
20 TIIK FINAL DECISION.

"What do you think, William?" his wife asked
"I scarcely know myself," he answered; "but if I had

quite my own way, I should send you and Nelly down to
the settlements m the scow, and fight it out here with the
hands.

"You certainly will not have your own way in that"
his wife said. "If you go, of course I go; if you stay I
stay. I would a thousand times rather go through a'
siege here and risk the worst, than go down to Glouce-ste

'

and have the frightful anxiety of not knowing what ww
happenmg hera Besides, it is very possible, as you say
that the Indians may attack the settlement itself; man
of the people there have had no experience in Indian wa'
and the Red-skins are likely to be far more successful
their surprise there than they would be here. If we g,we should have to leave our house, our bams, our stack
and our animals to the mercy of the savages. You
capital IS pretty nearly all embarked here now, and th,

^^
of all this would be ruin to us. At anyrai

William, I am ready to stay here, and to risk what ma
come, if you are. A life on the frontier is necessarily'
lite of danger; and if we are to abandon everything
to have to commence life afresh every time the Ind
go on the war-path, we had better give it up at once
return to Massachusetts."

"Very well, my dear," her husband said gravely "Y.
are a true frontierman's wife; you have chosen as
should have done. It is a choice of evils; but God h
blessed and protected us since we came out into t:
wilderness; we will trust and confide in him now.
anyrate, he went on more cheerfuUy, "there is no £<
of the enemy starving us out We got in our store
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