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Randolph he knew the road so well, that he wou*d

undertake to guide a small party of men b^ night to

the bottom of the wall; and as they might bring

ladders with them, there would be no difficulty in

scaling it. The great risk was, that of their being

discovered by the watchmen while in the act of ascend-

ing the cliff, in which case every man of them must

have perished.

Nevertheless, Randolph did not hesitate to attempt

the adventure. He took with him only thirty men
(you may be sure they were chosen for activity and

courage), and came one dark night to the foot of the

rock, which they began to ascend under the guidance

of Francis, who went before them, upon his hands and

feet, up one cliff', down another, and round another,

where there was scarce room to support themselves.

All the while, these thirty men were obliged to follow

in a line, one after the other, by a Tpath that was fitter

for a cat than a man. The noise ot a stone falling, or a

word spoken from one to another, Avould have alarmed

the watchmen. They were obliged, therefore, to move
with the greatest precaution. When they were far up

the crag, and near the foundation of the wall, they

heard the guards going their rounds, to see that all was

safe in and about the castle. Randolph and his party

had nothing for it but to lie close and quiet, each man
under the crag, as he happened to be placed, and trust

that the guards would pass by without noticing them.

And while they were waiting in breathless alarm they

got a now cause of fright. One of the soldiers of the

castle, willing to startle his comrades, suddenly threw a

stone from the wall, and cried out, " Aha, I see you

well!" The stone came thundering down over the

heads of Randolph and his men, who naturally thought

thoniselves discovered. If they had stirred, or made

the slightest noise, they would have been entirely

destroyed; for the soldiers above might have killed

©very man of them, merely by rolling down stones.


