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From THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFAIRS 

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA*

„ London,
EtlM Minister he» told ue, to prefer neutral shipping 
or àta*le fishing boot» to our regular merchant ships. 
Finnish, Outoh, Swedish, dreefc» Norwegian and Belgian 
shl?)» haws been sunk on the high oses In an lndloorlolnote 
«oner end with loos of life, in ell the far~reaeh*ng 
control beeoœing Increasingly sore effective which we 
eur»elvea ere exercising upon the movements of contraband, 
as neutral ship hes ever been put In danger sad no lew 
recognised among civilised notions hes been contravened. 
Sven when demon ships have deliberately sunk themselves
to avoid the ti lltiea of tee Prise Court we have so

Mfar sueeeded la reseelag their crews, sued Is the 
O-eoet war herd, widespread and hitter, a war of groping 
and drowning, a war of ambuscade and strategy, a war of 
science an* seaaaMhlp. All the mere must we all respect- -1 V™
the resolute spirit of the officers and men of the 
Mercantile Marine who put to sea with alacrity cure teat 
they are discharging a duty indispensable to tea life of 
their laland home.

that of the future? In the lent war the first 
U-Boat attack In toe winter of 1914 wee beeten off by 
such primitive measures aa we eeald device end thereefter 
there wee e long pause. Then ease a terrible ebeage.
A much larger number of U-Boete mare built end launched 
upon toe seas la toe Burner end Autumn of 1917 but by 
that time we also had great counter preparations ready.

preparations

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950, 
MG 26 J 4, Volume 404, pages C284277-C285029
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