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KING EDWARD'S MUSIC
The late King's Favoririte Hymn was thie same as that,

of President McKney.

T HlE Royal famly of Great Britain have alwaysbeen noted for their appreciation of really good
music. It will be remembered that the Prince
Consort 1father of the late King Edward was

hiimself a composer of same note and an excellent player
uipon an instrument. Qucen Victoria was herself fond
of the best music of which she heard mnuch. Indeed, for
genierations the monarcbs of England have set a fashion
f or good listening to music of the better class, and many
of the most notable composers of Europe bave taken tbeir
big works to England for a first performance. King
Edward, though by no means a bigber critic in music,
was quite as fond of simple, good things as bis mnother.
Ilappens that bis favourite bymn was precisely the one
wbich President McKinley liked hest and wbich was given
in tbousands of churcbes in Amnerica, including Canada,
the Sunday before the funeral of the President.

In an unconsciously fJpropos article just the week be-
fore the King's death, M. A. P. bad the following on tbe
King's miusic:

.The entire direction of the music at the Royal Palaces
iin the hands of Sir Walter Parratt, whose position

morning and they make any additions to it they please.
An item suggested by a royal visitor is given precedence
over ail other items on the programme. The royal band
nowadays is flot 'called upon to perform as often as it
used to be in the late reign, when practically no other
band was ever heard at a royal residence.

"A great part of the music at Buckingham Palace is,
as a matter of fact, supplied by varions private bands
selected by the King. There is one band of very, high
repuitation which the King specially likes to hear, and it

is frequently commanded to play at small dinner, parties
at the palace. When the King's band performs, the memn-
bers wear the royal uniformn of white, scarlet, and gold,
which, of course, cannot be worri by any other'bandsmen.

"His Majesty, like ail the mnembers of the royal famnily,
has a good ear for music, which bas been well and care-
fully trained hy Iistening to good mnusic, so, though the
King is flot what might be called strictly speaking musical,
Hlis Majesty can thoroughly appreciate and understand
good music, and has a great dislike to listening ta an
indifferent musical performance of any sort.

"On one occasion, a few years ago, a peer who was
entertaining the King at dinner had hired the services
of a band, the niembers af which were more energetic
than skilled mutsicians. The peer in question was a first-
rate sportsman and greatly liked by His Maj esty, but he
was a very poor judge of good music, and found no fault
with the volume of often discordant sounds produced by
the hired ninsicians. The King disliked the performance,
but did niot care to niake any remark to bis hast on tbe
subict, whoni His Mai esty perceived was rather pleased
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