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Mg 5. Cozexs-Smiti, General Manager of The
Imperial Insurance Company, Limited, paid a short
visit to Montreal last week, and s now  visiting
pranches in the United States.

M | Giees Kearogr, Inspector of the same com
pany. tor the Maritime Provinees, has also been visit-
mng Montreal,

M | Creses, General Manager of the London
\ssurance, who has been visiting some of the hranches
in the United States, arrived in Montreal on Monday
Jast, accompanied by Mr. Chase, Manager at New
York. Mr. Clunes leit Montreal last Tuesday even
ing, tor England, via New York., Mr. E. AL Lilly,
Manager for Canada, of the London Assurance, con
templates extending their business in Canada.
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The sun of the De Rougemont is at its highest just
now, and the companies which are being prepared for
flotation to exploit his “black pearls,” and other dis-
coveries, should have a good reception if they are
ont soon. A huge discussion about  Louis  quite
overshadows Tmperial complications at present, and
most of the daily papers come out in the morning,
with exposures about  him-—which  exposures arc
proved incorreet, when the evening papers appear.
Lows de Rougemont has nerve, and nerviness is what
is wanted when you are promoting companies.  The
man who would face a congress of scientists,—geo
graphers, zoologists, ete,—and tell them that he rode
across a channel on the back of a turtle, would find
a meeting of sharcholders very easy handling.

* ok

The vsual company promotion factories are getting
to work, and prospectuses are beginning to cluster in
the air. The National Accident Prevention Window
Company, Ltd,, is the most important one ont, and
as it comprises seventeen certainly valuable patents
with regard to sliding and casement windows direct-
ed at securing better ventilation and casier, and safer
cleaning. it is meeting with a good reception.  The
promorers are spending money like water over the
publicity department, and little papers which have
not had a prospectus in their advertising  columns
snce the great unfortunate hill-posting amalgamation
are getting the N AL I Window Co.'s matter.

* * *

Many of the other issues are composed of deben-
tires . These somewhat gilt-edged  securities  are
usually the means by which the promoter tests the
l"m'im--ul of the investing public Should  monev
come - freely, thus showing that Hooley  and  the
holidays  between them have not quite ruined all
chances of an Autumn’s business, other less secure
1ssues will arrive on the scene.

b * *

On “Change, a fairly general upward tendency is
the feature, and it will last for some time, The great
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interest which Kaffirs sustained for several weeks has
subsided, notwithstanding  the tremendous efforts of
the inside gang to bolster it up.  The boom on Yan-
hee Rails which reared itseli upon the downfall of
Spain has passed off, and the most promising of all
the markets now is the Mining

* »

Those variations of the universal confidence trick,
so popular in the City of London, | refer to the in
vestment schemes knownas ™ blind pools,” survive
every Waterloo. The group of notorious swindlers
who were run to carth, and sentenced to lengthy
terms of imprisonment last November, Frank Tar-
rant and his colleagues, have very close imitators stii
at work. “Henry Carpenter and Son,” is the latest
bunco-steerer of them all. This firm alleges that it
Pas been returning two thousand dollars for every
tive hundred placed in its charge, and it is now is-
suing thousands of circulars touting for fresh sub-
scriptions. The working of these circulars, and the
wording of the accompanving * testimonials,”  are
both cxactly identical with those issued by Tarrant !

INSURANCE,

John Dennistoun, of the well-known firm of Den-
vistoun, Cross & Co,, has taken his seat on the direc-
torate of the London Assurance Corporation,

r * *

The Norwich Union Fire Insurance Co. has fully
met the claims of the Norwich Public Library, which
was destroyed recently by a pavment of slightly over
filty thousand dollars

L * -

The Workmen's Compensation Act again ! A
building falling down at Govan, and that frightful ex-
plosion of ammonia at Galsgow, have run the offices
with a minimum hability of six thousand dollars. In
another instance, a Glasgow company accepted a risk
from a firm where there had not been an accident for
five years, and three days after the policy had been is-
sued, or rather the contract had been execnted, the in-
surance office became liate for the payvment of three
dollars a week for tiie vhole perion! of one man's life.

* o »

Apropos of the reavak re policy or contract, inter
poated in the preceding paragraph, it is interesting,
though rather staggering, to note in a circular just
issued by the Inland Revenne authorities, it is de-
clared that the insuring documents issued by the of-
fices under the old and new compensation and lahil-
ity Acts are regarded by the department, not as in-
curance policies, but as contracts. They thus become
liable to heavier stamn duties, from twelve cents to
$2.50, according to whether they are executed by
deed or otherwise,

- * *

“Qound as a bell and secure as a rock.” wounld he
the verdict of anvone glancing through that valuable
little exnosition of Dritish life assurance business, set
devan in Monilaw’: “Companion to Surplus Funds.”
of which a new edition has inst anpeared. Tndustrial
and ordinary insurance offices figure in this work,
which is a compact iittle treasury,

* o *

In the slane of Tlovds, twentv-one ships are in the
hands of the “Doctor ” this week. which heine inter
preted means that they are overdne, and their rates
are risine ranidlv.  This is a record numher  The
“Matterdale” has heen posted up missing, and there
is consequent consternation
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