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light from the east.JESUS TEACHES humility.* of oostly tapestries do their work on the 
‘‘wrong" side. They do not see the de 
sign they *re making. All that they 
see in .flit* tangle of thread* and Lirunts, 
a myetery and confusion of 
geetione. Ho it ie witJi our 
oannot understand whet, we are dcdng, 
or wliat ie lining done for ue; but eonie 
day we shall see and know, 
clay Peter would understand why thie 
etrange tiling wae done by hie Mas 

Meanwhile, we must trust and 
obey and submit. Our Lord ie wiec and 
loving, lie will see to it, if we love 
Him, itliat all thing# will work to 
gather for our good, and our joy shall 
be larger than our sorrow.

(By Rev. P. M. Macdonald, B.D.) (By Rev. James Ross, D.D.)
TOWEL—Wae the apron with which 

eervante girded Lhemeelves tor niduial 
work. It was generally of colored cot­
ton cloth, about the sise and ehaipc of 
a .bath towel, and was worn by Usher 
men, potters, water-oaniere, and saw 

loin cloth; and by

Jeeus knowing that his hour was 
come (Rev. Ver.), v. 1. We are apt to 
think we have a right to forget our 
neighbors, when we ourselves are in 
deep waters. It wae not so with Jeeus. 
He forgot self, and remeinliered others. 
And it ought to be our aim 4o do as 
lie did. Self forgetfulness marks the 
heroic, noble soul. It wae splendidly 
si own on one occasion by some of our 
troops In South Africa. The Hoer bul 
lete had riddled the line terribly, and 
the sufferers lay in groups, bleeding to 
death. When relief came in the form 
of surgeons and stretchers, the tirwt 
group of wounded men said to the 
geone, "Don’t stay to help ue, some of 
the boys ahead there may be suffering 
more, go to them." That was like the 
iqdrit and speech of Christ.

The devil having now put Into the 
lieart of Judas, v. 2. Every man's 
heart is hie castle, and no one can enter 
without permission. We cannot escape 
being tempted, but we can keep tie 
temptations from entering our he 
and making their home there, 
places, bad associations, bad habits, are 
open doom through which the devil 
#<nds Jiis evil wishes.

vague »ug 
life. We

respectable tradesmen, grocers, bake re 
ami carpenters, as an apron to pro 
tect their clothes, and as a towel to 
wipe their stained and perspiring hand# 
upon. Christ's act in girding Himself 
with it was deliberate, symbolic, and 
very impressive.

BASON— Was a well known house 
hold utensil, probably of bronxe, the 
shape of a large cup, with a handle 
at uue side. The ewer and the basin 
fur the express purpose of fear wash 
iug are often pictured on the muuu

FOOTWASH 1 NO—The King of Eng 
laud was formerly accustomed to wash 
the feet of as many poor men a# he 
was yearn old, but this is now com­
muted to a gift of mouey. On Maundy 
Thursday (the day before Good Friday), 
in St. Peter’s at Rome, the Pope washes 
the feet of thirteen selected persons. 
Hie red cope ie taken off, an embroid­
ered apron put on, and a towel fast 
eued to his waist. An attendant beam 
the silver ewer, and .the Pope, taking 
a spurge in a pair of silver tongs, dues 
littiemnore than touch the foot of each. 
He then waits on them at the supper 
table.

A PRAYER.

Heavenly Father, help 
Thyself, as manifested in the person of 
Jeeus Christ, Thy Soul It wae His will 
to do the will of His Father by living 
and dying for otliem. Teach us so to 
live. Help ue to learn by positive per­
sonal exjierience that eupremest joy 
comes only in ministering unto others. 
Teach
whe<n He said, "I am among you as lie 
that eerveth."
Hie passion for » life of service. May 
our morning bourn be gladdened and 
inspired by tin# divine purpose.
Thy holy will lie done in 114 this day. 
Aenen.—Rev. diaries Parkhurst, D.D.

ue to be like

arts
ltad

u# wliat Jeeus meant

Plant deeply within ue

If one will, in 
strength of Christ, avoid these 

place# and associations and habits, and 
read good l*ooks and cultivate good com 
pankmship and cherish high ideals, he 
will find that by so doing he ie resist 
ing the devil and giving him the notice 
to quit which he will act upon.

He took a towel, and girded himself, 
fit. Augustine was once asked. 

"What ie the first step in religion I ’ 
He answered, "Humility.** "And the 
second step!" He answered again, 

Humility." "And the third stepf" 
Once more he answered, "Humility.” 
What is humility! It is not an exces 
#ive underrating of yourself, an easy 
and glib abusing of yourself, a With 
drawing from service because you are 
not efficient. Likely enough, when nue 
speaks of you, as you speak of your 
self, you grow angry and resentful. 
Christ’s humility shone out from His 
deer consciousness of 
ity. By no word did 
self.

!.. !

TRUSTING.

2 do not ask that G<»d will always make 
My pathway light;

I only pray that He will hold my l and 
Throughout the night.

I do not hope to have the thorns re 
moved

Tiiet pierce my feet,

I only ask to llml hi# blessed arms 
My safe retreat.

If he afflict me, tlien in my distress 
Withhold* Ills band;

If all hie wisdom 
Or understand,

I do not think to always know Hie why 
Or wherefore, here;

But sometime lie -will take my hand 
and make 

Ilie meaning clear.

If in His furnace He refine my heart 
To make it pure,

I only ask for grace to trust His love— 
Strength to endure.

And if her<*e storms beat roiun} me, 
And the heavens be overcast,

I know that -He will give Hie weary one 
Sweet peace at last.

v. 4.

OUR COMPASSIONATE GOD.

In my distress 1 cried unto the Lord, 
Ci,id lie heard me. Ps. 120:1.

This is one of those gracious stories 
which comes home to our hearts so tli 
reotiiy. When the inspired writer says, 
"In my -.'iatress i cried," 
hiuiaell with every troubled oue in all 
ages. "Distress," is man’s oonunou lot. 
Every house has a closet "with a skele 
ton in it."

lie indicate.,
can not conceive

Every roof is agreeable to 
the eye until it is lifted, and then we 

Itiud tragedy and moaning iwomen, and 
y hard-eyed husbands and delugee of ne­

glect. Every life begins with a cry and 
viids with a groan. When then, he adds, 
"and lie heard me," the preciousne^ 
bursts out. The cry of the distressed 1» 
mo empty wail Jehovah is the oue 
called upon, and the Jehovah of the 
Old Testament is the Jesus of the New, 
and he lias lived here to show us how 
universally it is true. Never came to 
Him a voice out of distress in vain. To 

It is a great sin to question God’s com- fchn, <*ied ^ Roman centurion ; the
manda or to resist hi# will. A dangerous Jewish synagogue ruler; the member of
thing, tool Peter, doing so, came near the fianhedrin; the leper; the blind beg
losing his soul, and would, but for his ®»r; the heathen woman; the #inful wo
instant submission to his Lord’s will. man; the robber, as well as the disciple,
’Twas a little thing on which to hinge and he heard them; and his hearing was
so great a result. Ho was Eve’s eating to them eight, riche#, healing of the
the forbidden fruit. But what a world «wind; yes, all they
wide and time long disaster it caused. we have a word that may prove a source
So wu the «prinkiiug of the blood on of comfort and jieace to every heart to

oppoai the door |H>st by Israel’s families. But it day that may be glad to make use of it.
meant life to their first-born. For a very The Psalmist cried out. He did not long
little thing may he a test, of mastership his distress to his bosom in sullen des
and the crisis, the decisive deterrain- pondenoy. He carried it to One who was
ant of one’s destiny.—Ex. full of Compassion. "He cried unto the

Lord," and he heard him.
Trials are not nsoesaarily unfriendly 

a# pain producing if we only take them 
to Jesus. A compassionate, sympathie 
ing Saviour is so sweet to commune with ! 
Bleeping from him is worth so much. 
"He heard me" is so full of comfort I 
What would a distressed soul do to-day 
without a compassionate Lord!—Selected.

power and divin- 
He belittle Him 

In the light of this great Ex 
ample, we #ee that humility is the 
glad consecration, when need arises, of 
one's whole being, powers, possession#, 
to lowliest, service for others' sakes. lie 
is most humble who will quickest and 
lowliest serve. "And the cloth of hum­
ility should always be worn on the 
luck of Christianity."

Lord, dost thou wasli my feet! v. 6. 
Peter had been looking out for liis 
dignity and hie position. When hie 
Lord went about the footwashing, Peter 
was humbled, and therefore exalted. 
Humility i* greatness, and this revela­
tion that Peter gave of himself helps 
us to understand hie subsequent career. 
Some one of the ancients ha* said, 
"Where a gracious person would sit be­
low me, I will acknowledge liis dignity 
liut where a proud pereon would move 
about me, I will abhor hie vanity." A 
humble heart may meet with 
tion from man, but it will meet* with 
approbation from God. "When humil­
ity is the corner stone, there glory shall 
be the topstone." a 

Thou knowest not now; but thou 
shall know hereafter, v. 7. The weave s

needed. Surely, then,

They who will not be servants can not 
be «ms.

No nun will ever reach heaven with 
hi# face toward the pit.

In Jeeus we see God’s thought when 
He first made man.—Morgan.

A false profession will wear no better 
than * wise look on a fool.

*8.8. Lesson, April 26. 1908. John 13:115. 
Commit to mem 
John 13: 120.
New commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you.—John 13:34.
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