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" " and Jet them decide.” T furce people” against their will will make' o party in Nova Scotia’ which will
-~ 'last for ages.  Let'us take'warmng by other couhtries. - | . .. o oL e
7 Hon. Mr. Brown.—We have been told that England passcd laws of equal importance to'the measure®
- now under consideration without special. reference to the people.  In my observations- on a former day:
* .1 challenged any member of shis House to,pamd any-great measure’ which had been o’ passed, and -
. there is none that can be nanied analogous i that befurg the Tlouse.  No yreat mensute-bas in modern
. times been passed in England which has x,if)p:})ecxx repeatedly before the peuple, were not the Reform
<" Bills discussed at the polls Fear’ after yeurs! So it’'was with the Corn Laws and Catholic Emanci~
" pation. . B SR S e W fon
. % I cannot ngw believe that the people~of this countsy will ‘permit this, or-any ‘other mensure to be
' passed without their: cm,r.sent,'a.ndvtfmg if for no othiér reason’ than that it such. an attemptds made, .they |
3 will bind themselves ‘togtther, "ty ‘Present theid. remanstrances and petitions’ at' the foot of the
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v How, M. McHeffey.—* I anx not opposéd to-union, but I am opposed. to presting it upon ‘the people,
when [ know that 8o large a'majosité areoppoied to it. In deference to them I'feel constrained to
vote for thiv amendmént”. .~ . 1A S T O o
... Hon. M. Patterson, a warm.:supporter of the Confederation, suid— T take it for granted thav any
scheme which may be agreed on will he embhodied:in an 'Actof the Imperial Parligment. I think that -
_ that Act should not.ge: into effect until ratified by the different local legislanifes, anil the delegakes
‘should be instructed to endeavour to have a élause to this effect inserted in the- Tmperial Aet” = o
', 1n the House of Assembly Mr. Bouriiot, from Cape Breton, Mr. Miller, from Richmond, Mr. M*Donell,
“from Invgriess, and“Mr; Campbells froh Victoria, svisted by their votes in.carrying the Resolution
-, mndér,which the~delegatts now acti-but in'the Sestion of 1865 Mr. Bourinot, referring to the Quebec

‘Scheme, said,—* Now that the people should be told-that ghey were to have-mothing oo, With —— b e

deciding so-important a question as changing the constitution of the country, but. that the-House could
deal with it, irrespective of the wishes. of those they represented, was something most _preposterous to
+ propound in a country like this enjoying the' privileges 0f responsible’ government, wherethe people
- are the fountam of authority. The Proviticial Secretary must have known that the House' was elected
- under our existing constitution, and could not change it without consulting those that’elected them. -
Yei'the Provincial Secretary was quite ready to_strike down all the: existing rights and privileges
enjoyed.by the people in order.that he might march on to Ottawa. . But far and wide the spirit of the
. ' people is asserting itself. Little by little the feeling arose which spread over the length and breadth - .
* -+ of-the province, and showed  the Government that they must pause in their mad carcef. We are all
familiar with Mr. Cardwell’s despatch, how heartily he approved of it. The Provincial Secretary told
us that the English’ Government were i favour of it, and that, therefore, we must adopt.it; thatif we -
did not-England would withdraw her protection from us by degrees. But it-must be' remembered that
‘Mr. Cardwell's impression was derived from the same source that prepared this grand scheme at
"/ Quebec. 1 have no doubt that these- gentlemen improssed upon the goloniz'ﬂ Secretary’s mind the -
moment the local legislatures mer they would adopt the schieme, No doubt’ the wpinion in' England
.+ was that'the gentlemen who acted as delegatesat the Convention represented  the public’ opintor of
. these Maritime Provinces, but 1 repel the idea. ~ They-did not represent the public sentiment on this .

: ’ 1

“.question at all.

Mr: Miller, in the same Session of P:irliamént, said,;‘f ‘He need not remind’ the Hﬁuée,t}iap oneiof -

the most momentous questions that ever agitated” the public mind was then 'under discussion, the

question of a union of the British North American Colonies. He thought .that, in view of the “zspect
*.that question had ' lately assumed—in view.of the unmistakablé: evidence of public’ opinion which had
. recently been given—that there was but little room. to .doubt that nine-tenths of the people of Nova

. Seotia were opposed to the scheme propounded by the Canadian delegates™ . « o -
In proposing to the Government during the last Session to adopt the mode by which the present °
delegation was' appointed, Mr. Miller said,—“ I therefore ask the 'leader of ‘the Government, and-
through him the advocates of the Quebec Scheme, whether they are s¢ wedded to that scheme as to'be
unable to entertain the proposition I, as a friend of colonial union, now inake. The object of my -
present movement is, and I fearlessly avow it, to defeat the Quebec Scheme.” R
. In another part of his address on that oceasion- he said, -~ To that scheme T .am now. as hostile as I
‘have ever been. 1 believed it to be very unjust'to the peoplé of the Matitime Provinces in some of its-
most important features. I beliéve to force it upon us without'important modifications would frustrate
... the'end it is intended to promote, the permanence of British institgtions on this Coutinent.” ~ The
.. same gentleman at a public meeting in the city of Halifax said,—% The people - of Nova Scotia will
. - hesitate long before they  yield up their present..enviable position, their political freedom and material
" wealth, for the uncertain and dubious aé)vantage's' to fallow from « union with a country bankrupt ‘in -
.. resources and torn asunder and 'distracted by political convulsions.” It the ‘advoeates of Confederation
.- have faith in the soundness of their scheme let them sabmit it to the only tribunal competent to pass a,
.. judgment upon it, thé,gleople atthepolls.” * =~ ', o , R
"« Mr. MeDonell;in the House' of ‘Assembly during the lastiSession, when it was proposed to authorize
- . the appointment of the present delegation; said,—* I felt happy, Sir. to observe the position taken by the -
" honourable leader of the Government, and T trust that this position .will be approved of and endorsed by
his honourable colleagues, and by those associated with him at the Quebec' Conference. The honourable ...
_ gentleman has at length shown: a _disposition to abandon that pet scheme of union, which for such a
length ‘of time he and his friends appeared determined-to fasten upon the people,a séheme in my
‘opinion as obnoxious and untasteful to.the country as'it woyld prove injurious to its best interests.” °
. From Lorp Durmax's Rerorr :— But the state of the lower provinces, thongh it justifies.the-
- .proposal of our union, would not, I-think, render it gracious' or even just on the part of parliament to
o cai;ry_it; i;xtqgﬁ'ect without referring’ it for the ample deliberation and consent of the people of -these
COODIQSo:.f’ “ . , , P - oL i con L .
. Hom, Mr.:Brown; in"the’ Canadian Assembly, said,—* If 'we base this structure, -as. it ought to be
. based, on. the expressed will of the ‘people themsélves, then -1 think we will be offering. to those who .

‘o .

» ~ B
3 . ' f v .
- o K

[ -

5 K et . [ - i “ , I , . . .o )
'
. - ' . e .




