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The present war has, as I have shown, enlarged, the 

opportunities and the solemn responsibility of Canada to serve 

as a vital link between the United States and the British 

Commonwealth. This role is, however, not the only one which 

Canada is uniquely equipped to play in international relations# 

There is a third great nation v/ith whom our ties are close. I 

have spoken of Canadafs place as an interpreter of the English- 

speaking peoples. Canada, however, is not merely an English- 

speaking nation lout is also a French-speaking nation. It is, 

indeed, the second French-speaking nation of the world#

The agony of France has thrown upon Canada a great 

responsibility, and a great mis .si on. As I pointed out at the 

moment of the collapse of France, "the tragic fate of France 

leaves to French Canada the duty of upholding the traditions 

of French culture and civilization, and the French passion 

for liberty in the world# This new responsibility will, I 

believe, bo accepted proudly."

Events are throwing upon Canada, not only the mission 

of upholding the traditions of French culture and civilisation, 

but also the duty of heloing to keep alive in the hearts of 

Frenchmen, all but prostrate today before a brutal conqueror, 

their devotion to liberty and their hopes of its ultimate triumph# 

In the consciousness of th;t mission, my colleague, 

the Minister of Justice, recently broadcast a message to the


