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'Sigh and x ou win notlig
Wýork and the l)ri/e is won
For the nerx v mnaii
With bac kbonie can
By nothing be outdone.

Hustie and fortune awaits VO
Shirk and defeat is sure
For there is no place
In this old worid,
For the man who catit endultre.

O Na race track we sec a bunchi of runnîiing lorses at
the post ready for the start ot a race, the wîiii
ot whichi means inoney and glory. To the casual or

inexperienced <inlooker these borses are ail very ntuch
alike. Ail are eager for the barrier to be raised. With eiirs
pointing furwcird, with briglît eyes and distended n(>strils
they prance and caper about. The racing spirit is in
them ail and ail are eager for the contest.

Then the starter gives the word. The barrier is
raised, and away rush the whoie bunch. For a short
distance ail keep together. Then they begin to string
ont. At the quarter mile post there is a perceptible dit-
terence in their positions. The weaklings are showing
their lack of breeding, training or condition. At the
hall mile the field of horses lias divided into twxo sep-
arate groups, xvitli a consi(ierah)le distance separating
one *roup trom the other. The le.îding ' roupî is dashbig
iilong witli no appiarenit dlimiinution of their speed, while
tbose forining the rear group are giving every ex iîence
of lîeing in distress. At the thr'ee-quarters the rear
group are kift hopelessly behlind while the leading group
,bas divided agaîn, with three or four of the horses lead-
ing the others and travelling neck and neck with un-
abated speed. This littie group of leaders enter the
home stretch, and then begins the reai struggle of the
race. I.rged on by whip and spur, and encouraged by
the shouts of their admirers ini the grand stand, this
little group out of ail that so proudly left the post
when the harrier was raised struggle for the coveted po-
sition of first place. Down the stretch they rush. With
blazing eyes and fliming nostrils these thoroughbreds
straîn every nerve to land the prize. At one hundred
yards from the finish tbey are stili trav elling neck and
neck, and then the terrific îace begins to tell. One of
these rnigbty racers is seen to falter. It is only an al-
niust imperceptible hesitation, but it is enough. 1yhbis
mrnmentary weakness hie bas iost a stride, and at the~
pace they are travelling the ioss of even this one stride
puts bim hopelessly out of the race for first place. H'e
made a gallant effort but hie could flot stand the killing
pace and he' must be satisfied with third position.

At fifty yards trom the wire the two remaining lead-
ers are fighting desperately to land the money. Stride
for strîde they fight it out, but in the last few strides
the training, breeding, condition and gameness of one
caused him to make a last spurt. By this last des-
perate effort hie gains a foot on bis competitor, and
amidst the cheering plaudits of the specta tors he goes
under the wire just a nose ahead of his gallant competi-
tor ; but the lead of a nose means the dîflerence between
the blue ribbon of success, to which is attached the big
purse of money, and second place which, wbile it carnies
with it a sinaîl reward in money and famie, also carnies
with it the g-aîl and worniwood of the knowledge of
t ailure to reach the coveted goal.

Had the riders of the horses whîch had to be satisfied
with second or thîrd place exercised better judgment the
story of the race mnight have been different. The fact
of these borses racing alnîost to the wire neck and neck
with the winner, proved beyond a doubt that their
breeding, training, courage and endurance were of the
right sort.

Now, isn't the above an exact counterpart of every-
day humait lite ?

We see a group of youitg men just past their majority
ready to start iii the great race of life. To the casual
observer they ail look very inuch alike. They are ail
sound ot wind and limb. Ail have had opportunities in
education and training. The fine of youth is in thein
biood. To thent everything looks rosv. Ail seeln to be
ambitious. Ail are eager to get away fnom the nestrain-
ing barrier of home. Ail are ready and eager to stant
out in the race for the goal that bnings faine and ftor-
tune to the winner ; and while under the restraint of
the honte bannier and with the admiring and encourag-

ing w ur(ls ofi frieîds ex er in tîteir cars echl une is cui
lidenit tliat lie of ail the coiiutitors wîll lie the N'iiinerý

Finaiiv the barrier is raiseil. W itli a w ami clasp of
the liandf and a bearty -good luck" tu ecd iroin lis
relativ es and trienîls tItis grup ut vouîxi itien gct start-
e(l in the race o! life.

For a time, like tlîe liorses, tlîey keep) pretty ivell tu-
c t ber ;but iii a little wlîile tlîeir education, borne traîî

îîîg, nattîral ahtilities, strn îgtlî ut puirpose, ambition and
moral courage begin tu itake theitiselves felt. One and]
.înotber ot this grup begîn to lag bebiii iii tlîe contest
on whlîi they bad entered wîtli sucli coîtliîlence. The
weakness of1 teititatioii iii tîte frin ut liqior grips une
.înd causes hixn ho faiter. Weakness for the cumnpany of
lewd wonieu griîîs another. The weakness of pilfering
trom lits employer checks the specd of still anuther. Iatu
bours and gambling sapis the strengtlî and vitality ul
another. Careleêssness grips atiother, and causes- bim ti>
lose time and distance, and wbeîî hait the race lias lîeeîî
riin the victimis of ail these diflereîit fortus uf wcaknesses
are leit liopelesslv I>ebtnol. Tliev are <ait (À tîte ra.c e.
Siowly, b>ut surely they drift to the rear, iuntil tiiîallv
tliey aýre sniothered up iii tîte rîîck, and eacli one becormes
simply a unit in tie flotsam and .Ietsaîn ot tîte great
masses of bumanitv who dritt hitîter and thîtîter ini the
strearn ot life, aînd wbo, une by one, waterlogged 'Vitlî
vice anîd corruption, sink beneathi tîte surfa~e.

Those ot the starters wbo reinain in the race are
stili figbting foir first place. Ilrged oit by the kîtow-
ledge that

"Famne is the ispur that tbe clear spirit dotli raise
To scorn delights and live iaborious davs."

These nien who liave safeiy reached îi id-dista lice ii the
stnuggle for the first place fight on, eacb o11e exertiig
himself to the utmost to shake off bis coînpetitors.
Under the ternific physical andl mental stratin litre agaîn,
as with the horses, t he field of contestants split up). The
thnee-quarter distance bias been reaebed and at this cils-
tance the powers ot endurance ot soine of the racers
yieid to the gnuelling work tbey are called o>n to (Io iii
orden to keep up witb tbeir strouîger opponenits. Under
the strain, these weaker ones go dowîi. The brtuit (ot
their endurance bas been reached. At the entratue of
the home stretch they give up the struggle and drop
back into the ranks of the piodders ;tîtose who work
day atter day, week atter week, and year atter year iii
the subondinate and interior positions of lite. Their in-
tentions were good. Their courage was good. Thev
made a gallant effort, but tbey lacked the indescribable
something which is the main spring and rnoving powe.r
of the men who niake a cumplete success ot lite. No
disgnace attaches to tlîem. Nature broke down at the
critical moment ut thein lives, and as a resîtît tlîey li-
came units in the millions who mutst ever and always
wurk at the bidding of others.

And now, with these ont uf the race for first pîlace,
only thnee of ail the gallant, Ilopeful anxd axnbitious
groiîp that started are left. The goal o! the men's amr-
bitions is in sight. Each une of this littie group ut
leaders has proved hiniseif a man ot mettle. By coniing
strong in the hume stretch bie lias proveli to the worid
that hie is a man to be reckoned with. He will not be
shaken off or turned front lus 1purj:se. lie bas fixed
his eye on the goal, and witb squared jaw, coinlresse(l
lhps, and clencbed lîands hie strains every fibîre ut lus
body, botb mental and physicai, to, the task lie bas set
himself. The strnin is tremendous. With the appluîud-
ing shuts of friends ringing in their ears, urged on I)v
their naturai ambition to lie winners, and supported liv
their magnificent mental and physical abtuties, tlîe
three men go nîîshing towards, the goal wbich every mo-
ment now booins tmp langer and l)righter before theni.
But hene again, as with the first !higbt of the gallant
race honses, the superiority of une over the other asserts
itself. With only a few yards to go, the crm determini
ation, the eariy training, and the superior mental and
physical condition are ail brought into play for a iast
desperate spurt. llnder the inîpetus of bis concentrated
energies this une niai is forcedl to the front and hie trues
uînder the wire just ahead o! bis conuletitors who bav e
been trying desperately to get there finst. lus niargimi
is only a sutail une, but it is enongh. As the iength ut
a nose will land the horse a winnen, su will the difference
of a few minutes between twu men grasping the saine
opportunîty and using it, make ail the difference between
snccess and failure.


