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autliors and autliors. As an autlior, Lord Beaconsfield lias not
influenced the fortunes of the world to anything like as great ail

extent as lie did by statesinansliip; but yet the writer of ["iýoian
Grey, and, above all, of Coeilariiii Fleming, lias a permanent place of
lionour in the annals of Euglisli literature. Merely to get out a
book is iiot so treniendous ail achievenient in these days of paste
and scissors-" A fact," however, as Mr. Augustine Birrell naïvely
reniar-s, " hidden froin a large but unfortunately decreasing nuniber
of persoils." If Sir jolin lUacdonald ever wrote a book, it would,
no dotibt, be worthy of Ilis genius, but I never lieard that lie essayed
authorship. He may, indeed, liave liad books printed " for private

circulation," as to which this deponent knowetli liot. He is
altogether so plienomenil a inan that it -%Nould not, be surprising to
see liiiilsurprise the world by some great literary niasterpiece in his

evening of life, eveii as a certain Cato, not wliolly unknown to
faille, began to study Greek at the age of eiglity. Sir jolin
Macdonald lias been ever a man of dazzling surprises, and a

practical believer, so to speak, in the Disraeli ethics, a striking
formula of which is, "It is not enough to govern men: you inust
also astonisli them.- As to, age, t1iat does not count with hiin
"John A," shouted an enthusiastic rustic at a pic-nic, moved by a
feeling allusion of the Preinier's to his prospective translation to
the celestial Treasury Benches, "John A., you'Il iieve.- die!" It is
of a piece with the story now going the roulids as to the anxiety of
an Englisli gentleman that his young son should see and liear the
truly glorions Gladstone " before lie dies, " to quote the words of the

eager father. " But, my dear sir," said the person to wlioni lie
vented his feelings, "' Mr. Gladstone is extreniely well just now; tliere

is no prospect of his expected death." "I-vasnotspeal,ingofhi»t,"
quoth pater-faini lias, " I was speaking of niy boy." May the lives
of England's Grand Old Man and of Canada's Grand Old Man be
spared and prolonged to the utmost verge of possibility ! " And
even beyond it,- would be the fervent Anien of Sir Boyle Roche.
So Say -%Ne all.

Sir Joliii Macdonald and Lord Beaconsfield botli studied law.
The latter never practised. The former did. Neitlier -%vas a very

young man on first tak-ing a legislator's seat. 111 1837, wlien


