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At one time, this land produced the
best of timber. The area in Durham
County was originally timbered with
pine and oak, two of our most valua-
| ble timbers. These lands should never
! have been opened for set'lement and
| ot least should never have been de-
forested. Now that the timber hu
been taken off, these lands have,
| some cases, been abandoned, and ln
others, are furnishing but a poor exis-
tence to those who live upon them.
The one thing to do is to reforest these
areas,

In view of the existing conditions
on these tracts in Durham and North-
umberland Counties, as outlined on
another page of this issue, some forest
policy should be adopted in the very
near future in connection with them.
The great difficulty in handling these
waste areas is that they are fre-
quently poorly served by railroads,
thus making it difficult to get mater-
ial in for reforesting purposes. The
areas in Northumberland and Durham
Counties are well situated in this res-
pect and offer probably the best
chances of success of any of these
waste lands in that they are near a
railroad station. Burketon or Ponty-

per | pool on the C, P. R. are situated close

by. A nursery established in this vi-
cinity would serve both Northumber-
land and Durham Counties. Were a
forest reserve to be established in

L | this locality, while it would not only

be profitable to the country at large,
it would be one of the very best dem-
onstrations to the people of the dis-
trict that waste portions of the farm
can 'be successfully planted to trees.
Fnrmen in the locality could be

ished pl 1 at a very

It is largely accountable for the ready
money which our farmers possess to-
day, and while it is sometimes difficult
to figure out a direct profit from the
hogs, especially when prices are de-
clining and foed bills are high, still,
on the long average, the production
of bacon is a profitable business. Tt
has done much for our farmers and
for our country. It is capable of
doing as much, or even better, in the
future. Let us stand by this great
industry, that has been built up at
considerable cost, in seasons of adver-
sity as well as in prosperity. By doing
80, we will all share the profits which,
in the past, have been realized mostly
by those who have learned to stay
with the business.

SIRE'S INFLUENCE UNAPPRECIATED

It seems difficult for all to grasp the
full meaning, in dollars and cents, of
a good sire in the herd. Bome, hav-
ing one cow which is much better than
the others, look to her to work any
improvement which may be brought
about. Where this idea of improve-
ment by means of the cow is general,
any interest in a pure bred sire of the
best breeding is overlooked. The old
maxim that the bull is half the herd,
though oft repeated, fails to come
home with its full sized foree. Failing
to recognize this truth in breeding ac-
counts for the inferior stock noticed in
practically all sections.

The cow of high quality and large
production is a great factor in bring-
ing about any desired improvement,
provided she is bred to a high class
bull. By using an indifferent sire on
her, practically all is lost and no ad-

low cost from the nurseries in con-
nection with such a reserve,

These waste lands in their present
state are of little value to the country.
In many cases, they are not worth the
taxes, hence they bring in no revenue.
There is no reason why these lands
cannot be exploited successfully for
forestry purposes.

THE BACON INDUSTRY

There is a growing indifference on
the part of many to have but little to
do with bacon production. The price
for the finished product being some-
what unstable, tends to discourage

RECLAIM THE BARREN WASTE

In several sections of Older Ontario,
there are tracts of land which are
practically absolute waste.  The
lands are of no use agriculturally
as they oconsist of light sand
and even of shifting sand. A
large tract of such land exists in Nor-
folk County. The Forestry Branch of
the Ontario Department of Agriculture
has already done some work in con-
nection with a part of this waste area.
In Simecoe County, another large traoct
of such land, loeally called “The
Plains,” is to be found. This area
covers some 10,000 acres and is of
value only for forestry purposes. In
Northumberland and in Durham
Counties exists another large tract
of this land, which cannot be exploit-
ed successfully for any branch of agri-
culture.

some Especinlly at this
season of the year when hogs are in-
clined to drop in price, this feeling be-
comes marked.

It has been a matter of common ex-
perience that when the price of hogs
is falling, that is the time to stay with
the business, and even to load up
more heavily with hogs. The producers
who have stayed by this business
through its times of adversity are the
ones who have made money out of
hogs. They have learned the game
well and when the price of hogs goes
down, they are not the ones that wear
the long face and cry down the busi-
ness. When their neighbors are in
such spirits, these men are actively
engaged buying in the hogs which
their neighbors are too ready to sell
at a sacrifice!

The bacon industry has reached a
point where it is of great importance.

is brought about. Improv-
ing the herd by means of a single cow
is, at best, a slow process. On the
other hand the effect of a good bull is
a noticeable improvement in all the
resulting stock. In other words, he
counts for half the herd.

Just so soon as we realize the full
sized meaning of the value of good
sires, will we experience the advance-
ment desired in the herds of this coun-
try. Money expended in a suitable
sire, while it may seem a large sum
and out of proportion to the merits of
the herd on which he is to be used,
will soon be paid back many fold in
the improvement wrought in the
stock. It takes but little progeny from
even a high priced sire to pay large

returns for money invested. Reverses
in breeding are common enough even
when the best of sires are used. One
cannot afford to overlook the necessity

of using only the best sires that are |and

obtainable.
HEAVIER RATIONS NEEDED

No one would attempt to run a
steam engine, that was driving a mo-
dern threshing outfit, with but 30
pounds of steam. Yet many dairymen
attempt to get profitable results from
their cows by feading a partial ration.
They attempt to run them with but
‘80 pounds of steam.” Chemists tell
us that two-thirds of what a cow con-
sumes goes to maintain her body. The
remainder goes towards milk produe-
tion,

It is evident to all that the profit
must come from the feed fed over and

above that which the cow requires for
maintenance and that the more she
eats, the greater will be the profit,

There are many good cows in the
country that are not recognized as
such and cannot be made profitable
unless they receive more feed. There
is no profit in feeding partial rations
to mileh cows. We eannot get profit-
able results running cows on “80
pounds of steam.” 1If there is a food
shortage, one might better feed full
rations to half the number, rather
than feed the many on half rations.
In the latter case, there will be much
work and little profit. In the former,
the cows are sure to give profitable
returns and the labor of earing for the
herd would be much lessened.

Legitimate ndveni-.ls protect theit
own interests by refusing to advertise
in papers that carry advertising of a
questionable nature. We refuse to ac-
cept the advertising of patent medi-
cines, electric belts, etc. Owing to
this stand which we have taken, our
readers may feel free to patronize our
advertisers.

The Effect of Reading
{New Zealand Farmer)

Men's minds are like the soil; they
need stirring, cultivating, fertilizing.
We all recognize quickly a barren
or neglected or uncultivated picee of
land. We know what is the matter
with it. Bome people have said to
us: “Why do you lay so much
stress upon reading on dairy questions
for the dairy farmer? Don’t you know
that the farmer has but little time
to read? Yes, we know all about
that view of the case. But that view
is & delusion and & snare. Much of
the time and labor of the farm is
wasted ; yes, absolutely wasted, which,
if he were a more intelligent man
would not be wasted.—-No wonder a
man has no time to read when he is
working day and night for a lot of
unprofitable cows. A Canadian farmer
writes to the “Canadian Dairyman
lnd Farming World” like this:

| weighing

eow s milk four years through
reading about cows that were o‘:{
ers. To my astonishment
found that I had some of that kind of
cows. I would not have believed it
huli 1 not started to weigh each cow’s

Now mark what this man says of
the effect of such an effort started
because he was a reader,

“The result of my efforts iu |Nl
work is thnl I have to-day one of
best king herds in this seetion. "

it from 10 Rz”d cows vhan buuu
kept 20. ousands of men say m
thay have no time to read, which

that they have no time to
ﬂunk and study,

and stud,

ideas an read-

But they have all the time in

the world to waste on poor cows,

g;or vulelnl methods, and all that.

such men really understand what
they are about?
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