
TO

in her day of freedom, and her vitality after seven centurie.o wasting bondage (applause). ThelLh race never had ^
whTn aTul^e^oThTr sTatL^^ftr T''^'^' '' ^^^~^
out of chaos "^^^^^^^^^^

CZ '^.i'.^^J"dg'"g English Parliamentary institutionsby the condition of the Saxon churls after the battle of H^fings, or the civilization of Rome by the days when fnemperor was stabbed or poisoned every other year bv thepalace guards. Yet. if we confine our fudgmen^ of Irelandto those centuries from the coming of St Patrick to theDanish invasions- centuries during which the other nation!of Europe were simply shifting camps of savages-we sS
fou'tiln'f'c^vn-'r''"^^^^"'

^^^^"^>' "n-ntami^a dlountain of civilization, and a civilization all the moremarvellous that it was riot derived from Rome or Gr^ce
un ifi'ed Telf /f

7^" "ftive vigour like a vrolet^^in^'srme

f;,^rr; ^ Z'^^P^^^"'^)- Ro"ia" history furnishes nofairer picture than that of Ireland in her golden ^ce-ltheone lustrous star in an European night. Her peo^oie enjoyed the equality of a modern republic. TheirS were"

P o^r Tsvst'^^V,
^'^ ^-^^'b^l-.-d to the wK e

was the LT\ °[ M "^ P'"'^^'^"^ ^° "^'^^ that the bard

loLTrsfTl
.^^'"^•^able power in the community. The

sainf^
°^^ ^l^'^ties in their halls, the chant of a thousand

ini Iv
.'^<;'[

thousand churches, the enthusiasm Tlea

m

ing that lighted their schools, come down to us across ^hegloomy gulf of ages that followed, and make us doubtwhether modern c vilization, with all its new fangled refine

^a" with th:' -"'^r','^"^'
^^" ^'^^ "^ anything to com-pare with the . mple happiness of that old race with their

w'h c'ouldt" flf^l:'''''''^'
^^'^^'tive or^aniza o"w iich could be ruled by the power of music, and the o-lori-ous enthusmsm which inspired them to bear the to'ch ofreligion and learning to the ends of a d;.rL'^nJ ?^ /i J

aDnhii<;p\ u^ 1

'•"^/-'lO'^ oi a darkened world (loud

were combinJ T' ''^^^°"' ""'''' ^"^ hospitalitywere combined with a colonizing capacity beyond any

i

«9


