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Lcgumts

I.rKunics imlinK- al! |iliiiits with a |xkI like a pen or bran. The
{..Mowing niav br f..un.l on Wrstcrii larnis:—Alfalfa, Sweet llover,
Ke( Clover. White ( lov.r. AlsiWc. Hcans, Sweet Pea>«, Garden and
I'leld I'eaji. . ^

Ltgumc Bacteria

< hi the riH>ts of most
thrifty legumes there may
he fonnd nodules which con-
tain hacteria. These tiike

nitrogen from the air in the
soil and feed i* ' > the plant.

Hence, plants ,ith no«lnles

Krow better than those that
"liave none, and since they
take their nitrogen from the
air they are sai<I to be "easy
on the soil." In fact, they
tend to enrich the soil by
leaving some t)f this nitrogen
in it.

What Nitro-Culture Is

Nitro-cnlture consists of

bacteria growing on the sur-
face of a jelly like culture
medium in a bottle. These
bacteria arc originally taken
fnim the legume nodtiles ?r, '

are then grown on the jei'>

much the same as yeast is

grown for baking. In fact,

the inoculation of legume
seed with nitro-culturc is

much the .same as inocu-
lating bread dough with
yeast.

NeccMity for Inoculation

Western soils as a rule <lo

not have Alfalfa or Clover
Bacteria in them ; hence it is

a good practice to inoculate
the seed when these are first grown on a certain piece of land.

A Well Inuculat«d Iloot

*f^^


