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1 should have so littie trouble abouit speaking %vithout notes. It

just seems to corne natural to nie."y
"It wvas xonderf[ul," breathed the girl rapturously-"jwonderful!

1 felt the tdars ini my eyes ail the time-and when 1 thought how

vou were-sufferiing every mîiufe froîn toothache I-»

There wvas another silence. Then the young -minister spoke agaîn.

"You know how worried I have been about arranging the heating

plant of that old bouse we're going to use as parish-house? WTelI,

it wvas the funniest thin-all the ý,vhi1e this old man wvas talking

I kept turning it over lu miv mind-it's really been making nie Iqs e

mny appetite; I thouglit I was nîo goo'd, and nol fit to be the leader

of a parishi because 1 couldn't sola,, that problem-and finally an

inspiration about a straighit pi e up fromn the old kitchen carne ho

mie from! a figure hie vas drawving idly ou the dust with bis cane."

H-e paused and latughed a little with a boyishi misclbief. "I hope

it wasn't deceiving and un-Cliristiark, but 1 just couldn't keep the

joke to rnyself, and %vlen I said gooyd-igh-t to mvy old sermonizer

I told him lie îiever could know holioehelad helped me. He neyer

The girl laug4ed with hlmi, a tiîîklin'g gush of amusement and

admiration that disappcared before the suddeîî sevcrity of lier sweet-

liear's voice as lie wcut on, "But, if lie is a clergyman as lie clainis,

lie lias 'tlie most cxtraordiîiary ideas on îheology13. Really, Helen,"

lie spoke witli a y-ouîtlîfully soleiini coidemniatio-"I really

shouldn't tlîink im -nqite safe." H e lowered lus vuice to a greater

biushi, "Honlestly-, lie didn't sotiid quite-quite ortiiodox lu uiicl'

Tiiere is a iiii to ahi thîngs. At this 'tle Reveren'd Dr. Michael

Burýke spraîig frorn his bcd, and, rushing across the rooru ilian

agTility lie had nul suspccted to be inlu bîi, le slauiirnd the wi~n

dowvn, bangiuîg it. su thiat au ecclo rcsoun(ldd trough the bîouse.

But lie -%vas Irish for othcer, tling,-s thian quick sympathies, and

before hie reaclîed bis bed again lie -,as slîaken by a laughîter thuat

seerned to hear him away froin. ah lus old moorings. lHe buricd

liis face ini bis pillowvs 10 stifle the souind of'huis îîoisy pcals of iirtl-

lie felt overwvbelmcd, -drowned, as Nvave after wvave of hilarity swept

over himi. His tired nerves reacted frurn îlîeir teuse strain of a few~

iiiomeilts before int a wild jangle of liystericah realization of thue

joke on lini. It scerned 10 hlm thuat lie couild nevcr stol) laug-hmg.

OCTOBER, 1920

#et meart Io bc kind Io him"

Everv tinie lie recalled the scule n der tliec pilue tree lie burst mbt

guffaxs anid beat bis bauds upon te pll H.le îlouglit of biis

hast ieditation before the dialogue outside began, "No iiiatter about

mie-il is an immortal soul t0 bc savýed," and lis piqued vaniit? was

fairly annibihated by lis senise uf thie inimitable iroîîy of the situa-

tioni. Tlîe sainîe quality i iiibiiîthiat ruade hini auuinstrumnut ex-

quisitely responsive to emotion muade him lie aloninluthe darkened

rooru anid plunge fror u oe deptli uf uncontrollable mirth ho aîothîer.

As fast as a convulsion of laughiter' subsided int faiuît, breathless

cbuckles. odd phrases of biis exhortation floated across bis brain-

"the joy of realizing onie's final insignlificance iu the world," "lîow

chicerful il ruade middle-ag e 10 knowv Ilat youth always hudicrously
exaggera ted its own importance," anud lie hay back ou i s pillows,

sboutinîg aud crowvin-g hvstericalhy until ]lis breatlî gave out and he
sbook in îîoiseless giooles.

Fiuually lie realizcd thaI hue xvas dog-Iire'd, anid at the saine tinue

lie felt liuuly that ie wvas relaxed and uusitrainied as lie lîad uîot

beeti for inaily niuutlîs,..but beforc hie couhd stop 'to pilosophize
on tlîis le feli su'&deihy asleep like a litîle clîild.

\Vhueî lie aw'oke tlie suri -,vas siiiig brighîtly, and the bouse

Nvas nousye wiîli active life. lie reaclued for his w'atch and looked
at it crcdulotuAv. it pointed ltwitvtI minutes 10 ttvele. He luad

slCl)t alii ot i haIfthIe dav. The fourteeîî-N-ear-old son of luis laudiord
passed tlie openîu wiuidoýv anîd lie calle-d1 hlm in. "Don't )-ou -%vant
b o fishing \vitli me to-day?" lie asked, \-aw'n-ing lîappily as he sat
up anîd rubb)ied his eves. "im ooinga fishiiî-thie rest of the time
I'm lîre. Couie aloig.

After the Lov had gone lie rose and -\vciit t thie mirror. O.1 thie
\vay, a l)clate(l and passing spasm of laugbitcr ouertook hlmi, and
wvleuu lie lookcd atIiiiinusehf le hardhv reco.,ized lue bealthiily flusbed
and sîiiiling face ~lii greeted hlm. Ile surveycd Ibis care-free
image coniphacciitly for ýsomile Mle, anid fiualy, uvith a freakish
returu hto lis 1)(,v 1 uood, ie stiuck outI bis tonigue and shîook a jocular
fist at the okinc-ch'u,,s. "Sure, an"'t'is niot you tbal can iver say
il docs a miî no good tu lave lis owvii arishi a bit!" lie cried,
assnung i- ýs br t;t<leShbro-gue. an <1 ii ii "klfaitb I an' I w'ish
I.iulu colhd sc mle JîSt m
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1Iveiin t ~ 'guvof thle nit heril hî"hhis
Ou soine s', 111 wiuiter muidliýgit strik's the soul

Spelinàuuî i t h -visionus, anîd Ithe boreal pole
1'voIiiie.-I amiliinii dlder thuatimites
1Il'IIîlI(l (':111 li ;St. 1l'ove, Molli ea1utym iutes
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