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OuR recent reverses n South
Africa, bitter and humiliating as they
have been, must not be regarded as
an unmixed evil. We have of late
years been living too much on our
reputation, and have been far too
much disposed to assume our own
overwhelming superiority to every
other race. We have had a rude
awakening, not to the fact of our
own inferiority, but to the folly of
overconfidence, and to the fact that
e must pay the same price for
success as did our ancestors,

NAaTI0NS no more than individuals
can live on their pedigree, Mingled
with this widespread and most

salutary growth of imperial and
patriotic sentiment that during the
past few years has manifested itself
in every corner of the Empire, has
been a tendency to boastfulness, and
self-glorification. These reverses have
been a blessing in disgnise, They
have put us on cur mettle, They
have demonstrated in a most striking
manner the solidarity of our widely
sundered Empire, and they have re-
minded us that we haven’t a
monopoly’ of all the strong virile
virtues,

TueRre is no doubt something in
the very common complaint as to the
wultiplicity of appeals for money,
one 8o often hears. It is not so
much the amount of money asked
that constitutes the grievance, bu-
the continual askings, and the cont
sequent perplexity, it is claimed.
And undoubtedly there is ground at
present for this complaint,

INFINITELY more would be raised
and infinitely easier, if . we could
only reduce the number of our
appeals, and put the raising of money
on a businesslike basis. There are
far too many free lances with roving
commissions, following each others
heels, and crossing each others
paths,

——

It goes without saying that all
money for the Domestic Mission
work of the church, should be paid
through the Domestic and Foreign
Missionaty Society, and all “depu-



