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H AVE'jeu ever thbught of the problemn of% the citY? It is the problem of keeping
pure and strong the, lift in the crowded

centres, so that life.in the W'hole nation may
be worthy. Thougýi it is truc that in an agri-
citural district financial and industrial pros-
perity is dependent uponthe, pTopçr manage-
ment of the farms, if is equaily true that in-
tellectuai, moral and social* conditions de-
pend upon the ordering- of ife in the cities
and towns.

Thé Growth of the. Cities
'One of the most noticeable things in our

efrilization is the disproportionate develop-
AInt of the centres of population. While
die rural population bas been barely holding
its own, the population of the towns, and
especially the larger cities, bas been growing
by leaps and bounds. At the beginning of
the nineteenth century the United, States had
du 'ly six cities of 8,000 or more, but in 1900
it had 545 chies of this ciags. In 1800 less
than 4 per cent. of the population was urban,
and in 1900,33 per cent. was urban. In 1800,
Montreai had a population of 7,000, and one
hi4ndred years later its population was al-
mnost 400,000. In 1834, Toronto had 9,000
inhabitants, and in 1907 it had 250,000. The
growtb of the Western cities-Winnipeg,
Vancouver, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Calgary
-býas been even more remarkable. Nor bas
this growt4i been confined to tbe American
continent. In Europe the samne thing bas
hippened. Tbe growth of such cities as
London and Berlin is quite as phenomenal
as, anything on this side of the Atlantic. It
bas been thougbt by some tbat tbis is only a
passing phase in our civilization, but short
consideration will show that the change is
permanent and that the cities will continue
to-:increase in numbers until the population
is much greater than at present.

The Causes of Growth
There are three outstanding reasons why

people are leaving the country for the towns.
The first is, that the manufacture of agri-
cultural machinçry bas improved so that it
is possible for a sMnaller number of people
to' do the work that is necessary on a farm.
The farms now under cultivation are able
to supply the worid witb ail of its necessary
food. Were the number -of farms to be in-
creased, the. prices for farm produce would
be lowered, and some agriculturists would
b., unable to live. There is a necessary bal-
ance between production -and consumption.
While it is possible to increase the comforts
of the. rural community, it is impossible to
greatly increase the number of farms with-
out making the, business unprofitablc to ail.

Tb. 'second cause that bas led to the
crowding of the cities is the improvement of
machinery. The factory bas taken the place
of the. home. People go where things are to
b. made. They group around the factories.
If the wà gé to the factory worker is low, the.
small tenement bouse and the. hovel soon
surround the workshop. It is not likely
that conditions will improve, for the. reason
that the. tendency is ever to'wards larger
manufacturing concerns, and therefor. to-
'yards greater congestion of the factory
population.

In the third place the. railways bave made
city growth possible, for it is easy for people
to travel from one point to another, and to
ohtain easily wbatever is grown or manu-
facture d in distant parts. To live in the. city
is to liv. near -tii.department store, the mar-
ket, the. places of entertainment, the. places
'vher, companionsbip may b. found. This
is one of the great.st attractions of the city.

Tii. Nature of Growth
It is evident that the growth on the

inaterial side, as m.asured by wealth and
population, 415 much greater than the. moral
and intellectual growth. There is always
a danger where moral growth does nc, : X

Th'ie Problem of the, City
its own, and observation of the conditions
in any of our modern cities wiii convince
any onle bow gréethte danger is at the
preste time. As a city grows populous and
rich, thé -administration of its various inter-
ests affords increasing oppôrtunîties for the
corrupt use of money, there is therefore an
increasing need of officiais of moral character
and absolute incorruptibility. It will be
much harder to maintaiýi a bigh moral stand-
ard in a nation of cities tban in a nation
where a majority of. the people are close to
the soil.

The. City flot an Ideal Place
The beart of a great City is flot an ideai

place for children or grown people to spend
their days and nights. There are the. tene-
ments witb their dark rooms and their miser-
able filthy air-shafts. There are the dark hall-
ways and the. ten-foot yards knee-deep ýwith
filth. "Many cellars bave the floor covered
witb dirt and rubbish from a smail layer up-
ward to two and a baif feet." Such dwel-
lings are rthe breeding places of disease.
Where sunlight does not enter, the doctor
must. Such tenements spread moral as wel
as physical contagion. "They are centres of
disease, poverty, vice and crime. Ali the
conditions mak e for unrighteousness."

The street in the down-town section is no
better than -tbe hom e. Fer removed- fromn
the green fields, the running streams, it is
an unnaturai playground for growing chul-
dren. It is indeed a piaybouse instead
of a playground, for it is full of
prohibitions. The. policeman becomes an
enemy, and ithere is open hostiiity tô law -and
authority.

The shop windows create desires, only a
small part of whicb can b. gratlfied. Tbey
generate discontent, which ieads to tbeft'or*
extravagance. Obscene litereture: atd in-
decent pictures abound.

Then there is the saioon-which is not
only a drinking -place, but 'the centre of
varied activities-It is reading room, club
room, clearing-house for athietie and sport-
ing ncws. Often it is tbe poor man's bank.

.Hardsiiip 'and Lonelines
It is no wonder that with such environ-

ment childhood degenerates. Thbis degener-
acy is assisted-by otber causes--defective nu-
trition, cbild labor, iack of play, corruption of
character through familiarity with vice and
crime. To rob the children of normal child-
hood is to rob society, to wrong civ'ilization,
to impoverish the future. Nor is it surpris-
ing that young manbood and young woman-
hood decline. Unskilled workers with short
seasons of work, and with small salaries,
often faint f rom bunger, or find it easy to
take the shorter way to comfort. Nothing
is more lonely than the ioneliness of the
young man and woman in tbe great city.
Walter Besant writes "In tbe evening my
roomn was absolutely sulent. Sometimes it
got on my nerves and became intolerable. 1
would then go out and wander about the
streets for the sake of animation, or I would
go haif-price to the pit of the. theater. There
are thousands of young fellows today wbo
find as I found every evening the silence and
loneliness intolerable."

Tiie More Hopeful Side
The great chies are not wholly given over

to squalor, vice and misery. Just as lufe in
the slums is very much worse than anything
pictured in the last two paragraphs, so life
in the favored sections is much more pleas-
ing. The city is the centre of education, art,
and philanthropy: Its goodness and beauty
radiate in these days to the Iast home on the.
prairie. Without it lifc ev-en in t!,2: renlote

regions would soon become intolerablé.
Therefore, as the city is necessary to, uatio4-
ai life, as it has corne to stay and o.gow 'tio
even great er proportions, -as, its ilnuene
must continue to increage while that of twe
country must decrease, everything' shoM
be done to make the forces for godi
triumphant. Tiien wili. the city be a fittin,
home for its owi residents, and a centre-o
good influence for -the whole. community. ~

The Tramntdruing Pprte
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To transform the city fromf ugligess Ito
beauty, front sin to righteousnes's, fr<4*i,'
filt~h to'cleanliness, thre- great 'iatitutis
muet. conjoin their e oRt 1 The. koxù*,
scbooi, the church- acting dirt16 Yed -

tion and indirectly hog q gsain
solve every problem. In a bo that
caused no littie comment ïn edueationaI
dles-tii. Montessori Method-there la gi
a beautifui description of. the transfotliiat
of a portion of a gréat Europeancity, by
erection of sanitary aud clçanly.képt- bu'
ings, ihstead of 'the squali&qtrcss
mon in Italiandw tw~ 4*rt~ Thi*
buildings are under loe'~éi
retentioù of qurtra.laConditinal -n
good behaviour. Tiiere is a 'homùe in e
building' or .grnp of buïlidings wh
children art kept for the day under a trai
*nurse-teachér.ý. This very thig is. pose1 è
in any ci ty., Ail that is necesoary- to bri
about the. reforni isfor a bega *igto
made. Supervised activity of ihlr* 15
begitinlng - f al&U tëimtl#< ýn
The supervision and education can b 6 p
early chi14toDic jn5t ow .if ~
is to be sav.d from ignorance, sli aimi&*w

There 9.M two classes o! Ômttunna'tt
pie ini- every greit clty-the homels
and'the homelesa rich. Everytii.g>
-be dô>ne to give people posseosekino
,own littie home. -It- je the -honme 'that
filial affection and civic ioyaity and- devo ,
*The secondý force that %akOÎ1
vation of the. city is-,the pà lea
It je -doiug a great work inlfa «
diverse elements of tihepoulation lu,
ing gwietnesaand ligh.Yetb
the crowded condWion thé,elt
its influencé la gresMty Cirtaied.
for a country to- support sachcklst
prisons. ?revention la . b<Uttin
The cities of Western Canadiatei
their support of elementary'educationý'
willi make no mistake in doublingih.f1r'
for. this purpos.t.. It là, the >"'PoatX
wisest form. of expenditure. A dire'o
education serves as honorable and , usful'~
office as a judge of the Suprenm, Cburt. ý

The third force working for-good lu-
Cburcb. It is gratifying to 'note t t;
institution is modifying its methd*80 aui
get efficiency. It must modtythom
more. No effort is too grçat, no Innova
too radical,- if oniy the multitudes will'
reacbed, and goodness made common.-
less tbe Cburch will modify its methods àkil
its aims it is bound to lose its Power. I '4for Cbristianity to supply the. leaven ý'f
rigbteousness. Sometimes the leaven n'-
pears to have iost its fermenting power..~

As the. home, the. sctiooi and the. chu
erect their transforming influence, iele4-
tion and public administration are improv.4,
and private beneficence becomes more cýd
mon. These three seeds are flot reach~i
.directly. Good laWs will flot be made 1jr
men wbo lack intelligence and moral prin-
ciple. Honest administration is possible oply
when the administrator is iionest. PhilaÊi-
thropy wili be practiced onily by hum wbos'e
heart and conscience have been quickened
by contact witb that Etemnal Heart which
feit the world's sorrows and sins.

So 'the solution of the. city problim is in
better homes, better schools, cburches that

*are ipvre alive tQjtheir-mission and to thelr


