RELATIONS WITH F1I

The present war has, as I have shown, enlarged the

opportunitlies and the solemm responsiblility of Canada to serve
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as a vital link between the United States and the British
Commonwealth. Thls role is, howe not the only one which
Canada 1s unlquely equipped to play in internatlonal relationse
There 1s a third great natlon with whom our tles are close.
have spoken of Canada's place as an interprster of the Ing
speaklng peoples. Canada, however, 1ls not merely an Engl
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speaking natlon but 1s also a French-speaking nation. It

c
Indeed, the second I'renche=speaking nation of the world.

The agony of France has thrown upon Canada a
responsibllity, and a great mission. As I pointed out at the
moment of the collapse of [rance, "the traglc fate of France
leaves to French Cenada the duty of upholding the traditions
of French culture and civlilization, and the French passlion
for liberty in the world., This new responsibility will, I

belleve, be accepted proudly."

Events are throwing upon Canada, not only the mission

of upholding the traditions of French culture and cilvili,ation,

but also the duty of helplng to keep alive in the hearts of

Frenchmen, all but prostrate today before a brutal congqueror,
thelr devotion to llberty and theilr hopes of 1ts ultimate triumph,
In the consciousness of tht misslon, my colleague,

the Minlster of Justlce, recently broadcast a message to the




