO MR. SPENCER.

In your April issue.Mr. Sanders Spencer has, 
through your good nature, secured a very large 
advertisement, in which he takes good care to 
puff his own wares without any attempt to con­
ceal his natural modesty, which is well known 
where he is known.

The season has now come when the" com­
plaints of mortality among the young foals will 
again be heard. Last season was the worst for 

in some sections of the country.many years
That there are causes for these epidemics is 
generally allowed, and in most of the cases it is 
not hard to define. In a general way, with the 
mare running uuietly in the yard, not overfed, 
there is not often trouble, neither is it the case 
when the mare is worked moderately and 
moderately fed, but where mares are kept in 
idleness and fully fed, trouble multiplies fast. 
The difficulty is caused by the blood being 
heated. The foal should be carefully watched 
after birth to see that it has its passages all 
right. Should it be costive great care in the 
treatment is required, as very little over-dosing 
will kill it outright. In this case try injections 
of warm water with a little oil added, or pass a 
little lard up the rectum with the finger ; a dose 
of sweet or castor oil is the safest. Should 
costiveness be anticipated give a dose of raw 
linseed oil to the mare before foaling. In a case 
of scours also try mild remedies ; a dose of sweet 
oil will help allay any irritation, and often stop 
an attack of this kind.
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other breeds.

I do not purpose to intrude upon your valu­
able space at any great length in replying to his 

I do not call them arguments, asstatements.
I feel sure that any one who reads carefully his 
letter cannot fail to see that it is a bundle of 
bold assertions without any attempt at proof. 
The attempt to leave the impression that the 
demand for pigs of the improved breeds for the 
different countries he names is confined to the 
Yorkshires, is an ingenious subterfuge, and is 
calculated to mislead only those who are not 
aware of the facts. I know from experience 
that, in my search for high class Berkshires in 
England last year, I had to compete with buyers 
from nearly all, if not quite all, the countries of 
Europe he names, and, in addition to these, 
with enterprising buyers from that greatest of 
hog-raising countries, the United States, 
is it that in that country, where the hog interest 
is so vastly greater than in any other, the Berk­
shires and other black breeds constitute ninety- 
nine one hundredths of the hogs placed upon the 
markets * In the city of Chicago, the “ Hogo- 
polis “ of the earth, there are probably more 
hogs slaughtered in one week than in most of 
those little European countries in a year. And 
does anyone believe that the wide-awake stock­

ed this great stock-raising country, who 
have sought out the best of all classes of stock, 
regardless of cost, would have failed to discover 
the good qualities claimed for this much vaunted 
breed of hogs ; yet, it is well known that very 
few of them have found their way to the States. 
But our American friends buy the Berkshires in 
very large numbers ; they are our best customers 
for breeding stock, and they are the largest ex­
porters to England of cured bacon and hams. 
They buy the Berkshires because they know 
they are best suited to the varied climate of the 
country, to the wants of its people and of its ex­

week in the

. Yorkshires and Berkshires.■'

IM While I am pleased to see Mr. Sanders Spencer 
take a hand in this controversy, there is one 
portion of his letter to which I must take ex­
ception. He writes Mr. Snell asserts and 
Mr. Green appears to accept the statement that 
the Improved Large White Yorkshire is not recog­
nized as a pure breed at the Royal. Mr. Snell s 
assertion was intended as a disparagement of Im­
proved Large Yorkshires in comparison with 
Berkshires, and also as an inuendo that the 
former was not as great a favorite or as pure a 
breed as the latter. It is true that at the Royal 
no separate class is provided for the Improved 
Large Yorkshire, the class being for 
White,” hence there is nothing to preclude any 
other variety of pig which might come, under 
that definition from competing in it ; yet, as a 
matter of fact, the Improved Large Yorkshires 
are almost invariably the sole contestants in that 
class. So far from accepting the statements of 
Mr. Snell, I entirely rejected it, and pointed out 
that the fact of there being no special class, 
noevidence whatever of their not being recognized 
as a pure breed by the Royal, and quoted 
analogous instance, the Shire horse, which has 
only within a few years since been allotted a 
separate class. In the ordinary acceptation of 
the term “ pure breed” the Improved Large 
Yorkshire will contrast favorably with any other 
variety of English pig, but, as I remarked in my 
former letter, if the term “pure breed” be 
strictly interpreted, there is probably no pure 
breed of pigs any more than there are pure breeds

There are few
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The Flock Prize at the Late Pro­

vincial. Si-Large

It is generally considered a difficult matter for 
judges to please every one interested in the classes 
when one flock is pitted against another of the 
same breed, but when several breeds are brought 
out against each other excitement is likely to 

up to fever heat. At the late Provincial,run
when four flocks, all of different breeds, camewas4 out to battle for the first, and only one prize to 
go round, the winners were likely to have holes 
picked in them. The judges thoroughly under­
stood that it mattered not which breed they 
favored in placing the award, their work would 
be as surely criticised by the champions of those 
left out in the cold. It is very true that the 
best general purpose flock was the test, and had 
the judges desired to express which breed was 
best for all purposes they need not have drawn 
the sheep, but held a caucus in one of the offices 
of the association, and there decided by vote 
which breed best filled the bill ; but, knowing 
full well that they could as safely judge the 
handiwork of an artisan by his stripe of 
politics as decide which of the breeds, according 
to each individual taste, is most suitable for all 
purposes, they therefore went leisurely to work 
and decided in favor of the Cotswold flock,

men

as an

:

of horses, cattle, sheep, etc. 
varieties of domesticated animals which have 
not received an outside cross at some early date, 
and prior to the establishment of herd books 
and records, it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
ascertain whether any or what alien blood has 
been used ; but this we do know, that there are 
at the present time herds and studs of all breeds 
which have been bred pure and distinct for many 

and have acquired certain desirable char-

pert trade. There is scarcely a
that we do not ship Berkshires to theyear

States, all the way from Maine to California, 
Oregon and Texas. A sow has lately been sold 
for $300 to go to the latter named State, after 
her two litters have been sold for nearly $600. 
An Iowa man said to me only a few days ago : 
“ We have no use for a hog that cannot stand 

in the sunshine without its skin cracking 
and blistering, as those white hogs do, till, 

their ears are nearly rotted

forgetting that their head covering was an 
abomination to the admirers of bald heads in the 
Leicester, and that their long, open fleece did not 
agree with the ideas of the breeders of any of 

Very useful sheep were the

years,
acteristics, which they are prepotent in trans­
mitting to their offspring. It is, therefore, a 

of little importance, when this is the 
case, whether the Shire horse, the Shorthorn, 
the Improved Large Yorkshire, or the Berkshire 
did or did not receive an outside cross, some fifty 
or one hundred years ago, as the alien blood, it 
any must be now completely obliterated. It is 
evident the public recognized the merit of the 
Improved Large Yorkshire, for our young pigs 
are sold betoA weaning time, and we get dorres 
poudence in reply to our advertisement in the 
Farmer’s Advocate from as far west as British 
Columbia to the extreme east of the Dominion. 
We have the strongest faith in the futurity ot 
the Improved Large Yorkshire in Canada, and 
are so satisfied with our experience that we have 
ordered a second importation from England, 
which we expect in May next.

Francis Guf.en, Jr., Inuerkip, Out.
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the Downs.
Oxfords, and a credit to their owner ; and so too 

the handsome flock of Border Leicester*,

in some cases, 
off.” How is it that in England, where Mr.

are supposed to be best
matter

Spencer and his hogs
known, the farmers do not want them ? It 
my privilege last summer to attend the Wiltshire 
County Show, one of the principal bacon-curing 
counties in England. Here the pigs were not 
classified, all breeds being allowed to compete, 
and the competition open to all England, yet not 

found in the sMw, but a

was
which showed much skill in breeding. But the 
judges passed both these excellent flocks and 
equally useful breeds by, to decide between the 
two lately imported flocks, Mr. Campbell’s Shrop 
shires and Mr. Snell’s Cotswolds. After weigh­
ing well their merits, finally decided |n 
the Cotswolds. It was on the ground that they 

the best and most even representatives of

was

r

favor of
? a single white hog 

large entry of Berkshires, all the pens being
filled.

was
were
their breed, showing the type that is required by 
breeders of that particular sort more fully 
brought out in size, evenness of fleece as well as 
the superior form in which they were shown.

Fi:\vk B. Shore, White Oak, Ont,
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At the Royal Show at Windsor, the entries 

of Berkshires were greater than all the white 
breeds combined. And, on reference to the prize 
list, I find Mr, Spencer credited with only two /
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