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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

Our Young People

A CHRISTIAN=CITIZENS HIP. MEETING, FOR INSTRUCTION AND INSPIRATION.

Topic for July 2

“Qur Country for Christ,”—

Pe, 08

10-22,

“GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND! ™

For a Good Meeting.

The Christian citizenship committee,
which in
what it was ever born for, has an oppor-
tunity to “spread” itself in this meeting.
Begin by spreading over its walls bunt-
ing, flags, and all the patriotic decora-
tions the room \\||I stand.

Judicionsly for two-minute re-
marks, such tu]n s as: “Tf Christ eame to
Ameriea, what \\MIH He find hostile to
Him in its Sabbath customs?  Its excis
laws? Tts slunz?  Tts machine polities,
ete?”

Ask your pastor for a five minutes’
broadside on “ome Missions and Pa-
triotism,”  Have the information com-
mittee ready to make a special report on
“Tmmigration: Tts present extent and

some societies i= wondering

problems.”
Hold a ten minutes' open parliament
on, “What more might onr pnblie

schools do for good eitizenship?”
Sunday schonls??
“Our  Christian
“Our Juniors?”’

“Onr
“Our loeal prese?’
Endeavor Society??

My Country and I.

By Rev. James L. Hill, D.D.

Mareus Moiton  was candidate for
governor of Massachusetts sixteen times,
and then was eloeted by one vote. A
single, plain young man, casting his
earliest ballot for ehicf magistrate in the
State where the Pilgrims landed, with
his own land defeated the -n|ml.m\1‘
scholar, the exalted statesman, the bril-
liant orator, renowned in two worlds,
Edward Everett, whose superh encom-
ium of Washington had clectrified great
audiences one hundred and twenty-nine
times. One young man, by his vote, de-
termined who should go to the legisla-
ture from Middlesex Connty, Such facts
ought to sober young persons as they
face their responsibilities,

Some sentinels must have heen sleep-
ing at their posts or the horde of un-
scrupulous  adventurers would not, in
some places, have gained such complete
possession of certain parts of our politi-
cal machinery, Who 1eft the gates un-
enarded and gave them entrance to in-
fest and misne?

This languid interest in puMm affairs
ic the most lamentable thing in sight.
We need a revival of serionsness in the

appreciation of the highest secular gift
that the world knows, It has cost much.

The “good fellow” eommendation is
not a suflicient guaranty for a candi-
date’s election.  The “almighty dollar”
is a heavy weight upon patriotism. The
man who is wholly engrossed in the pur-
suit of  wealth, and studies situations
culy as they bear upon his selfish inter-
ests, has no room in his soul for patriotie
ser timents,

Patriotism has been a passion with
the finest spirits in every age With
every fresh uprising of the people there
comes a revival of loyalty, of brave, un-
seliish devotion to country, which Te-
sults in an improvement in the character
of the men who are chosen to responsible
places.  There  has died recently in
Broc »kl\ n, N.Y., an honored citizen,
Mr. James T. Stranahan, who com-
menced lifo as a farmer’s boy, who was
a delegate to the convention that nomin-
ated Abraham Lineoln, of whom it was
nobly said that whatever concerned
Brooklyn, eoncerned himself also.

Most of ns beeome interested in some
one department only of work that touch-
e« the publie good. Intemperance is a
monster, but it is not the only evil. Per-
sonal fends anl grudges are unchristian,
and may be permanently and sweetly
healed by a suodued spirit of love and
mediation,  “Is there no balm in Gilead?
T< there no physician there?” Imagining
the young people of the world for an
audience, and being asked for a practi-
cal sentiment this is the one that would
he named: Harhor no ill will or malice
toward those from whom you differ in
political choice and who are secking to
undermine all that you most dearly cher-
ish and strive to promote. TLove your
enemies, Tt is difficult to antagonize and
not to dislike.  'Will my present young
reader not wow adopt this resolution, “I
will never think meanly of an opponent
in public affairs?” Tt is a bright lesson
in Christian courtesy to see men in town
mectings that could he named, and in
citv governments, engage in the intens-
est trnggles along the lines of their con-
vietions, and vet, like friendly wrestlers,
brothers, do it openly, manfully, respect-
fully, and well

Tn these passing days, and at this sea-
son when there is so much patriotie feel-
ing in the cemmunity, and . when so
many are at the same time, among the

young, resolving to walk “in His steps,”

let us determiue to work toward the real-
jzation of tlat ideal which would char-
acterize ovr public affairs “if Christ
should come to” this town. And all the
people shall say, Amen.—C. E. World.

For Daily Reading.

Monday, June 26.—A blessed nation.—Ps.
144: 1-16.

Tuesday, June 27.—A victorlous nation.—2
Chro «. 20: 1-30,

W anesday, June 28.—Penitence for sin.—
Dam. 9: 3-19.

Thursday, June 20.—Praise for blessings.—
Ps. 147: 12-20.

Friday, June 30.—Praise for victories.—Ps.
44: 1-8.

Saturday, July 1.—The nation for Christ.—
Luke 14: 15-24.

Sunday, July 2~Tople. Our country for
Christ.—Ps. 33: 10-22, (A Christian citizen-
ship meeting.)

When Out of the Ranks,

There is a story told of one of the
pipers in Wellington’s army «mo at the
very beginning of an important engage-
ment received a severe wound in the
thigh. Disregerding his pain, however,
he refused to be removed from the scene
of the conflict, but sat on a bank playing
national airs during the remainder of the
battle, declaring that though he could
not accompany his comrades into the
thick of the fight, he would not let them
lack musig.

Ts there not “n this incident a hint for
some of us who through illness or erowd-
ing cares are unable to do our aceus
tomed part in the battle constantly being
waged between right and wrong? If in-
capacitated for active service, we can at
least cheer our comrades as they sweep
by to the attack. Ts there not also a hint
for the Christian Endeavorers who are
not in the ranks of the voters?

No man ean be true to his country
who is not true to himself.—Anon.

Whatever makes men good Christians,
makes them good citizens,

It pays to follow one’s best light, to
put God and eountry first and ourselves
afterwards.—S. €. Armstrong.

If the salt wishes to purify and pre-
serve the meat, it can do it in only one
way. It must not hold aloof from the
meat. Tt must touch it and press up
against it.  We are the salt of the earth,
we Christians and the only way to puri-
fy polities is to mingle in politics.

There is a Bible in Ameriea which
was once baked in a loaf of bread. Dur-
ing one of the persecutions in Bohemia
an ediet was passcd that every Bible in
the hands of peasants should be destroy-
ed. Mrs. Schebolt, mndmother of the
present owner, plnoed hers in the centre
of a batch of dongh, which was ready for
the oven, and baked it. The house was

carefully searched, but ne Bible found.
It was taken uninjured from the loaf,

Tt was printed 150 years ago.




